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LETTERS OF JOHN RANDOLPH, 
OCF ROANOKE, TO 
GENERAL THOMAS MARSH FORMAN' 


One of the beautiful and human parts of the life of John 
Randolph of Roanoke was the affection he had for the sons of 
his dearest friend, Joseph Bryan. These boys, after their father’s 
death, lived with Mr. Randolph at Roanoke and were the ob- 
jects of his solicitude and care throughout the remainder of his 
life. He wrote them about their clothes, their manners, their 
studies and their religion; he corrected their letters and sought 
to inculcate in them the use of the English language and the 
proprieties of gentlemanly behavior. 


These letters to their grandfather, General Thomas Marsh 
Forman, from 1807 to 1826, through the kindness of his great- 





1 The originals of these letters of John Randolph, of Roanoke, to Gen- 
eral Thomas March Forman were presented in 1940 to the Virginia 
Historical Society 5 Miss Carter Bryan Conrad, Miss Augusta Forman 
Conrad and Colonel Bryan Conrad as a memorial to their mother Mrs. 
Holmes Conrad, who was Georgia Bryan Forman, daughter of Thomas 
Marsh Forman Bryan (1809-1875). 

2 The friendship between John Randolph (1773-1833) of Roanoke and 
Joseph Bryan (1773-1812) was formed during the early manhood of both 
men while they were fellow students in law in the office of the Hon. Ed- 
mund Randolph (1753-1813) first attorney general of the United States 
and later Secretary of State, while he had his office in Philadelphia in 
1793. Joseph Bryan (the son of Josiah and Elizabeth [Pendarvis] Bryan) 
was a Georgia planter, scholar and lawyer, who after traveling extensively 
in Europe, returned to Georgia from which state he was a representative in 
Congress 1803-1806. Mr. Bryan married April 9, 1805, Delia Forman (1783- 
1825) daughter of General Thomas Forman, of “Rose-Hill” Cecil County, 
Maryland, Joseph and Delia (Forman) Bryan had issue: (1) John Ran- 
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great-grandchildren, Misses Carter and Augusta Conrad, and 
Colonel Bryan Conrad, which have not before been printed, by 
their publication at this time cast a new light on the sympathy 
and affection with which John Randolph of Roanoke took up the 
care and direction of two fatherless lads—J. S. B. 





Washington feb. 14, 1807 
Dr. Sir, 


My friend, Mr. Bryan, has requested me to forward the en- 
closed letter to Rose-Hill, in case you should not have left it (for 
Georgia, as I understand him :)—otherwise to return it to him. 
Not being able to hear whether you are still at home, or not, I 
have deemed it most desirable to send on the letter, not doubt- 
ing that some trusty person has been deputed to take charge 
of such packets as may arrive during your absence. I sincerely 
congratulate you on the good health of Mr. and Mrs. Bryan & 
their little boy & am Dr. Sir 

Yours 


John Randolph 
Thomas M. Forman esq 


Roanoke, Oct. 26, 1813 
Dear Sir 


I have received both of your letters and beg your acceptance 
of my best thanks for these instances of your polite attention. I 
addressed one to Mrs. Bryan which I should be glad to know 
she received. My friend Mr. Leigh was lucky enough to procure 





dolph Bryan (1806-1887) married Elizabeth Tucker Coalter. (2) Georgia 
Hannah Bryan (1807-1887) married James P. Screven. (3) Thomas Marsh 
Forman Bryan (1809-1875) married first Florida Troup; second, Helen 
Brooke. (4) Sarah Virginia Bryan (1810-1838) married William Mackey. 
(5) Joseph Bryan (1812-18 ) married Jane Bourke. 

John Randolph Bryan (1806-1887) and Thomas Marsh Forman Bryan 
(1809-1875), who by Act of the Maryland Legislature in 1846, dropped 
the name of Bryan and retained that of Forman as his surname, were the 
boys so beloved by John Randolph, of Roanoke. For the Bryan family 
see Hayden’s Virginia Genealogies, pages 201-220.—Editor. 
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a copy of the trifle which I wrote on the irreparable loss of my 
late friend Mr. Bryan, & he sent it to me three weeks or a 
month ago. In the publication which you enclosed me there are 
two mistakes—one so glaring that it will be corrected by a dis- 
cerning reader—from instead of for in the last Paragraph—& 
four instead of five in the first—also none for no one. 


I had a curiosity to see the article which, because it was writ- 
ten in great haste, when I was much disordered, & at a time when 
a gentleman was hurrying me off to court. In fact, it was writ- 
ten on the breakfast table after breakfast, whilst our horses were 
waiting at the door. It was impossible for me to mistake the 
character of a man whom I had known from our boyhood, with 
whom I had been domesticated for years, whom I had seen un- 
der every possible aspect; & had I failed in hitting off its fea- 
tures it must have resulted from absolute incapacity to draw 
them. A faithful—not a flattering likeness was my object—& 
I am glad you think I have succeeded. I regret very much that 
Mrs. Bryan cannot take this place in her road. By this time I 
presume she is on her way to Gloucester. May every good at- 
tend her & her sweet children. 


I hear that you have another revolution in Maryland & that 
the mob are to be masters. Thank God! we know nothing of this 
topsy turvey Game. Our magistrates are for /ife, commissioned 
by the Governour & council, but appointed by the nomination of 
the county courts of which they are Justices: so that you will 
scarcely find a respectable man in any county who is not a 
magistrate. At least if he is not, it is his own fault. This & our 
freehold suffrage gives a stability to our character that some of 
our sister states most want. After all the squabbles about gov- 
ernment, none can be good that does not lodge the power in the 
hands of the substantial Land-Holders of the county. Of course 
I do not speak of such countries as Venice & Holland. Make 
your substantial planters magistrates during good behavior, & 
then the Lees of Society will not be stirred up annually. Pardon 
this freedom in a decayed Politician. 

I am Dr. Sir 
Your obt. Servt. 
John Randolph of Roanoke 
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I executed your commands in relation 
to my two neighbors. They thank you 
for your remembrance of them. 
[ Reverse } 
Charlotte (?) Oct 26 Way 18 
[These are the post-office 
markings on outside of 
the letter.] 
Thomas M. Forman Esq. 


Rose-Hill 
Maryland 
post office at 
Christiana 
Delaware 
Richmond feb 23, 1814 
Sir, 


You will acquit me I trust of any thing like neglect of your 
letter, when I inform you that I have not been at home since the 
first of November. When I reach my dismal habitation I will 
transmit you a copy of the paper to which you have been pleased 
to attach so high &, I fear, so undeserved a value. 


I had the pleasure to hear of Delia [Mrs. Joseph Bryan— 
daughter of Gen. Thos. M. Forman] from two gentlemen of 
Gloucester who saw her whilst at her aunts & one of them travel- 
led, I think, with her as far as Williamsburg—at least he was 
there when she passed thro that deserted village. I have not been 
able to trace her farther south, but I trust that she & her Treas- 
ure have reached Savannah in safety. Did she receive my letter? 


You have certainly misinterpreted my meaning if you suppose 
me to advocate the establishment of authority in particular 
families; of all forms of Government the worst. I recommend 
a change in your system to this effect: Make every respectable 
country gentleman a justice of the peace & make your justices 
of peace independent of your council. Let them hold by the same 
tenure that ours do—Good Behavior. 
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When I had written the notice of Mr. Bryan’s death I sent 
it to a friend, here, who offered it to Richie, Editor of the En- 
quirer, for publication. This he refused to do, professing great 
regret at the same time for this particular instance, because he 
had laid down a rule to exclude all articles of that sort, beyond 
a certain length. Now, since I have been here, I have seen more 
than three specimens of obituary notices in his paper, altho I 
seldom take it up, longer than the one which he rejected. I wish 
I had an opportunity of exposing his falsehood. Mr. Bryan was 
my friend & that offense cancelled all his good qualities, & all 
the claims which his virtues gave him or society. 

My horse I am just going to break, but will dispose of him 
to any one who can better afford to ride a high priced hack- 
ney. his price is $600. The planters of Virginia are beginning to 
revive from their late depressed State. $13 10/100 were yester- 
[day] given for Tobo. per cwt. 

I am DrSir, very respectfully 
Your obt. Servt. 
John Randolph of Roanoke 


Let me hear of 
Delia. 
Thomas M. Forman Esq. 


Richmond April 7th 1814 
Dr Sir 


You must pardon me: it is you who misapprehend me. The 
terms of my proposition are “to appoint the most respectable of 
your planters &c: magistrates for life; instead of raising to the 
magistracy the dregs of each faction, alternately, perhaps an- 
nually, as the one or the other happens to obtain the ascendancy” 
—This is our practice— & altho we have here, as well as with 
you, dismantled country houses &, what is worse, desolate & 
ruinous churches “frowning in portentous silence upon our 
guilty land”—we yet feel the good effects of this system. As to 
aristocracy it is an electioneering bug bear—the materials of it 
are not to be found in this country. The constitutions (state & 
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federal)—the genius, manners, habits & opinions of the whole 
mass of people are those of democratical equality. The old gen- 
try have disappeared. I made a late visit to my birthplace. At 
the end of a journey through a wildnerness, I found desolation 
& stillness as if of death—the fires of hospitality long since 
quenched—the hearth cold—& the parish church tumbling to 
pieces, not more from natural decay than sacrilegious violence. 
This is a faithful picture of this state from the falls of the great 
river to the sea-board. 


I rejoiced to hear of Delia’s safe arrival & of the prosperous 
experiment of the Cane. I presume your man put the rice by 
mistake into your portmanteau. I had the pleasure since I heard 
from you of a long letter from Delia giving me a full & very 
satisfactory account of her family. 


I am DrSir 
Your obedt Servt 
John Randolph of Roanoke 


Sir 

Your letter has been duly received. From its tenor I perceive 
that Mrs. Bryan has not made you acquainted with her arrange- 
ments respecting the boys. It behooves me therefore to inform 
you that she has consigned them both to my implicit direction. It 
is not merely from the circumstance of his being named after me 
that I wished to superintend Randolph’s education. The desire 
sprung from the ardent attachment I bore his deceased father 
& is as strong towards his mother as himself. I was decidedly of 
opinion & see no cause to change it that the separation of the 
boys will be of material detriment to both of them—& it was 
thoroughly understood between Mrs. B. & myself that they 
were not to be separated. The school which I have selected— 
the only good one I know & it is free from exception—is in a 
country eminently healthy in the bosom of a population known 
for their love of order of industry & piety. At such a Seminary 
there can be no danger of either of your grandchildren proving 
deficient in filial reverence towards you. 
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I subjoin some abstracts from their mothers letters & with my 
love to the boys indulge the firm hope that they will both sail 
for Baltimore by the first packet. 

I am Sir 

Your very obedient Servant 
John Randolph of Roanoke 
George Town April 2, 1816 


Extract of a letter from Mrs. Delia Bryan to J. R. dated March 

15, 1816. 

“I have written to them [her sons] that they will be govern- 
ed & directed alone by you, & I am sure you will find them duti- 
ful & affectionate.” 

from the same to the same dated Jan. 13 

“the satisfaction of having my sons together & under your 
care is &c: &c: 

Thomas M. Forman Esq. 


George Town April 23, 1816 
Sir, 

Your letter of the 18th was received to day. I am at a loss to 
conceive in what respect mine of the 2nd., to which it is a reply, 
can have deserved the epithet of “uncourteous” which you have 
applied to it. Certainly I had no motive & as certainly no inten- 
tion to commit any breach of courtesy towards you: & as the 
letter, written on the spur of the occasion, was dictated entire- 
ly by the anxious interest I feel in the welfare of the Sons of 
my earliest friend, I wish to have an opportunity of revising it 
& of deciding, upon that review, how far, in my judgment, it 
may be obnoxious to the censure which you have passed upon 
it. I hope therefore that you will furnish me either with the 
original, or with a copy (for I kept none) as may be preferable 
to you. 

Nothing was farther from my intention than to contest “your 
rights,” whether derived from your relationship to the sons of 
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my late friend, Mr. Bryan, or under their father’s will. I did but 
express my opinions upon a subject that had been submitted to De 
my decision, & however unwilling I may be to incur the unde- 
served censure of any one, & especially of a gentleman who, until 


now, had been pleased to express a favorable opinion of me— ‘ 
one too, standing in so close a relationship to these youths, & to : , 
their mother—I cannot regret that your unmerited displeasure 
has been turned upon me rather than towards them. 
I am, Sir, ve 
Your obedient Servant sis 
co 
John Randolph of Roanoke a 
April 23, 1816 tes 
To me 
Thomas M. Forman Esq. [¢ 
de 
vi! 
Washington Dec. 6, 1823 TI 
Dear Sir fli 
In consequence of the delay of cross posts your letter did not it 
arrive in time for me to bring on Tom’s mare. I am concerned to 
hear of your ill health & hope that by this time it is recruited fir 
Would not the winter climate of Georgia be beneficial? mi 
I shall take the first opportunity of writing Baltimore & shall th 
not fail to attend to your request respecting your grandson & se 
namesake. The subject is all important. w 
; as 
Altho I have not the pleasure to be acquainted, personally, th 
with Mrs. Forman, yet I am highly impressed with a sense of te 
her very superior worth by the representation of your daughter 
& grandson. I therefore make bold to present my best respects 
to her. 
With best wishes, I remain Dear Sir 
Your obedt Servt T 


J. R. of Roanoke 


Thomas Marsh Forman Esq. 
Rose-Hill 
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Washington Dec. 18, 1823 


Dear Sir 


I have this moment the pleasure to receive your favour of the 
14th & am heartily glad to learn that you have at last escaped 
the troublesome case of your late companion the ague; to whom, 
hereafter, I hope you will be inexorably “not at Home.” 


If I possibly can I will avail myself of your and Mrs. Forman’s 
very kind invitation. Pray present her my best Respects—& ac- 
cept for yourself my cordial thanks for the wish with which you 
conclude your letter. I have no fear of “partiality” on the part 
of her friends; since supposing it to be the case, it’s very exis- 
tence is conclusive as to the merit of the object of such a senti- 
ment. It will give me great pleasure to see Georgia, dear Georgia! 
[daughter of Joseph and Delia Bryan] and I am determined to 
do so, if I can—altho this is by no means my sole inducement to 
visit Rose Hill. 

Last evening I had a letter (forwarded from Roanoke) from 
Thomas—to whom I wrote today. Be assured that whatever in- 
fluence I may possess over his mind shall be used so as to train 
it in the principles of honour, virtue & true Religion. 

In Hampton Roads I boarded the United States expecting to 
find my namesake there: Indeed I was told so by one of our 
midshipmen at Norfolk: but he had not appeared. I took out of 
the Post Office his order to join Capt. Hall & a letter from my- 
self to him & left them with Lieut. Tattnall. I can’t conceive 
where he is not having heard of him since the summer. As soon 
as I recd. his orders from the Navy Departm’t. I enclosed 
them to him “‘at Norfolk” & for greater caution, wrote him a let- 
ter of advice to that effect, addressed to New Haven. 


I am with every good wish Dr. Sir 
Your friend & Servant 
John Randolph of Roanoke 
To 
Thomas Marsh Forman Esq. 
Rose Hill 
Eastern Shore of Maryland 
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Dear Sir 


Your letter dated the 8th of March, but postmarked “Balti- 
more April 8th” reached me yesterday. I hasten to acknowledge 
it & to thank you for it; altho my eyes are bleared & my fingers 
cramped by writing, & I am worned down with incessant watch- 
ing the progress of the Tariff Bill on which we have twenty 
questions every day, & motions defeated one day are by recon- 
sideration & other means which you will observe reinstated & 
passed. 

Thomas will have told you that I saw Randolph for a moment 
just as the Peacock got under weigh. He was greatly affected at 
the Interview. 

I read your extracts from Tom’s letter with the interest that 
I take in everything that relates to him & you may rely upon my 
using all my influence with him in the manner which you so 
command. 

Your polite & kind invitation I fear I shall not be able to avail 
myself of. I pray you to accept for yourself & present to Mrs. 
Forman my best respects. 


Your obedt Servt. 


John Randolph of Roanoke 
Wednesday Apr. 14, 1824 


To 
Thomas Marsh Forman Esq. 
Rose Hill 
Cecil County 
Eastern Shore of Maryland. 

Committee Room of Senate 
Thursday 13 Feb 1826 

Dear Sir 


I write to say that I cant write. I agree with you entirely—& 
therefore it is that I wish Thomas to leave St. Omers & the 
Jesuits & (while you are yet hale and hearty) to enjoy the ad- 
vantages of M. Fellemberg’s school—let him stay two or three 
years—learn all that it befits a man to know & practice—return 
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& soothe the latter years of yourself & Mrs. Forman—rock the 
cradle of declining age. He will have seen Switzerland with me. 
Be assured that I knew Mrs. B. as well as any body but my 
friend her husband could do. Her remaining a widow 13 years at 
her time of life & with her attractions & impulses to matrimony is 
her highest eulogium. Bryan once told me aye [or long ago?] & 
wrote me too that she was his guardian angel & that no body 
would ever tell from her words or manner that she was sensible 
of his irregularities. I think very portly (?) of learning. It is a 
valuable tool. Thomas may be a respectable country gentleman 
without the marks. Be assured that I agree with you in the main 
points & wish that I could explain myself by words, but I can- 
not. On the 8th I sail in the York (?), De Cost, late of the Cor- 
tes with whom I came from Liverpool last. 


Even if I were more at my own disposal I could not embrace 
your & Mrs. Forman’s polite & kind invitation. 


I am with reciprocal sentiments of regard to those which you 
express for me & a renewal of our feelings under the first John 
Yours 
J. R. of R. 


I’ve just concluded a speech of nearly two hours— 
& am ill & nerve shaken having slept none since 14 
past 11 last night. 


Washington March 4, 1826 

Dear Sir 
I am much gratified by your letter which I am barely able to 
acknowledge but not to answer. My health is indeed deplorable. 
Swaim’s Syrup has done me considerable good, but while one 
doctor tells me this & another that’s the matter, I turn a deaf 
ear to them, because I happen to know that each gives the name 
of his favorite disease to mine, which is the breaking up of a con- 
stitution not naturally strong & which has been impaired by im- 

prudence. 
Most heartily do I thank you for permission to Thomas to 
come & see me at Easter. Nothing prevents my going to Balti- 
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more, but my incessant engagements & my very bad health—be- 
sides we have a cold black-plague that is killing all us poor 
Southrons. 


I shall attend to your list—& as soon as I can get the Farm- 
er shall see to the article that you mention. I have my eye upon 
a great many manufactured pedigrees—& “full bred mare” & 
“imported mare” will not go down with me, unless I know by 
what got, or by whom imported. But I must stop perforce. I 
cannot conclude however without informing you that the best 
letter that I have read for many a long year was written by your 
grandson & namesake to my namesake, his brother. ““The days of 
John Adams” have come again, with this difference; that Ultra 
Federalism has succeeded to the old fashioned Federalism of 
Hamilton & Jno Marshall. The son will not, cannot profit by his 
father’s experience. It is now exactly 25 years since the latter 
fled like a thief in the night from the Palace—Who then be- 
lieved that the son was ever destined to occupy it? There is a 
strong resemblance in the obstinate bigotry of these men to the 
Stuarts. No example, or warning can deter them from ruin. 
Surely Heaven seems to have set its seal upon this race as well 
as the other. 

Your friend & Servt. 


J. R. of Roanoke 
Thomas M. Forman Esq. 


Washington March 27, 1826 
Easter Monday 
My dear Sir, 


Nearly worn down by the consequence of the unavoidable ab- 
sence of my friend & Colleague Mr. Tazewell, & hard put to it 
to write; I cannot, nevertheless, refrain from offering you my 
best thanks for the most grateful cordial that under the cir- 
cumstances of the case could have been administered to me. I al- 
lude to the visit of our friend & your grandson Tom, who ar- 
rived here on Saturday, in time to partake of my otherwise soli- 
tary dinner. I have had a temporary bed put up in my own bed- 
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chamber (a mattress on a sofa) & we are once more restored to 
the good old intercourse of Roanoke. Joseph [son of Joseph and 
Delia Bryan] cou’d not come with him; for which I am very 
sorry. I want to see him & Georgia, that I may love them as 
well as I do the others; for I never could fall in love with ab- 
stractions—not even with a picture; & I haven’t seen their pic- 
tures. 

John Adams has come again—in a new shape indeed; but it 
is only the old Serpent who has cast his slough. As before un- 
der the father, Maryland (a few old respectable & independent 
Republicans excepted) is against us. But my word for it, she as in 
1801 will not be backward in asking for her share of the spoil, 
after we shall have won the victory, as we must & shall do. I’ve 
great faith in blood of men as well as horses—& this is not of 
the generous race that can repeat or even win a heat without 
somebody riding booty. 


I resign my pen to Tom. 


Dear Grand Father 

I arrived here as Mr. Randolph informed you on Saturday in 
time to join him [for] dinner which I assure you was very palit- 
able after a ride of 38 miles without anything to eat or drink. I 
had a pleasant ride. From the last place at which we changed 
horses, I rode by the side of the driver. 


Mr. Randolph does not seem very miuch pleased with St. 
Mary’s,® he does not like the Priests, but he esteems a school in 
Switzerland much more than he dislikes St. Mary’s, and wishes 
very much that I should go there; he has been at it, examined it 
& approved of it. It is the celebrated school of Emmanuel Fellem- 


3 This “St. Mary’s” was St. Mary’s College, Baltimore, Maryland, 
founded by the Fathers of St. Sulpice of Paris, in 1791, after they were 
driven from France following the French Revolution. The standards of 
this institution were of course very high and during the early years of its 
life many Protestants placed their young sons there for education. Thomas 
Marsh Forman Bryan and his younger brother, Joseph Bryan, both appear 
to have been students at St. Mary’s. The list of students show “Thomas 
Bryan” as being there from 1823-1828, and Joseph Bryan from 1825-1828, 
according to the Memorial Volume of the Centenary of St. Mary's Semi- 
nary of St. Sulpice, Baltimore 1791-1891 [published] Baltimore: John 
Murphy & Co. 1891; pages 105 and 108. For this information we are in- 
debted to the Reverend Father Waters, Chancellor of the Diocese of 
Richmond, of the Roman Catholic Church. 
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burg of Hofwil. Mr. Randolph has a very good opinion of it. 
The manner of education the different exercises the students 
have to go through, such as learning to ride, to plough, to use 
carpenter’s tools & a variety of other things, besides a classical 
education. Mr. R. says he will go there this spring if in his 
power, but next year certainly, God Willing, and with your 
permission will take me and put me to school there, he says he 
would be very glad to see you and explain to you the plan and 
show you, that it is as far superior to St. Mary’s; as St. Mary’s is 
to the meanest cross road school in Maryland. I tell you this 
at his particular request. 


I expect I shall return to College [as] of Wednesday. 


Give my love to Grand Mother & believe me your affectionate 
grandson 
T. M. F. Bryan 
F.5. 


The Edinburgh & other Reviews have said a great deal of the 
school of Hofwyl—but as “the Hills are green a great way off” 
& some men can jump thirty feet “at Rhodes” who cant clear 
ten, upon any other ground; I determined to see & to judge for 
myself, whether this too was one of the (not 1,001 like the Arab- 
ian nights but) 100,000,000,001 impostures, with which the world 
has in my time befen] gulled. Altho I never praise by wholesale 
(centure I do; for there is often room for it but never for the 
other) I have no hesitation in saying that for a lad who is to live 
here, I would rather, if he were my son, send him there than, to 
any other school in the world. 


Mr. Fellemberg is a man of fortune & of patrician family at 
Berne who has set his heart upon being the inventor of a school 
that shall serve as a model for the rest of the world & immortal- 
ize his name (no doubt) for when were human motives unmix- 
ed. He is the most benevolent of enthusiasts. Hofwyl is his es- 
tate, a few miles north of the city of Berne. He is the Howard 
& the Coke of Switzerland. He is the greatest agriculturist 
that I ever saw. The husbandry for wheat & culmiferous 
crops—grass; both meadow & pasture—collecting, preserving & 
distributing manures & management of Dairy &c: surpasses any 
thing that I ever saw in England, or the low countries. The 
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best ploughing that I ever saw is at Hofwyl. Mark! that I do not 
aver that the turnip husbandry of Norfolk is surpassed—but we 
dont want turnips—neither the climate nor soil of Switzerland 
suit this root any more than our own. The classical part is also 
& the scientfic part excellent; there are 25 professors to 180 boys. 
Mr. F’s object not being money but utility & fame He says that 
fewer professors cant do justice to the boys. He sleeps in the 
same room with them at one end of the Dormitory & his son at 
the other. The Diet is simple but plentiful & dressed with a view 
to nurse the digestion. The young men ride swim &c: & travel 
over the picturesque regions of that charming country in the 
vacations in companies each under the conduct of a tried tutor. 
In short the boys are never out of sight & hearing altho there is 
neither provost nor provost martial. All is done by entreaty & 
they who are above reason & a sense of duty are sent away, no 
matter whom they may be. No distinctions of rank—none but of 
merit. No religious cant but rational (?) piety. The form of 
worship protestant of the reformed Church which is the estab- 
lished religion of Berne—climate cant be surpassed—nor is it 
possible for manners to be purer. In their alpine excursions the 
young men are attended by their botantical professor who can 
show them then specimens of plants that not other regions but 
those bordering on eternal snow & Ice can aflord.* 


I must be done, for I am undone. 
Sincerely yours 


J. R. of Roanoke 
To 
Thomas Marsh Forman 
of Rose Hill, Esquire 
Cecil County 
Eastern Shore of Maryland 


* Philipp Emanuel Von Fellenberg (1771-1844) the Swiss educator, 
purchased the estate of Hofwyl near Berne, in 1799 “intending to make 
agriculture the basis of a new system which he projected for elevating the 
lower and rightly training the higher orders of the state, and welding 
them together in a closer union than had hitherto been deemed attainable.” 
This celebrated work was carried on by Fellenberg, with the assistance of 
his wife, for many years, his school attaining the highest rank among 
educational institutions of his day. 
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My dear Thomas 


Your letter of the 24th is recd. I can only write to tell you that 
I replied to your grandfathers letter some time ago & had hoped 
until today that he would yield to my arguments, but I have 
received no answer & it appears from yours that he continues 
averse to the plan of our Swiss Tour. 


Col. Tattnall is well but I am quite ill. I fear that I shall not 
be able to go. Remember 4144 & scorn compromise. 


From 
J. Randolph 
Tuesday April 25. [1826?] 
[ Reverse ] 
To 


Mr. Thomas M. Forman Bryan, 
St. Mary’s College 
Baltimore. 
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RicHMonpD 1813 BALTIMORE 1814 


William Wirt, remarkable pen picturer of men and events, left 
to posterity a vivid account of the effect on Richmond’s popula- 
tion of the alarming cry, about two o’clock in the afternoon of 
June 28, 1813, that the British were at the city’s gate. No ele- 
ment in this moving scene escaped him. The following day, in 
glowing though brief lines, he described in a letter to his ab- 
sent wife the emotional reaction of Richmond’s people, both men 
and women, to the clanging bell and firing cannon; “the com- 
plete signal of invasion.”? 

Though this proved a false alarm and the ensuing confusion 
but “idle panic,” over which Mr. Wirt could not resist the temp- 
tation to throw the light of humor, he asks his wife the ques- 
tion, after alluding to the reports of the enemy’s previous be- 
havior in Hampton; “What think you must have been the ter- 
rors and agonies of the women here on the report the enemy was 
in the town?”? We do not have Mrs. Wirt’s reply; but, through 
the long, long years from that time there comes to us a fragile 
sheet of paper whose yet clearly discernible words bear testi- 
mony to what another woman, actual participant in the scenes 





1 Kennedy, Memoirs of the Life of William Wirt .. Philadelphia ... 
1849; Vol. I, pages 356-7. Mr. Wirt’s letter dated Richmond, July 29, 1813, 
was addressed to Mrs. Wirt at “Montevideo” in Buckingham County, the 
estate of the Hon, William H. Cabell (1772-1853) who had married (as 
his second wife) March 11, 1805, Agnes Sarah Belle Gamble, (1783-1862) 
the sister of Mrs. Wirt, who was Elizabeth Gamble; and whom Mr. Wirt 
had married (as his second wife) on September 7, 1802. William Wirt was 
a member of the Richmond Committee of Vigilance, appointed June 26, 
1813, and during the alarm of June 28 was made captain of a company of 
Flying Artillery. (Brown, Cabells and Their Kin, page 275; and Va. Mag. 
Vol. VII, pages 227 and 229). For another contemporary account of the 
events of June 28 in Richmond, see The Enquirer, Richmond, Friday, July 
2, 1813, page 3, column 3, editorial article entitled “Alarm—Alacrity of the 
Citizens—And Safety of the City”. 

* The British forces ascending the James River and reaching Sandy 
Point found the approaches to Richmond so well manned that they abandon- 
ed their plan to invade the city and turned again down the river. The En- 
quer (Richmond) July 2, 1813, page 3, Column 3 “Several hundreds of 
men are ready at Fort Powhatan [Hoods in Prince George County] to 
breast the first shock—and at this moment there cannot be less than 4000 
men at the Malvern Hills [Malvern Hill, Henrico County] Sandy Point 
[Charles City County] and their immediate vicinity—exclusive of the 
troops in Richmond.” (Va. Mag., Vol. VII, pages 227-8). 
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of that frenzied day, really felt. In the manuscript collection of 
the Virginia Historical Society we find the following classic ex- 
pression of a young woman’s feeling about it all as in retreat she 
meditated on the recent lurid hours as she wrote to an inti- 
mate friend. 


Devia Hayes, or RICHMOND, TO HER FRIEND MariA Roy? 
OF CAROLINE. 
Powhatan, Fairfield [July 1813]* 


Words being inadequate to express the pleasure your affec- 
tionate letter afforded thy absent Friend she will only beg your 
acceptance of her warmest acknowledgements and grateful thanks. 


No doubt you heard of the alarm occasioned by the landing 
of the Enemy at Sandy-Point, as much of a Heroine as you 
have believed me to be my courage failed me when Danger was 
near and I immediately left the confused and busy City in com- 
pliance with my Brothers wishes for Regions peaceful and free 
from Danger. I am at this time with Sister McRae & Children 
at Old McRae’s. Maria Wilson® intends staying with me here 
at Fairfield a day or two, at the expiration of which time I shall 
return with her to her Father’s in Cumberland and there take 
shelter from every impending evil I hope. 

It is impossible for my Sterile imagination to represent the 


3 Delia Hayes, the writer of this letter, was a daughter of James Hayes 
and Ann Dent Black; see Genealogical Section for note on the Hayes fam- 
ily. Maria Roy, to whom this letter was written, was a daughter of Mungo 
Roy (1742-1815) of Locust Hill, Caroline County, and Catherine Micou, his 
wife. Maria Roy was married May 19, 1819, to John Baylor, of New Market, 
Caroline County. (Va. Mag., Vol. VIII, page 331). This letter of Delia 
Hayes to Maria Roy was given by Dr. John Roy Baylor (son of Maria 
Roy and John Baylor) to Herbert Augustine Claiborne II (1819-1902) of 
Richmond, (who was a son of Delia Hayes and her husband Herbert Aug- 
ustine Claiborne I [1784-1841] of Richmond) and by his son, Herbert Aug- 
ustine Claiborne III, of Richmond, to the Virginia Historical Society. 

4 “Fairfield” was, as the letter shows, the McRae home in Powhatan 
County, about two and a half miles above Belona Post Office. Nancy Hayes 
(sister of Delia Hayes) married in 1807 Alexander McRae (see Genealogi- 
cal Section for note on Hayes family) Delia Hayes’ letter must have been 
written after July 8th, the day on which we know that the Richmond Wash- 
ington Volunteers left Richmond. As she states that her mother had informed 
her that the company “had marched a few days since . . .” we may safely 
date the letter about the 15th to the 20th of July, 1813. The alarm in Rich- 
mond was on June 28th, not “on the 29th” as the letter states. 

5 The “Maria Wilson” referred to was Maria Willis Wilson, daughter 
of Willis Wilson, of Bonbrook, Cumberland County, and his wife, Mrs. 
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agonies & suffering of some Females on the 29th instant [ultimo ?] 
when the ringing of Bells & the explosion of three Cannons an- 
nounced the emminent Dangers to which our Defenceless Fe- 
males would soon be exposed. I will drop this subject by bid[d]- 
ing you consult the Public Print it is then you will say my Friends 
your fears were not groundless. When I take a retrospective 
View of our misfortunes and think on those which threaten us I 
would if possible fly from Ref[l]ection & shut from my Mind 
all Future events in this Life. Mama informed me the company 
of Washington Volunteers commanded by Captain Booker had 
marched a few days since for Sackets-Harbour.* May Heaven 
direct those valiant Youths the way to remove the great Calamity 
and may the love of Liberty twine round their Hearst and Glory 
Sparkle in their Eyes, and then may the American Eagle Soar 
high and build her downy Nest in the Olive branch. 

Observe some degree of Punctuality My Dear Friend & 
write soon. Make your Directions to Cartersville, Cumberland, 
or direct under cover to Doctor Hayes? & he will forward them 
to your still deserving & affectionate 

Delia Hayes 

I would prefer your Directing to Richmond as I think there 
would be a much better opportunity for my getting them. 
{Addressed to] 
Miss Maria Roy 
to be left at the 
Bowling Green 
Caroline. 

In the Virginia Historical Society’s manuscript collection there 


is another letter from a member of the Hayes family dating from 
the trying “War of 1812” period which serves to unite not only 





Elizabeth (Trent) Black, daughter of Alexander Trent, and widow of 
William Black, Jr., of Chesterfield County. This William Black was a 
brother of Anne Dent Black who married James Hayes, and had Delia 
Hayes, the writer of this letter. Maria Willis Wilson married (as his first 
wife) Sept. 1814, John Park Wilson. We are indebted to Mrs. R. C. Wight 
and her sister, Miss Wilson, of Richmond, for this information. 

® See following for roll of the Richmond Washington Volunteers com- 
manded by Captain Richard Booker. 

7 “Doctor Hayes” was Doctor John Hayes, brother of Delia Hayes. He 
was a young physician in Richmond and was surgeon’s mate of the 19th 
Virginia Regiment. (Va. Mag., Vol. VII, page 227). See post page 286. 
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the two branches of the family in the bonds of war’s affliction 
but also to unite the cities of Richmond and Baltimore in their 
common experience of threatened invasion during that war. The 
following letter written by John Hayes, of Baltimore, to his 
nephew Doctor John Hayes, of Richmond, (a brother of Delia 
Hayes, the writer of the above letter) discloses the feeling of 
alarm experienced by Baltimoreans as the British approached 
so near to their city as to place it in imminent danger of invasion. 
After defeating the militia at Bladensburg, Maryland, the Brit- 
ish successfully turned their attention to Washington City, after 
which their advance upon Baltimore was effectively repulsed by 
the militia at the Battle of North Point, and by Fort McHenry’s 
successfully withstanding a bombardment of many hours. As 
the events of late June, 1813, had created such panic among the 
inhabitants of Richmond, to the events of September, 1814, 
brought consternation to Baltimoreans. However, » Baltimore 
like Richmond was fortunate in the retirement of the enemy 
before the city’s gates were reached. 

It was on the day of the expected return of the members of 
his family who, for safety’s sake, had been sent into the coun- 
try some distance, that John Hayes, of Baltimore, who had re- 
mained in the city throughout the seige, wrote of the alarm in 
the following letter: 


Joun Hayes, or BALTIMORE, TO HIS NEPHEW, JOHN HAYES, 
or RicHMoND® 
D® Nephew, 

We have had a very alarming and distressing time of it, dur- 
ing the stay and attack of an inveterate foe, come for the base 
purpose no doubt of plundering & destroying this city had they 
succeeded in gaining possession; but thanks to a kind Providence 
they have been frustrated in their infernal designs for the pres- 
ent. But it is given out that two of their Admirals have gone to 


8 This letter was presented to the Virginia Historical Society in Novem- 
ber, 1940 by Herbert Augustine Claiborne III, of Richmond, son of Her- 
bert Augustine Claiborne II (1819-1902) and grandson of Herbert Augus- 
tine Claiborne I (1784-1841) and his wife Delia Hayes, sister of Doctor 
John Hayes, to whom this letter was addressed. For an account of the 
poe Point and Fort McHenry engagements see Scharf’s History of 

altimore. 
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Halifax & Bermuda for reinforcements to make a second attack, 
which if so, I am afraid it will be much more serious than the 
first. You have, no doubt, seen the several communications to 
our Government relative to the seige of this place, much more 
circumstantial than I could detail to you in a letter—We are 
constantly adding & strengthening the works of defence to give 
them a warm reception if they should try it again—I have been 
in town all the time, by myself, very much indisposed with fev- 
ers & the summer complaint; but I thank God, altho’ very weak 
am gettnig better of the disorder. I sent the family 25 miles in 
the country with only a few articles of bedding and clothing, a 
few days before the enemy came in sight and they have not re- 
turned yet, being one month this day—I expect them this even- 
ing. I have not heard anything from Philadelphia a long time 
past. Altho’ your letter is dated 21st Sept. I do assure you I 
did not receive it till the middle of yesterday. I am glad to find 
that you are all well & hope a continuance of your health. Re- 
member me to them all. I shall write to you soon again. 
Your affectionate uncle 
John Hayes 


{Addressed to] 
Doctor John Hayes 
Richmond, 
Virg* 
RICHMOND WASHINGTON VOLUNTEERS 

This company of volunteers for duty with the United States 
forces in the “War of 1812” found that line of duty far from 
their native state. We know only too well how deeply men’s 
spirits are moved when danger confronts their country. If they 
can be of service then they are willing to render whatever ser- 
vice they can. There is no reason to believe that the members 
of this company did not feel that they were called to combat 
service and manifest that feeling in fullest measure. “Those val- 
iant youths” Delia Hayes calls them in her letter of July, 1813; 
and the record of their service, the fragmentary record that we 
have, certainly justifies her description. Forming their com- 
pany in Richmond these young men were immediately summon- 
ed to the field of action. 
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From a Muster Roll of this company of volunteers it appears 
that the officers and 43 of the privates enlisted for this volunteer 
service on June 6, 1813; with 15 more men enlisting between 
June 8 and August 7, on which date the last enlistment occurred. 
On June 11, 1813, the captain of the company issued his first 
call for assembling, which appeared in The Enquirer, Richmond, 
June 15, page 4, column 5, as follows: 


Attention ! 
Washington Volunteers of Richmond, Va. 


You are hereby ordered to repair with all possible ex- 
pedition to the City of Richmond your place of rende- 
vous. I have received marching orders. 

June 11. Richard Booker, Capt. W. V. 


On June 17th Captain Booker issued a second call to the mem- 
bers of his company calling them to report “to the commanding 
officer in camp,” and adding: “I wish to get a Drummer and a 
Fifer for the U. S. service—to whom liberal pay will be given.” 
This “call” was continuously issued in the papers through suc- 
ceeding issues for several weeks. Unfortunately the roll of the 
company does not carry the names of the drummer and fifer; 
though we can hardly doubt that the captain’s summons to such 
service was entirely ignored. 


In the Virginia Argus, Richmond, Thursday, June 24, 1813, 
page 3, column 3, we find this brief notice: “The ‘Richmond 
Washington Volunteers’ are expected to march on Wednesday 
next! for Sackett’s Harbor.” Here we find that the company was 
ready to move for action; the day of departure set-—Wednesday, 
June 30. However a delay occurred. We have not found any 
reason stated for this; but in view of another notice we can but 
wonder if the company’s departure was delayed by lack of equip- 
ment. 


An active “war time” organization in Richmond was “The So- 
ciety for promoting the Success of the War against Great Brit- 
ain.” From a notice published in the Virginia Argus, Thursday, 
July 1, 1813, it appears that “The attempt to get a meeting of 
the Society on Tuesday last proved ineffectual in consequence of 
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the circumstance that many of the members were engaged in 
military duty.® A meeting is therefore urgently requested at the 
Capitol on Saturday, the 3rd. inst. at 12 o’clock p. m. for the 
purpose of considering a proposition to appropriate a sum of 
money now in the Treasurer’s hands to the equipment of the 
Richmond Washington Volunteers.”© No doubt this honorable 
organization did turn the funds in its treasury to the purpose 
stated. At any rate, whatever the reason for the delayed depart- 
ture of the company, the glorious day arrived and on Thursday, 
July 8, the march to the battle front began. The Patriot, Rich- 
mond, Friday, July 9, 1813, page 3, column 5, tells the story. 

“The Richmond Washington Volunteers under Captain Rich- 
ard Booker left this city yesterday afternoon and took up their 
line of march to Sackett’s Harbor. The best wishes of their 
friends and fellow citizens attend them. We cannot forbear to 
express our firm belief that this little band will nobly maintain 
the reputation and honor of Virginia and reflect credit on their 
maternal city. May the guardian spirits of Washington, Warren, 
Montgomery, hover around them when danger shall threaten, 
and lead them to Victory and Glory.” 

On Tuesday, July 13, we find that the Richmond Washington 
Volunteers were royally received in Fredericksburg (a five days 
march from Richmond). Near the town they were met by Cap- 
tain Green’s company of volunteers as an escort of honor. They 
were received and welcomed at the Town Hall; “a splendid din- 
ner had been provided for them, and a sum of money subscrib- 
ed for their benefit.”?4 

And then the march northward was again taken up and on 
Thursday morning July 22, the company passed through Alex- 
andria “for Sackett’s Harbor.”?? 





_.% That was Tuesday, June 29, the day following the alarm that the Brit- 
ish were moving on Richmond; and all the men of the town were on active 
military duty. 

10 The Enquirer, Richmond, Friday, July 2, 1813, page 3, column 5, 
carries the same notice, with the exception of the statement that the funds 
were to be appropriated towards “the equipment of” the company. 

11 ¢” Virginia Argus, Richmond, Thursday, July 15, 1813, page 3, col- 
umn 5, 

12 The Enquirer, Richmond, Friday, July 23, 1813, page 3, column 3. For 
this item from Alexandria, we are indebted to Miss Ellen Wooldridge, as- 


sistant librarian of the Virginia Historical Society. This was the first item 
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Though we have not followed these youthful patriots every 
step of their march northward, muster rolls of the company (to 
be given presently) show that their first term of service expired 
August 17, 1813, at which time the company was in “Camp near 
Annapolis,” Maryland. From another muster roll of the com- 
pany (also to be given presently) we find that this company, of- 
ficers and privates, enlisted for another term of service on Aug- 
ust 1, 1813, while at camp near Annapolis; this term, we find 
expiring on December 31 of that year. 


On August 23, Captain Booker, then in Baltimore with his 
company, wrote this letter to the editor of The Enquirer, Rich- 
mond, which we find in the issue of that paper for Friday, Aug- 
ust 27, 1813, page 3, column 5. Captain Booker wrote: “We have 
been much fatigued though cheerful in the discharge of our duty 
at Annapolis; from which place we marched on Friday last 
[August 20] and reached this place on Saturday evening. Never 
were Soldiers more hospitably treated than our Volunteers are 
by the Citizens of Baltimore. Their treatment is such as to de- 
serve and excite the grateful acknowledgments of all the men. 
We are ordered to York, Pennsylvania, there to await for orders 
from Col. T. M. Randolph!* who is now in Virginia perhaps 
at Norfolk.” 


From Baltimore the company proceeded northward through 
York and Carlisle in Pennsylvania and on to Sackett’s Harbor in 
Jefferson County, New York, at the east end of Lake Ontario 
which was a point of great activity during this war and from 
which expeditionary forces were sent into Canada. 


The Richmond Washington Volunteers did not reach Sackett’s 
Harbor until November 2nd but from that date until their dis- 


discovered in research for data relative to the Richmond Washington Vol- 
unteers. Miss Wooldridge’s interest, substantially manifested throughout 
our research, has been of greatest value in compiling this note. 

13 This was Thomas Mann Randolph (1768-1828) of Edge Hill, Albe- 
marle County, who when the War of 1812 came on was in command of the 
Ist Light Corps of Virginia Militia; but was in 1813 made colonel of the 
20th U. S. Infantry and took part in the Canadian campaign. He was 
commissioned colonel of the 20th Infantry, March 3, 1813 and resigned 
March 13, 1814. Colonel Randolph was a member of the Virginia Assem- 
bly, of Congress, and governor of Virginia 1819-22. He married Martha, 
daughter of Thomas Jefferson. (Dictionary of American Biography, Vol. 
XV, page 370; Heitman, Register and Dictionary of the U. S. Army, 
1789-1903, page 815.) 
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charge the very last of December the record of their heroic ser- 
vice and discouraging experiences comes to us in two notable ac- 
counts given in Richmond papers of that time: the first a lengthy 
“Extract of a letter from an officer of the Richmond Washington 
Volunteers to a friend in this City,” dated Malone [New York] 
November 25th, 1813, published in The Patriot, Richmond, Fri- 
day, December 17, 1813, page 2, column 3; the second a briefer 
letter “to the Editor from one of the Richmond Washington Vol- 
unteers, dated Malone [New York] November 28th, 1813” and 
published in The Enquirer, Richmond, Thursday, December 16th, 
1813, page 3, column 3. These letters tell us with what “high 
spirits” the Richmond company had gone to the north to enter 
the conflict at the vital point. Reaching Sackett’s Harbor, Novem- 
ber 2nd, the company, joining the main army at French Creek on 
the evening of the 4th, struck tent at dawn on the morning of the 
5th and a few hours later were proceeding to Canada as part of 
an expeditionary force of eight to nine hundred effective men, 
embarked in five hundred boats, sailing down the St. Lawrence 
River. They passed Prescott on November 7th under heavy, 
but harmless fire from the fort at that place and landed on the 
Canadian shore somewhat below that point believing their force 
“sufficient to carry victory, at the point of the bayonet, to any 
post on this side of Quebec.” On November 11th the Richmond 
Washington Volunteers engaged as part of the advance guard, 
in the Battle of Williamsburg, a three and a half hour engage- 
ment resulting in heavy, though about equal, losses on both sides. 
Then came a rude awakening in the defeat of all expectations of 
victory. “After being told the American flag was to wave trium- 
phant in Montreal in a few days,” writes the officer of the Vol- 
unteers, “after being led to within fifty miles of the spot and 
then forced to retreat principally before a force said to be inferior 
in numbers, awakened in the whole army feelings which may be 
better conceived than described.” November 14th to 18th, the 
American army retired from Canada and went to French Mills, 
Franklin County, in the extreme northeastern corner of New 
York, only a few miles from the Canadian border. At French 
Mills the men, going into winter quarters were, many of them, 
stricken with illness and the Richmond company, with others, 
were ordered to Malone for the preservation of health. Sickness 
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was prevalent in the army and many men died, among them sev- 
eral members of the Richmond Washington Volunteers, as will 
be seen by referring to the Muster Roll following. The letter of 
November 28th (referred to above) carries the sad conclusion 
“Died at this place [Malone] last night after a lingering illness 
which he bore with more than christian fortitude, John Goulden, 
a worthy member of our little band; he will be buried this even- 
ing with the honors of war.” 


This retreat from Canada signified to the writers of both of 
the letters the impossibility of further action on the part of the 
Americans before the coming of Spring. The officer of the Rich- 
mond Washington Volunteers plainly lays the blame for the fail- 
ure of this expedition on the currently reported difference exist- 
ing between Generals Wilkinson and Hampton; and refers to the 
“much blame attached to General Hampton for his non-com- 
pliance with orders. Instead of co-operating with General Wilkin- 
son, as ordered, he took his troops into winter quarters two 
months before the usual time. This extraordinary maneuvre may 
not appear strange to you if your are apprised of the existing 
difference between the two generals. Thus you see the public is 
made to suffer by the disputes of great men.” The letter-writer’s 
self italicized words have quite a modern sounding bark in them. 
The writers of both letters say that the Richmond Washington 
Volunteers will be discharged within a few weeks, their retention 
on duty for the present being “rather an expense than profit to 
the government,” and that the members of the organization will 
be home sometime during the winter. 

General Wilkinson in a General Order dated Malone, New 
York, December 29, 1813, paid to the Richmond Washington 
Volunteers a tribute which has been described as “without parel- 
lel in the military orders of this or any other country.” The Gen- 
eral Order?* was as follows: 


“Headquarters, Malone, 29th December, 1813. 


GENERAL ORDERS. 


Captain Booker and the Richmond Volunteers have 
leave to return to the capital of Virginia, from whence 

14 Though this Order was published forty seven years ago in The Vir- 
ginia Magazine of History and Biography (Vol. II, page 94;) we think it 
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they marched in August last to assert the cause of their 
country in the North. Major General Wilkinson wishes 
he possessed power to do justice to the merits of this 
Patriot band, and to reward them for their services and 
sufferings ; but this belongs to their country, which best 
understands how to estimate their worth, and to remun- 
erate them for their sacrifices. With the General it only 
remains to thank them, which he does with all his heart, 
for the readiness with which they have performed every 
duty required of them, and the patience and fortitude 
they have manifested under the hardships and privations 
incident to a soldier’s life whilst in campaign. He hopes 
the names of this body of free citizens who voluntarily 
abandoned their houses, their homes, their friends and 
their families, to offer their lives to the service of their 
country, may never be forgotten; and to give to his 
wishes the fullest effect of this frail record, he submits 
the following roll to the army and the country, com- 
prehending the names of those who composed this com- 
pany, which he flatters will never be thought of but 
with respect.?® 
* * k * * * 

Captain Booker, in making the next muster will strike 
off the officers and men at the time most convenient 
to them within the period of their engagement; and in 
making up his abstracts for pay he will allow the usual 
mileage to those actually discharged at this place; all 
others to continue enrolled until discharged at Rich- 
mond, whence they marched.” 

e ¢ 6 @ @ 
well worth republishing as a conclusion to this note on the Richmond Wash- 
ington Volunteers. 
15 General Wilkinson’s order at thi int li i 
The Richmond Washington A ody ce oe _ pores Lp he 


Rolls, recently found in The National Archives, and published herewith (for 
the first time) give full details about members of this organization. 
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Muster Roll of a company of Volunteers commanded by Captain Rich* 
Booker! in the service of the United States from the commencement of ser- 


vice to 17th August 1813. 


. ommencement Expiration 
N° Names Rank — ros i of ye 
1 *Rich* Booker Cap* 6" June 1813 17° August 1813 
2 John W. Ellis 1** Lieut "eS ad ad ” 
3 Benj® Hazelgrove 2* Lieut = Se " ” i. 
4 Robert Kennedy Ensign oP aan ee ° wd ” 
1 George Nicolson 1** Serj‘ .. es ” . * 
2 Chri® Branch - = ae " ¥ sg 
3 *W™ B. Page - * a. * * " ” 
4 *Samuel Shepherd ~~ * ee @ os » 2 
1 John Estill It Corp' 32” " om oM 
2 Reubin Turner 2* Corp' eS ig i " 
3 Cha* Jones # 4 July 1813 4 a . 
4 W™ Giles R - 6** June 1813 . sd - 
1 Peter Alley Private " - - - - oa 
2 A. Adkins ad _ ” ” ” 
3 W™ F. Burton » se » ” ° 
4 John Bullard " .. ai’ ” ” " 
5 P. B. Bell ” 7 # ” ” ” 
6 Ge° Brichan ~” " o ” » # 
7 R. T. Booker R “s 3 July 1813 - gil 
8 Geo Compton ” 6" June ” - . * 
9 P. P. Courtney ” > es " . * 
10 Rich* Clarke " "om 
11 Rich* Crouch ” » 2 ” ” ” 
12 Rob‘ Conner os dB ve _ ” 
13 W'™ H. Curtis . - | 5 * . 
14 John Conner " 7 Om ” ” ” 
15 Ja* P. Carter * 14** July 1813 " " ws 
16 M. L. Conner ss ." FF & 
17, Ja* Cooke ad > " ” * 
18 F. Dearing R “ 6** June 1813 “ aa. 
19 Rich* Elam ” _* ”* a * 
20 J. T. Fleming “3 sF ? * “ 4 
21 Rob‘ French = 14™ July 1813 ad a 


16 Though we have not been able to positively identify Captain Richard 
Booker, of the Richmond Washington Volunteers, Dr. Joseph D. Eggles- 
ton, of Hampden-Sydney, Virginia, a student of Booker family history, 
suggests that he was Richard Booker (son of John Booker [1751-1803] of 
Amelia County, and Elizabeth Giles, his wife, sister of Governor William 
B. Giles, of Virginia) who was born January 22, 1791; died 1846, of Amelia 
County, who was later a member of the Virginia House of Delegates 1823- 
36; married March 1833, Ruth B. Scott of Amelia County, but died with- 
out issue, 











N° 


22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
+, 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 





Names 


Henry Ferril 
John Gouldin 
H. Gentry 

W™ W. Gray R 
Ja® Ganes 

W™ Hodge 
Tho* Herbert 
F. Hughes 

P. Hughes 
John Hanes 
W™ Herbert R 
Wyatt Hines 
John Hipkins 
Leroy Hipkins 
Benj® Johnson 
W™ Jarvis 

Tho* King 

F. Kuhn 

Lewis Minor 
John Moody 
Reiley Moore 
Cha* G. McGinnes 
Peter Nickson R 
George Norwood 
A. Perry 

W"™ H. Perry 
John C. Page R 
W™ N. Perry 
John Perry 
John Pickett 
Rich* Roper 
David Reat 

J°° A. Russell 
John Ross 
Grief Truley 
Seaton Tyler R 
George Webb 
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Rank 


Private 


” 


Commencement 
of service 


6 June 1813 


” ” ” 


14* July 1813 
6“ June ” 


” ” ” 
” ” 

” ” ” 
” ” ” 


” ” ” 


2¢ July 1813 
12%" ” ” 

7 * 

6 June ” 


” ” ” 


7™ August 1813 
8** June, 1813 
6* June 1813 
14 July 1813 
6" June ” 
18" July ” 
6" June 1813 


” ” » 


” ” 


18" July 1813 
6" June 1813 
28 June 1813 
Ge ” ia 


” ” 
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Expiration 
of service 


7™ August 1913 


” ” ” 


It appears by notation on this Muster Roll that the men from Richard 
Booker, captain, through Robert Kennedy, ensign, “Recvd pay to 3lst 
July 1813 of Lieut. Jemmison ;” 
Courtney “Received no pay”; Richard Clarke appears as “sick in Rich- 
mond ;” from Richd. Crouch through Jas. P. Carter “Received no pay;” M. 
L. Conner is noted as “Enlisted 15th August, received no pay;” from Jas. 


Cooke through George Webb noted as “Received no pay.” 


from George Nicolson through P. P. 


There is no explanation given in the original Muster Roll as to why an 
asterisk (*) appears by the names of Booker, Page and Shepherd. 
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The “R” opposite the names Wm. Giles, R. T. Booker, F. Dearing, Wm. 
W. Gray, Wm. Herbert, Peter Nickson, John C. Page, and Seaton Tyler 
evidently stands for “reported.”—Editor,. 


© 
, : 3 
Recapitulation < 
a i °] 
for — 
~ - 7 tw 
Bea... 8 ew2ze 
ee oe ee aafRyz 
Qa S wp fh om — +S 4 
a: {i} Oo 0 & ° nN 3 —y 
6 ee MNO Ay & , 3 x 
Present fit ome oe 
for duty 114141 4 451 63 $ 
Sick present 5 = 
Sick Absent 1 = 
oe 
4 


I certify on honor that the foregoing is a correct Muster Roll of 
Captain Rich* Booker’s company of Richmond Volunteers as Mus- 
tered by me, so far as I know or believe 
AnD” Pickens Jun’ 
Lt Col: 10% U. S. Inf” 
Camp near Annapolis Augt 17th 1813 


Muster Roll of Capt® 
Richard Bookers Comp’ 
of Richmond Volunteers 


(This Muster Roll is from The National Archives, Washington, D. C., 
records of the Department of War, Muster Rolls). 





>) 
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Muster roll of a company of Richmond Washington Volunteers in the 
service of the U. S. commanded by Capt Rich* Booker, from 31** July 
1813 to 31*t December 1813 both days inclusive. 


N* Names —- See see 
1 Rich* Booker 1** Cap* 1*t August 1813 31°* December 1813 
2 John W. Ellis 1** Lieu si ee . 7 : és 
3 Benj® Hazelgrove 24¢ ditto R” ” = ‘ . " 
4 Robert Kennedy Ensign - 6 z vi " 
1 George Nicholson 1** Serjt R 1** August 1813.” " . 
2 Christopher Branch 2* ” ™ = ™ - 7 - 
Discharged 15 Dec- 
3 W™ B. Page R Fr * "= ”" ember 1813 by 
Genl. Wilkinson 
4 Sam' Shepherd ee * 3 . 7 31** December 1813 
1 John Estill 1** Corp! . m . ei 7 2 
2 Reubin Turner  * ~~? = ia . . 6 
3 Charles Jones ¥ ” - = , 7 
4 William Giles R ef * = - . : . ” 
1 Peter Alley Private ™ . = . " ? 
2 Andrew Adkins 7 _ ™ 7 . ? ” 
Pd. by 3d. Audr. to 
J. Chew, Esq’. 28th 
3 W™ F. Burton _ . ” Nov. 1817. Died on 


or about 29 Nov. 
at Macenas, N. Y. 


4 John Bullard * . = 7 31** December 1813 
5 P. B. Bell R x a " a by ™ ” 
6 George Brichan * - ” ie y * 
7 Rich* T. Booker R . " » ’ za + iy 
8 George Compton * ” © * " " sa 
9 P. P. Courtney ’ oil a . " "at 
10 Rich* Crouch “ - 9 ” - m - 
Died 27th Dec. 
11 Robert Conner i ws . = ag at Malone, N. 
12 Ja* P. Carter ” ws a ml 31°* December 1813 
13 John Conner * " - i ” 7 se 
14 James Cooke _ “ss we = % " a 
15 Frederick Dearing R _ ~~ 5 m sd ™ - 
16 Rich* Elam " ” * . ° ? as 
17 John T. Fleming R * ? . % , & - 
18 Robert French ? * 5 + ss * " 
Died 27th Nov. 
19 John Gouldin " " . oa at Malone, N. 
20 Herman Gentry ” sa wy 31** December 1813 


17 “Travelling allowance paid, 3 Aud’. May, 1837”. 
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Ne _— Rank Commencement Expiration 
of service of service 
21 James Gains Private 1°* August 1813 31°t December 1813 





23 
24 
25 


27 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
37 


39 


40 


41 
42 


43 


44 
45 


47 


49 
50 
51 
52 


William Hodge 


Thomas Herbert 
John Haynes 
William Herbert R 
Wiatt Hines 

John Hipkins 
Leroy Hipkins 
Benj" Johnson 
William Jarvis 
Thomas King 
Frederick Kuhn 
Lewis Minor 

John Moody R 
Reiley Moore R 
Cha* G. Meginnis 
Peter Nickson Rep‘ 
George Norwood 
Alexander Perry 


W” Hill Perry 


John Perry 
W™ N. Perry 


John C. Page 


John Pickett 
Rich* Roper 
David Reat 
John A. Russell 


John Ross 


Grief Truley 
Seaton Tyler R 
George Webb 
Dennis Hawes 


W. H. Curtis 


” ” 
” ” 
9 ” 
” ” 
” ” 
” ” 
” ” 
” ” 
” ” 
” ” 
” ” 
” ” 
” ” 
” ” 
” ” 
” ” 
” ” 
” ” 
” ” 
” ” 
” ” 
” ” 

” 

” 
” ’ 
> ” 


15 Oct 1813 


1** August 


Died Dec. 5, 1813 
at Malone, N. Y., 
Paid by _ Robt, 
Brent, PM. U. S. 
Army. 


31** December 1813 
” ” ” 
” ” ” 
” ” ” 
” ” ” 
” ” ” 
’ ” ” 
’ ” ” 
’ ” ” 
” ” ” 
” ” ” 
” ” ” 
” ” ” 
” ” ” 
” ” ” 
” ” ” 


Died 18 Dec. 1813 
between F[rench] 
Mills and Malone 
(N. Y.] 

31** December 1813 


’ 


Discharged by 
Majr. - Genl. Wil- 


kinson, 15 Dec. 
1813 
31°t December 1813 


Left sick in Hos- 
pital at Carlile, Pa. 


31°* December 1813 


” ” ” 


Promoted to En- 
sign 12th Regt. 
15th Dec. 1813 





Pre: 


Sick 
Sick 
Disc 
Dea 
Pro 


rec 
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Recapitulation 
a 2 w 2 =.¢ yw 
s3 sw» a te am & 
_SAPEEESE Bm Ee 
ee Sete s M4 ® Ss a 2 
SLR’ o*e < og o 
Present s 8 e pe) 
for duty 11 1 1 1 23437 41 wy FE 
Sick present 2 11 13 13 " Sho 
Sick absent ' 2 3 F B O en 
, es, re 
Discharged 3 bP @.4 a g » 
Dead i esgg ”° 
Promoted 2s a": 
1111 4 453 61 65 


I certify on honour that this muster roll exhibits a true state- 
ment of Captain Booker’s Company of Richmond Volunteers as 
mustered by me on the 31** day of December 1813 and that the 
remarks opposite the names of each, are correct 

R G Hite Ass‘ 
Adj Gen', Mustering 
officer? 


(This Muster Roll is from The National Archives, Washington, D. C., 
records of the Department of War, Muster Rolls) .18 





18 The two items following are comments by Niles Weekly Register, (Bal- 
timore, Md.) on the beginning and conclusion of the service of the “Rich- 
mond Washington Volunteers.” Niles Register, Vol. 4, page 259, issue of 
June 19, 1813: “A military company called the ‘Washington Volunteers’ 
has been organized at Richmond, Va. They are ordered to march immed- 
lately for Sackett’s Harbor.” Niles Register, Vol. 5, page 287, issue of 
December 25, 1813: “The ‘Richmond Volunteers’ are expected to return 
home, As their time will expire before the period arrives when operations 
against Canada may be expected to recommence it is said will be discharged 
themselves consenting. They are now at Malone, N. Y.” 
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THE BUFFALOE SETTLEMENT AND 
ITS MAKERS 


With an account of some of their Descendants 
By Josep D. Eccieston, President 


Virginia Historical Society 





Throughout the 18th century thousands of Scots and Scotch- 
Irish (Scots of North Ireland) came to the American Colonies, 
In New England they met with a cold, and at times hostile, re- 
ception, and most of them moved to more congenial environ- 
ments. In Delaware, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and other States 
they found a warm welcome, and became potent factors in 
opening up new fields of settlement and in proving to be a wall 
of defense between the Indians and the more thickly settled 
Eastern communities. Governor Gooch of Virginia was favorable 
to those immigrants who came to the Virginia Colony; one rea- 
son being because he saw that the settlement of these people 
in the western parts of the Colony would provide a buffer be- 
tween hostile Indians on the west and the colonists on the east.! 


Miss Elizabeth V. Gaines has given a valuable account of the 
Scotch-Irish Settlement on Cub Creek, in the western part of 
Lunenburg (now Charlotte) County.” The leader of this Settle- 
ment was John Caldwell, a native of Ulster County, Ireland, who 
settled first in Pennsylvania, and then, after spying out the land, 
brought a colony to Virginia in 1738. In Pennsylvania he was an 
elder in the Presbyterian Church of which Rev. John Thomson 
was the pastor. On May 25, 1738, he requested the Synod of 
Philadelphia to appoint members of that body to wait on the 


Note: The statement on page 158 of the April issue of The Virginia 
Magazine, that Rev. Richard Sankey was chairman of the Prince Edward 
County Committee of Safety should have been member, not Chairman. 

The surmise (pages 164-165) that the Buffaloe Circulating Library “in- 
spired the formation of the Prince Edward County Library Company” ap- 
pears to have been an error. A minute in the proceedings of the Union 
Literary Society of Hampden-Sydney College indicates that the Library 
Company came into being in 1802, the same year in which the Circulating 
Library had birth. It would seem that both started together. The Prince 
Edward Library Company appears to have dissolved in 1817. 

1 W. H. Foote, Sketches of Virginia, First Series, p. 105. 


2 Cub Creek Church and Congfegation, Pres. Com. of Publication, Rich- 
mond, Va. 
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Governor of Virginia, “to procure the favour of the government 
of that Province to the laying a foundation . . . and to ask for 
the colony liberty of conscience and the privilege of worshiping 
God in a way agreeable to the principles of our education”.® Rev. 
John Thomson was one of the Committee of Synod who ad- 
dressed a letter to the Virginia Governor, and was probably the 
author of the letter. The petition was granted, on the condition 
that the settlers would promise to obey the rules prescribed by 
the “toleration act”, and would behave themselves peaceably.* 


Foote says that “about this time a settlement was made on 
Cub Creek in Charlotte County, and one on Buffaloe Creek in 
Prince Edward, by the influence of Mr. Caldwell; the former 
was then in Lunenburg and the latter in Amelia”.5 Henry Alex- 
ander White says that the Caldwells “established the Caldwell 
Settlement in two divisions, in Charlotte and Prince Edward 
Counties, Virginia”.* The writer has found nothing to indicate 
that John Caldwell, Sr., was the founder of the Buffaloe Settle- 
ment. There could hardly be a doubt that the planting of a col- 
ony at Cub Creek in 1738 turned the attention of other Pennsyl- 
vania Presbyterians to Southside Virginia. But the evidence, as 
far as it exists, points to Rev. John Thomson as the actual 
founder of the Buffaloe Settlement and the Buffaloe Presbyte- 
rian Church. His spirit was that of St. Paul, the spirit of the 
pioneer missionary—to press on into regions that had as yet 
been unreached, and to organize churches. 

In 1738, Mr. Thomson visited the Valley of Virginia, and was 
requested to remain as pastor, but his Presbytery declined to re- 
lease him from his charge at Chestnut Level in Pennsylvania. He 
visited other communities in Virginia; in 1739 he was preaching 
at Cub Creek, at Buffaloe, and in other nearby communities. 
It is evident that the center of his interest for the next few years 
was at Buffaloe. So determined was he to remain in Virginia 
that he was released from Chestnut Level in 1744, and brought 





3 Foote, Sketches, First Series, pp. 103-104. Cub Creek Church and Con- 
gregation, p. 11. 
_* Foote, Sketches, First Series, p. 104; The Beginning of Briery and Old 
Cumberland Churches, pp. 21-24, The Farmville, Va., Herald. 

. Foote, Sketches, First Series, p. 102; Cub Creek Church and Congre- 
gation, pp. 11-12.. 

6 Southern Pres. Leaders, pp. 41-42. 
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his family to the Buffaloe community, where he had been spend- 
ing much, if not most, of his time since 1739.7 On December 19, 
1745, he purchased from Samuel Cobbs 386 acres of land on Buf- 
faloe River, then in Amelia County.® His Explication of the Short- 
er Catechism, “by John Thomson, M. A. and V. D. M., In the 
County of Amelia”, was published in Williamsburg, Virginia, in 
1749, thus showing that he was a resident in Buffaloe during 
these years. A copy of this rare book is in the Virginia Historical 
Society library. 


Deeds in Amelia County show that as early as 1740, Scotch- 
Irish settlers were acquiring lands on Buffaloe River and its 
tributaries. This section of Amelia became a part of Prince Ed- 
ward County in 1754. Purchases of land by Scots and Scotch- 
Irish continued throughout the 18th, and into the early years 
of the nineteenth, century; but the Settlement was not entirely 
Scotch-Irish, for English and Huguenot names also appear. Un- 
til the migration of a large number of these Scotch-Irish and their 
descendants to the Carolinas and Georgia, to Kentucky and 
Tennessee, and to the middle west, the Settlement was mainly 
Scotch-Irish. 


Samuel Davies, who was preaching in Virginia in the 1740's 
and the 1750's, spoke of these “back parts of Virginia” as a “wil- 
derness”, into which pioneers were coming to make homes. It was 
a wilderness occupied by Indians; infested with wolves; where 
the presence of bear, deer, and other wild animals in abundance 
indicated the aboriginal state of the country. The pioneers faced 
dangers, therefore, and the dangers were accentuated when 
the storm of the French-and-Indian War burst upon the colo- 
nists. Throughout the 1740’s and for several decades the Amelia 
and Prince Edward County records show the purchase and sale 
of lands in the Buffaloe Settlement by Alexanders, Arbuckles, 
Armstrongs, Bakers, Boyds, Brathwates, Caldwells, Calhouns, 
Campbells, Craigs, Crocketts, Cunninghams, Donalds, Dunns, 
Elliotts, Ewings, Finleys, Fraziers, Fultons, Galaspies, (Gilles- 
pies), Gardens, Grahams, Hamiltons, Hannahs, Hannas, Hamer- 
sleys, Johnstons, Little Johns, Morrisons, many “Macs”, Parks 





7 The Crockett Family, pp. 194-202; Foote, Sketches, First Series, 118-119. 
8 Amelia County Deed Book, vol. 2:317. 





1d- 
19, 
uf- 
rt- 
he 


ng 
cal 


its 








BUFFALOE SETTLEMENT 237 


(Parkes), Ritchies, Reids, Roseboroughs (Rosebros), Steels, 
Sankeys, Stewarts, Thompsons, Wallaces, Washborns, Watsons, 
and other names that may or may not have been Scotch-Irish. 

It is most unfortunate that the Minutes of the Buffaloe Pres- 
byterian congregation, from the foundation of the church to 
1804, are missing. A long and diligent search has thus far re- 
sulted in the fear that these precious records were destroyed by 
fire. The Amelia and Prince Edward County records give wills, 
inventories of estates, deeds, and a few of the marriage bonds. 
But the intimate Minutes of the Buffaloe Church, giving church 
membership, dates of births, baptisms, and deaths, constitute a 
sad lack. The extant marriage bonds show inter-marriages be- 
tween the Scotch-Irish, between the Scotch-Irish and the English, 
and between the Scotch-Irish and the Huguenots. 

A quiet and peaceable community makes little history, and 
there is little of a dramatic nature to be found among these set- 
tlers, who were busy with their farm operations and other busi- 
nesses. It was a land of wheat, corn, tobacco, with some cattle; 
country stores at convenient points; and smithies, where every- 
thing from nails and horseshoes, to wagons, and other vehicles, 
were made; one fulling mill; many mills for the grinding of 
wheat and corn. There were suits for debt, and in those days 
suits of this nature appeared to have been brought for amounts 
that would hardly pay the fees of the attorneys. For example, 
in 1754, Charles Anderson brought suit against John Caldwell 
(there were several of this name in the Settlement) for a debt 
of one pound, seven shillings, and eight pence. Judgment was 
confessed, and one wonders why Caldwell allowed the matter 
to come into court. Robert and James Donald in the same year 
recovered by suit a debt of one pound, sixteen shillings, and 
five pence, owed by William Crockett. Truly, when Scot meets 
Scot, then comes the tug of war. One recalls the prayer of the 
Scotch-Irish deacon, “Lord, keep me humble, for I am ver-r-y 
stubborn”. John Caldwell at the July court of 1754 was fined 
five shillings and costs for assaulting Samuel Wallace “during the 
Setting of this Court”, and had to give bond for five pounds for 
good behaviour, and security to the amount of two pounds, ten 
shillings, for a year and a day. This Samuel Wallace was the 
father of Caleb Wallace, who was at Princeton with James 
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Madison, and who was one of the founders of both Hampden- 
Sydney and Liberty Hall (now Washington & Lee). The Wal- 
laces moved to Kentucky, and Caleb Wallace was among the 
the founders of educational institutions there, and was a Jus- 
tice of the Supreme Court of that State. 


At the November 1754 meeting of the court, Richard Wash- 
born was paid 100 Ibs. of tobacco for “one old Wolf’s Head”, and 
at the same time Abraham Baker was paid the same amount, and 
William Searcy received 50 Ibs. of tobacco for “one young Wolf's 
Head”. At the February court, 1755, Douglas, Samuel, and Rob- 
ert Baker were plaintiffs against “John Thomson, eldest son and 
heir-at-law of John Thomson, deceased”. This was a suit in 
chancery. It would be interesting to know the cause of the suit, 
for Douglas Baker had married a daughter of Rev. John Thom- 
son; but at the March court the suit was dismissed by consent of 
all parties. 

While most of these Scots and Scotch-Irish came through 
Pennsylvania into Prince Edward County, a few are known to 
have come from elsewhere. Very few of the court records show 
the previous citizenship of purchasers of land. But we find that 
in June, 1750,° Patrick Gillespie of Amelia (later Prince Ed- 
ward) County appointed his brother William, of Lancaster, in 
the Province of Pennsylvania, his attorney to sell a certain part 
of a lot lying and being on Market Street in Charles Town in 
the Province of Maryland. His wife Isabella Gillespie signs the 
instrument, and the witnesses are George and James Ewing, and 
Samuel Wallace. Isabella Gillespie was in May 1783 a witness 
to the sale, by Samuel Arbuckle to George Gillespie, of 150 acres 
of land in exchange for three negro slaves. 

Back in March, 1764, the settlers were having trouble with the 
public roads—a trouble which continued until very recent years. 
Samuel Cunningham; John McElroy; Thomas Graham; Robert, 
Douglas, and Samuel Baker; John Morrison; and others peti- 
tioned the County Court for a better road in Buffaloe Settle- 
ment, as they found it very difficult “to get to markets”. Here is 
one record which is “unanimously” Scotch in names: September 
6, 1770, Robert Elliott and Jane his wife sell to Jane Ritchie, 





9 Amelia County Deed Book, 3:291. 
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widow of John Ritchie, for sixty-five pounds, 304 acres on the 
south fork of Buffaloe River; and the witnesses were Charles 
and Hugh Ritchie, and Adam Calhoun. Likewise Robert Han- 
nah sells to Robert Elliott 112 acres on the Branches of Buf- 
faloe, bounded by the lands of Archibald McRobert, Charles 
Ritchie, and Robert Elliott; the witnesses being Jo: Parks, Caleb 
Baker, and James Hamilton. 

It may have been noticed that in the list of Scotch-Irish names 
already given, the names Hanna and Hannah appear. The Coun- 
ty Court clerks were “easy” spellers, and doubtless spelled the 
name both ways, and yet these families of the two spellings were 
in Southside Virginia in these early days. Following the spelling 
in the Court records, we find that on November 15, 1745, Samuel 
Cobbs, the progenitor of that name in Amelia County (the fa- 
mous clerk of the court, and the one who in his will paid a 
beautiful tribute to his wife), sold to Robert Hanna, Planter, of 
Amelia County, for 6 pounds, 15 shillings, land in the Buffaloe 
section, which Cobbs had obtained by patent a few months be- 
fore. In 1751 he sold to Robert Hanna additional acres on the 
south fork of Buffaloe River, ‘“whereon Robert Hanna now 
dwelleth.” It was doubtless his son Robert (1744-1821) who mar- 
ried Mary Parks, daughter of James Parks and Mary Fulton, of 
the Settlement. This Robert Hanna was in the Battle of King’s 
Mountain, and it has been stated that the Battle of Cowpens was 
fought on the plantation of his son Joseph Hanna.?° 


Full mention of the Bakers as among the founders of the 
Buffaloe Settlement will be made in a subsequent article. 


There was a large increase of Scotch-Irish settlers in and 
after 1759. Between August 21 and October 9 of that year Rev. 
Richard Sankey, a native of North Ireland, who came to Penn- 
sylvania in 1735, and who married there a daughter of Rev. John 
Thomson, brought with him to the Buffaloe colony a large part 
of his Presbyterian congregation, and became pastor of the Buf- 
faloe Presbyterian Church. The chief reason for the removal of 
these settlers at this time was because of the massacres by the 
Indians of a considerable number of people on the western bor- 
der of the Province of Pennsylvania. On August 19, 1759, four- 





10 White’s King’s Mountain, p. 184. 











240 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE 


teen of Mr. Sankey’s congregation had been killed. John Thom- 
son still pioneering as a missionary, had made trips into North 
Carolina, and, not later than 1751, settled there, where two of 
his married daughters lived. Whether there was a regular pas- 
tor bteween his departure and the arrival of Mr. Sankey in 1759 
is not known. It is known that there was at least one stated sup- 
ply,?1 and there were doubtless others. Mr. Sankey was a leader in 
his congregation, in his Presbytery, and in his Synod; of great 
influence as a citizen; and of great influence as a member of the 
Board of Trustees of Hampden-Sydney College, of which he was 
one of the founders, his name being the first one in the list ap- 
pointed by Presbytery on February 2, 1775. In that same year 
the freeholders of Prince Edward County elected him as one of 
the members of the Committee of Safety for the County.!? 


Churches were notoriously slow in getting legal title to the 
land on which they were built, and it was not until October 14, 
1761, that an indenture was recorded “between Samuel Cun- 
ningham of Prince Edward County of the one part, and John 
Caldwell, James Donald, John Cunningham, and William Wat- 
son of the aforesaid County, for 5 shillings, ‘for the use and Be- 
hoof of the Presbeterian Congregation in Buffaloe Settlement in 
the aforesaid County, that is now under ye Immediate Care 
and Inspection of the Rever’d Mr. Richard Sankey, Minister of 
the Gospel in said Congregation, one certain Tract or Parcel of 
Land, containing 3 acres one quarter and eight poles, Beginning 
on a Corner Hicory, ...... with water, water courses, Build- 


ings, etc’.””28 
Mr. Sankey’s name is the first one on the list of 161 signers of 
the Petition for religious liberty, dated September 24, 1776, and 


11 Rev. Samuel Black in 1751. 

12 American Archives, vol. 3:616-617. 

13 Prince Edward County D. B., 2:277. It will be noticed that the deed 
does not say Presbyterian church, but Presbyterian congregation. At that 
time, and for many years after the disestablishment (1785), the places of 
assembly of dissenters were not recognized as churches, but as meeting 
houses, In February 1789, the Prince Edward County Order Book (minutes 
of the court) mentions Mr. Sankey’s “meeting House”. Indeed, the dis- 
senters themselves sometimes used the expression before the disestablish- 
ment, for in 1768 the Presbyterial records speak of a meeting of Presby- 
tery “at Mr. Sankey’s meeting house in Prince Edward”. 
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presented to the newly created Virginia House of Delegates on 
October 11, of that year. The large majority of these names in- 
dicate Scotch-Irish descent, and most of them were doubtless 
members of the Buffaloe Presbyterian Church. The long list of 
family names already mentioned, and many more, are represented 
in this Petition, the original of which is in the Virginia State 
Library. “The Petition of Sundry of the Inhabitants of Prince 
Edward County respectfully sheweth”, as the original states, 
that the signers heartily approved, and cheerfully submitted 
themselves to, the form of Government adopted at the last 
session of the Assembly. Continuing, the Petition states that 
“justice to ourselves and Posterity, as well as a regard to the 
honour of the Commonwealth, makes it our indispensable Duty in 
particular to entreat, That without Delay, you would pull down 
all Church Establishments; abolish every Tax upon Conscience 
and private judgment; and leave each Individual to rise or sink 
according to his Merits, and the General laws of the Land”. 


The Petition requested “that our Honourable Legislature 
would . . . define accurately between civil and ecclesiastic au- 
thority”. It is at least possible that Richard Sankey wrote this 
petition. He was Moderator of Hanover Presbytery in April 
1777, when the Presbytery, meeting at Timber Ridge in (now) 
Rockbridge County, prepared a similar Memorial for the Vir- 
ginia Assembly.14 Other memorials were presented by both Pres- 
byterians and Baptists, but it was not until December 1785 that 
the proponents of complete separation of Church and State won 
the fight. Foote!® speaks of the great influence of President John 
Blair Smith of Hampden-Sydney College before the Virginia 
Assembly, in the fight for complete disestablishment. At first he 
followed Patrick Henry in favour of a general assessment for 
Church support, but after further study he reached a different 
conclusion and joined with James Madison, then a member of 
the Assembly, in the effort to establish complete religious free- 
dom, as asked for in the Petition of the Buffaloe Settlement, and 
in other petitions. Caleb Wallace, whose father Samuel Wallace 
had married Easter (Esther) Baker, daughter of Rev. Caleb 

14 Foote, Sketches of Virginia, First Series, pp. 326-327. 

15 Sketches of Virginia, First Series, pp. 345-346. 
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Baker, was another powerful factor with Smith and Madison, all 
three of whom had been students at Princeton. 


The influence of John Thomson and Richard Sankey is shown 
in the following Minute from the St. Patrick Parish Vestry Book 
of November 10, 1761: “Whereas the upper Church (The Buf- 
faloe Episcopal Church) is situate among the dissenters, the 
Vestry hath thought proper the service at that church to cease 
from this time, and that the Revd. Mr. Garden have notice of 
the same, and the clerk and sexton”. 


A curious item appears in the will of William Berkeley, in 
which he wrote, “my subscription to Buffaloe Congregation is 
$300 and some money loaned me out of the Buffaloe fund (italics 
mine), I especially entreat Peyton [William Berkeley’s son], and 
Edward Cunningham [William Berkeley’s son-in-law] to pay 
and settle”. No reference to this loan fund of the Buffaloe Con- 
gregation is found in the session book of the church. 


It was mainly because of the three Presbyterian congregations 
of Buffaloe on the west, Briery on the south, and Old Cumber- 
land on the north, that Hampden-Sydney College came into be- 
ing and was located on Hudson’s Branch in Prince Edward 
County. Indeed, Dr. W. H. T. Squires, in an interesting sketch 
of John Thomson, says that “in the later years of his life, Thom- 
son... established (in Prince Edward County) a school for the 
young men” of that section, and gives as his authority Rev. Ver- 
non I’Anson, a descendant of John Thomson. The school at- 
tained a large success. Some of the lads rode miles to attend; 
others built cabins and cooked their own food. “In a rough way, 
this school might be called a forerunner of Hampden-Sydney 
College”, says Dr. Squires.1® 


Edmund Ruffin in 1838 said that “in the country which sur- 
rounds and sustains Hampden-Sydney College, there is found a 
population whose intellectual and moral worth, and whose mark- 
ed success as farmers and men of business, prove beyond doubt 
or cavil the great profits, individual and pecuniary as well as 


16 Union Seminary Review, vol. 32:159. “My cousin, the Rev. Vernon 
I’Anson told me that his ancestor, the Rev. John Thomson, went to the Buf- 
faloe Settlement and founded a school from which Hampden-Sydney later 
sprung.’’ Mrs. Augusta B. Fothergill, Richmond, Virginia. 








a ee ee en ee ee ee en ee || 


a | a. aa 











BUFFALOE SETTLEMENT 243 


general and national, which the people have derived from their 
liberal and long continued support of that College”. The other 
side of the picture is that this “liberal and long continued sup- 
port” of the College by the Buffaloe and other nearby com- 
munities kept the College alive. The very defective records of 
student attendance show that, from 1776 to 1825, at least 107 
Prince Edward County boys enrolled in the College, but this does 
not record one-half of those who actually atteaded from this 
County, and there can be no doubt that the citizens of the Buf- 
faloe Settlement enrolled their sons in considerable numbers. 
Even when original settlers on Buffaloe, and their descendants, 
moved to other parts of the State or to other States, they not 
infrequently sent their sons back to Hampden-Sydney. One il- 
lustration will suffice: In August 1755, John Cunningham and 
Robert Baker, Sr., of the Buffaloe neighborhood, sold to Pat- 
rick Shields 400 acres of land; in October 1759, Patrick Shields 
sold to Richard Sankey this same tract. Shields moved to that 
part of Halifax which is now Pittsylvania County, and his will 
was recorded there in 1770. His son James Shields of the same 
County, in his will made August 3, 1779, and recorded Decem- 
ber 21, 1779, leaves one-third of his real estate to his son Pat- 
rick, and directed that from his estate money be raised to pay 
his son’s “learning through the several degrees of the College”. 
The boy graduated at Hampden-Sydney in 1791, studied law, 
went to Kentucky and then to Indiana, where he became a prom- 
inent judge, was a member of the Convention to frame a Con- 
stitution for the State, proposed a clause in the Constitution to 
keep the State free from slavery, and was a potent influence in 
having the clause adopted. 


(To be continued ) 
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(Continued) 


[24] 

At a meeting of the share holders of the Buffalo circulating Li- 

brary. November 16% 1804 Present Samuel Baldwin. William 

Baldwin And’ Baker J". John Cunningham Robert Hill. Samuel 

Hill. John Andrew* and Thomas. W, M‘Glasson. ...... 

1** Resolv’ that one share of the said Library belonging to the 
Estate of Andrew Baker Dec*t be, and is heare by 
transfer? to Robert Hill. 

2* Resolved. That one share of the said Library belonging to 
the Estate of Andrew Baker dec*t be . and is hereby 
transfer? to Elliott Baker 

34 Resolved, that the Remaining share in said library belong- 

ing to the Estate of And* 
[25] 
Baker Dec* be, and is heareby transfer* to the Lega- 
tee* of Samuel Baker Dec* 

4% Resolved. that if the Rev™! Matthew Lyle is inclined to keep 
the domestic Encyclopedia, he shall, 

5% Resolved. that Robert Hill be and is hereby appointed to 
consult the Rev™ Matthew Lyle with regard to the 
takeing of the Encyclopedia, and Report to the share 
holder at there next meeting, 

6% Resolved, that each share holder pay too shillings and three- 
pence to the Librarian to pay for books that have 
just come to hand & Remain unpaid for, 

Test 
Thomas W. M°Glasson 
C. K. pro tempore 
Approved 
William Baldwin 
[26] 

At a meeting of a majority of the share holders of the Buffelow 

circulating Library the 25 January 1806. the share holders 

being prsent are as follow* W™ Baldwin Adam Calhoon, Nath- 
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aniel Price, Samuel Baldwin, Joh Cunningham, Rob‘ Hill, 

Samuel Hill, Thomas W. M°*Glasson, & W™ Womack, and enter- 

ed into the following Resolution’, 

1** Resolv’, That W™ Baldwin was chosen chareman. 

2* Resolv’? That John Cunningham was chosen Librarian. 

34 Resolv? That W™ Womack was chosen Clerk, 

[27] 

4% Resolv’? That Robert Hill shall make his report with regard 
to the Rev™ Matthew Lyle* takeing the Encyclopedia. 
the said Hill report* as follow* that the Rev™ Mat- 
thew Lyle receiv’ the said Encyclopedia in consider- 
ation of it* being damage* one dollar 

5 Resolv’ That Samuel Baldwin Robert Hill & W™ Womack 
was chosen as a committee to examin the constitu- 
tion, and see whether or not there is any defect 
therein, and make there report at the next meeting 
of the shareholders 

6th Resolv’ That the anuel tax required in the constitution of 
one dollar 

[28] 

from each shareholder, be and is heareby reduced to 
one quarter of a dollar anually, 

7 Resolv’ That the Librarian pay Adam C. M‘Elroy four dol- 
lars for a Bookcase out of the first money collected, 

8 Resolv’ that the Librarian do sell the s* Bookcase if he can 
get four dollars for it, and if he cannot, it is to be ex- 
posed to public sale on the 24 day of December next. 


approved. 
W® Womack. C. W" Baldwin. P. 


[29] 


At a meeting of A majority of the shareholders of Buffelow 
circulating Library the 24 day of January 1807, The share- 
holders present wer as follow* W™ Baldwin. Nathaniel Price, 
Robert Hill, Andrew Baker, John Cunningham, Samuel Bald- 
win, Samuel Hill, Elliott Baker & W™ Womack, and entered 
into the following Resolution* 
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1st Resolv? that the share holders procede to chuse there officers. 

2* Resolv4 that William Baldwin was chosen Chareman 

34 Resolv? that John Cunningham was chosen Librarian. 

4% Resov? That W™ Womack was chosen Clerk 

[30] 

5 Resolv? that the committe who was appointed to examin the 
constitution, the 25 of January 1806, make there report 
(to wit) Samuel Baldwin, Robert Hill, & W™ Womack 
the committe, Report as follows, in compliance with the 
Requisition of the shareholders we the above committe 
deem it unnessasary to make any further alterration in the 
constitution at present, 

6 Resolv’ That the share belonging to Legetees of Samuel 
Baker Dec*t be and is heareby transfer’? to C*? Andrew 
Baker, 

7% Resolv? That one of the shares belonging to Robert Hill, be 
and is heareby transfer? to Samuel Hill, 

[31] 

8 Resolv’ That the names of all the shareholders who has paid 
for there several shares be recorded (to wit) 


shares shares 

William Baldwin .... 2 Thomas W. M°Glasson 1 
Nathaniel Price ..... 2 John Andrew® ....... 1 
Samuel Baldwin .... 2 William Womack .... 1 
Andrew Baker ...... 2 Charles Raine ...... 1 
Mebert TM oc scces 1 James M°*Kle ....... 1 
Samuel Hill ........ 1 Adam Calhoon ...... 1 
Elliott Baker ....... l Thomas Clarke P* 8$ 


9% Resolv’ That the Librarian do Render an account of the state 
of the library and fund of the shareholders. the Librarian 
report as follows, that the Library is in good order, and the 
money in hand including the sale of the bookcase is two 

[32] 
pound’. .nineteen shillings & 64 ...... £2. .19. .6 
W” Womack. C. W” Baldwin.. P.. 


At a meeting of the shareholders of Buffelow circulating Li- 
brary February 11 1809 - the shareholders present wer as fol- 








rs. 
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lows . V*. William Baldwin. Adam Calhoon. John Andrew’. 
Nathaniel Price. Robert Hill. Thomas W. M°Glasson. James 
M°Kle. Allen W. Elliott. Samuel Baldwin. & W™ Womack. and 
entered into the following resolutions. 
1st Res? that W™ Baldwin was chosen charman 
2? Res‘ that John Cunningham was chosen Librarian. 
34 Res? that W™ Womack be Clerk. 
4th Res? that the share belonging to Charles 
[33] 
Raine be & is hereby transfer? to Allen W. Elliott 
5% Res? that the anual tax or contribution that is due to the 
Library (from the shareholders) be & is hereby suspend- 
ed until the 28 of December next. 
6 Res? that Each shareholder who shall have timely notice of 
the next anuel meeting. & who shall fail to attend. without 
a reasonable excuse to be judged of by a majority at the 
next meeting of a majority, after such failure, shall forfit 
& pay the sum of 25 cents which shall be due the day on 
which the s? majority shall determin, and the shareholder 
if he is not acquited shall be debarred from the use of s? 
Library in the same manner as appointed 
[34] 
by the Constitution for the failure of the anual tax due s* 
Library. this Resolution shall be in force from and after 
the passing thereof. 
W® Womack. Ck W" Baldwin P. 
[35] 
At A meeting of a majority of the share holders of Buffelow 
circulating Library December 28 1809. The member* present 
are as follows, . Viz, William Baldwin, Nathaniel Price, Samuel 
Hill, Samuel Baldwin, Robert Hill, Andrew Baker, Thomas. W. 
M°Glasson, Allen. W. Elliott & W™ Womack, and entered into 
the following Resolution® 
Ist Resolv? that William Baldwin be chareman. 
2? Resv4 that John Cunningham be Librarian, 
3¢ Resolv? that W™ Womack be Clerk 
4" Resolv’ that the shareholders who 











248 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE 


[36] 
are delinquent at this days meeting be and is heareby Re- 
corded (towit) Elliott Baker, John Andrew’, James M°Kle, 
& Adam Calhoon, 

5 Resolv4 that the 6" Resolution entered into the 11 of Feb- 
ruary 1809 be and is hereby continued, and shall be con- 
tinued anually until Repealed by a majority of the share- 
holders 

6™ Resolv’ that a shareholder is hereby authorised to draw 
from the Library the gazetteer (extra of the Books allow‘ 
him by the constitution) to be Returned at the expiration of 
2 months. and not to be Retaken by the same person within 


[37] 


2 month® after the Return, 


7% Resolv’ that the Librarian do Render an account of the 
state of the Library and fund of the shareholders. (The Li- 
brarian Report as follow*).(towit.) that the Library is in 
good order, and. the money in hand is twenty two dollars 
and eighty five cents. 


8 Resolv’ that W™ Baldwin is hereby authorised to purchase 
(Martial*) life of Washington. provided it does not cost 
more than sixteen dollars, 


9% Resolv? that William Baldwin draw from the tresury six- 
teen dollars for to purchase Martial* life of Washington 
W® Womack. Ck W" Baldwin. P. 
[38] 
At a meeting of the Majority of the share holders of the Buf- 


falo Circulating Library the 26 January 1811 the share- 
holders proceed to choose their officers which are as follows 


1*t To Wit, That W™ Baldwin is chosen president, 
John Cunningham is Chosen Librarian. 
Thomas W M¢&Glasson is chosen Clerk 
M' W® Baldwin reported that agreeable to a resolution 
entered into at the last meeting he had purchased & de- 
livered to the Librarian (Marshall’s) life of Washing- 
ton at the price of $1 which report was agreed to. 
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[39] 
1** Resolved That the Librarian do render an accompt. of the 
state of the Library & fund belonging thereto & he reports 
that the Library is in good order & the fund amounts to $13.52 
24 Resolved, That each share holder is entitled to draw from 
the Library the maps annexed to the life of Washington to be 
returned at the expiration of 2 months & not to be retaken in a 
less time than 2 Months after the return exclusive of the Books 
they are allowed to draw agreeable to the Constitution 
34 Resolved. that the delinquent Shareholders be entered in a 
list in order to make their excuse at 

[40] 
at the next meeting, the list is as follows (to wit,) Andrew 
Baker, Elliot Baker, Samuel Baldwin, Adam Calhoun, & W™ 
Womack. 
4% Resolved that the Clerk do record the names of the share 
holders at every anual meeting a list of which is as follows, 


John Cunningham, .... 1. W® Baldwin ......... 2. 
Nathaniel Price ...... 2. Sam!’ Baldwin ......... 2. 
W" Womack ........ 1. Andrew Baker ........ 2 
TEP 6 s'ss de one J. Geeemel) BB ce. eees.. 1 
ee reer rere 1. John Andrews ........ 1 
Allen W. Elliot ....... 1 James Mickle ......... 1 
Adam Calhoun ....... 1 Thomas W M‘Glasson.. 1 
Attest : 
Robt. Hill Clk pro tem. Approvd W"™ Baldwin P. 
[41] 


At a meeting of the shareholders of Buffalo circulating Library 
Feby. 24. 1816 Present W™ Baldwin, Sam! Baldwin, Robt Hill 
James M°Kle, And*® Baker, Elliott Baker Tho* W M¢Glasson, 
Tho* Clarke, N. Price & John Cunningham. 

Agreeable to the Constitution they proceeded to elect their of- 
ficers which are as follows (to wit) 

W" Baldwin (President) 

John Cunningham (Librarian) 

Tho* W. M‘Glasson (Clerk) 
Agreeable to the 5® Article of the Constitution the Librarian 
made his report which is as follows (to wit) That the books in 
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hand are in good order, & that the funds amount to $29.52 
Elliott Baker made his excuse for Non attendance at the last 
annual meeting which was judged Reasonable 
[42] 
1 Resolved that Sam' Baldwin be fined for non attendance at 
the last Annual meeting 
A motion was made by N. Price to dissolve the Company & 
divide the Library & after Some debate a motion was made by 
Robt Hill to postpone the consideration of M* Price’s motion 
until the next annual meeting, which was agreed to. 
On motion from the Clerk it was decided that he was vested 
with Sufficient Authority to take a list of all rns that 
may occur when there is not a quorum 
2 Resolved that the Librarian or any other person in Absence of 
the Clerk shall take a list of all the delinquents that shall oc- 
cur when there is not a quorum & hand it to the Clerk to be 
reported by him to the next annual meeting. 
[43] 
3 Resolved that And¥ Baker & Tho* W. M°Glasson be & is 
hereby added to the standing committee to select a catalogue 
of Books to be purchased for the use of the company, in ad- 
dition to the Library 
4 Resolved that when the catalogue shall be completed that the 
Librarian pay to the committee money now in hand, to 
purchase the books with 


5 Resolved that in consequence of the great length of time that 
have elapsed Since there was an Annual meeting the fines 
of Sam! Baldwin & And” Baker are remitted 

W™ Baldwin, Pres. 

T W M®Glasson Clk. 


A List of Delinquents at the above meeting W™ Womack, 
AW Elliott, John Andrews, Sam! Hill & Adam Calhoun 
T W M&Glasson, Clk 
[44] 
At a meeting of the shareholders of the Buffalo Circulating Li- 
brary Jan’ 25 1817. The members present were W™ Baldwin, 
Robt Hill, John Cunningham, Tho* B. Clarke, Sam! Baldwin 
And” Baker, Lillious D Womack & Tho* W. M°Glasson, 
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Agreeable to the 10 Article of the Constitution they proceeded 
to choose their officers, which are as follows (to wit) 
W™ Baldwin, President 
John Cunningham, Librarian 
Thomas W. M°Glasson, Clerk 
Lillious D Womack presented a certificate from W™ Womack 
alienating the share that is in the name of the said W™ Womack 
to the said L D. Womack Ordered that the Same be transfered 
& that the share stand in the name of Lillious D Womack. 
[45] 
The Librarian reported that the share taken by Tho* Clarke & 
part paid was fully paid by Tho* B Clarke on the 21* day of 
Feb’ 1812, Ordered That the same be recorded & that the share 
stand in the name of Tho* B Clarke 
Agreeable to the 5" Article of the Constitution the Librarian 
made his report which is as follows (to Wit) That the books in 
hand are in good order & the funds amount to $32.79 
John Andrews, appeared & took his seat. 
A motion was made whether Adam Calhoun should be fined for 
non attendance at the meeting of 1811 & it passed in the Negative 
[46] 
The vote was taken whether Allen W Elliott should be fined for 
being delinquent at the meeting of 1816 & was determined in the 
Negative John Andrews made his excuse for being delinquent at 
the meeting of 1816 which was judged reasonable 
The vote was taken whether Sam! Hill should be fined for being 
delinquent at the meeting of 1816 & was determined in the Nega- 
tive 
The vote was taken whether Adam Calhoun should be fin- 
ed for being delinquent at the meeting of 1816 & was determined 
in the affirmative. 
The standing committee reported that they have not purchased 
any Books since last meeting 
[47] 
The motion made by Nathaniel Price at the last meeting & post 
poned for further consideration until this meeting was taken up 
& decided in the negative 
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A motion was made by Robt Hill to raise the Annual tax to one 
Dollar which was negatived Also a motion to raise the annual 
tax to fifty Cents which was also negatived 


A List of the shareholders are as follows 





John Cunningham ...... Sam! Baldwin ......... 2 
Nathaniel Price ....... Andrew Baker ........ 2 
Lillious D Womack .... a. rar 1 
ge John Andrews ........ 1 
aa James M°Kle .......... 1 
Allen W Elliott ....... Tho* W. M°&Glasson ... 1 
Adam Calhoun ....... Tho* B. Clarke ........ 1 
W® Baldwin ......0.5% ~ 
19 
T. W. M°Glasson clk. W" Baldwin P. 
[48] 
A List of Delinquents Jan’ 25. 1817 
Nathaniel Price, Elliot Baker 
Allen W Ellott, Adam Calhoun 
Sam! Hill, James M‘Kle 
T W M&Glasson, Clk, 
A List of Delinquents Jan? 27. 1821 
Lillious D Womack Adam Calhoun 
Elliott Baker And’* Baker 
Allen W Elliott Sam! Hill 
Tho® B Clarke 
[49] 


At a called meeting of the shareholders of Buffalo circulating 
Library Feb’ 3¢ 1821. Present Nath' Price Sam! Baldwin, And* 
Baker, Rob‘ Hill, Ja* Mickle John M Cunningham Lillious D 
Womack & W™ Berkeley (as representative of the share that 
stands in the name of John Andrews, & Tho* W M¢ Glasson 
Agreeable to the 10% Article of the Constitution they proceeded 
to Elect their Officers which were as follows, 

W™ Berkeley, President 

John M Cunningham, Librarian 

Tho* W M°‘Glasson. Clerk 
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Agreeable to the 5 Article of the constitution the Librarian 
made his report which is as follows, The Books are in tolerable 
order & the funds in hand amount to $35.79 


The vote was taken whether the delinquents at the meeting of 
1816 should be fined. & determined in the affirmative vs. Lillious 
D Womack Elliott Baker, Adam Calhoun, Sam! Baldwin & 
Ja* M*Kle & in the negative vs Allen W Elliott & Sam! Hill 

[50] 
The vote was taken whether the delinquents at the Meeting of 
1817 should be fined & was determined in the affirmative vs. Ja* 
M‘Kle Elliott Baker & Adam Calhoun & in the negative vs 
NPrice, Sam! Hill & Allen W Elliott 


The vote was taken whether the Delinquents at the meeting of 
1818 & was determined in the affirmative vs Nath' Price 
Sam! Baldwin, And¥ Baker, W™ Baldwin, Rob‘ Hill, James M°- 
Kile, W™ Berkeley, (as the representative of John Andrew dec*) 
Adam Calhoun. Elliott Baker Tho* B Clarke, Tho* W M¢°Glas- 
son & Lillious D Womack & in the Negative vs. Sam! Hill Allen 
W Womack & John M Cunningham 


The vote was taken whether the delinquents at the meeting of 
1819 should be fined & was determined in the affirmative vs. Lil- 
lious D Womack Elliott Baker. Adam Calhoun, Sam! Baldwin 
And® Baker & James M‘*Kle & in the negative vs. W™ Baldwin 
Sam! Hill & Allen W Elliott 

The vote was taken whether the delinquents at the meeting of 
1820 should be fined & was determined in the affirmative vs. El- 
liott Baker Adam Calhoun & W™ Berkeley as representative of 
the share of John Andrews dec*,) 


(To be continued) 
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CAPTAIN ROBERT STOBO 


By Grorce M. KAHRi 
(Concluded) 


Prolonged hostilities between French and English had in- 
creased the number of English prisoners of war in Canada.*® 
With two of these, Lieutenant Simon Stevens and one Clark, 
Captain Stobo devised plans for an escape. The story,*® told by 
both Stobo and Stevens, of their hardihood and endurance, as 
well as their hardships and suffering during the twenty-eight 
days of their flight down the St. Lawrence, must, despite some 
contradiction, arouse the admiration of any one who reads it. 
Several excerpts from Stevens’ Journal will give a more accu- 
rate impression of their daring and courage than a summary 
of the escape. After a long account of preparations, Stevens 
concludes the entry for May Ist: 


. . about Ten a Clock that Evening we embark’d in our Birch 
Canoe, in the River St. Charles, there being nine in Number, 
which were Capt. Stobo, Lakin, Clark and his Wife, with three 
Children, Denbo and myself. We then began our Enterprize, 
and that Night paddled down the River St. Lawrence to the Isle 
Madame, which is about seven Leagues below Quebec. We 
haul’d up our Canoe, and refresh’d ourselves, and then employ’d 
our Time in making Paddles. (p 10) 

[May] 5th. About Break of Day we landed on the North Shore, 
made a small Fire and refresh’d ourselves; and then we sat 
out and went down the River about four Leagues; the Wind 
proving contrary, we put into a small Cove, went on Shore, and 
haul’d up our Canoe; We then sent out Clark and Lakin to kill 
some Ducks; but they return’d in about half an Hour, and in- 
formed us they had discovered a Smoak: We immediately ral- 
lied our small Company, and marched towards the Smoke; 
when we had got within a hundred Yards of the Fire, we dis- 





89 Colonel Andrew Lewis wrote to Washington from Montreal, Oct- 
ober 31, 1758: “I shall be Soon Sent to Qubeck where I shall have the 
pleasure of Seeing Cap** Stobo and Vanbram I here they are in good 
helth.” (Hamilton, Letters to Washington, III, 125.) 

40 In addition to the Memoirs there is A Journal of Lieut. Simon 
Stevens, From the Time of his being Taken, near Fort William-Henry, 
June 25th 1758. With an Account of his Escape from Quebec, And his 
Arrival at Louisbourg, On June the 6th 1759 (Boston 1760); O’Calla- 
ghan, Documents Relative to the Colonial History of New-York, X, 970- 
971, 1025 and note; Journal du Marquis de Montcalm, p, 512. 
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covered two Indians (one of which was a Squaw) they discov- 
ered us and came and met us, taking us for Frenchmen; they 
could talk French, whereby we inform’d them they were mis- 
taken in us, for we were Englishmen, and they were our Pris- 
oners, and must go with us: We then march’d towards our 
Canoe; I took hold of the Indian and march’d forward; but be- 
fore we march’d far, the Indian sprang from me with a Design 
to make his Escape; upon which Clark being the next behind 
me, shot him dead. I then gave Orders to Denbo to kill the 
Squaw, who immediately obeyed my Orders; We scalped each 
of them, and returned to our Cannoe with the Provisions we 
found with them which was Satisfactory to us: There was 
about half a Bushel of Indian Corn, about thirty weight of 
dried Beaver, about 200 lb of Sugar and two Guns: After we 
got to our Cannoe, we refreshed ourselves, and remained there 
all Night. (pp. 11-12) 


[May] 9th. [After the capture of “a large two Mast-Boat’’] 
We had not sailed far before we cut away our Canoe; we 
sailed about four Leagues, and it was perfectly Calm. We then 
set our Prisoners to rowing, and about three o’Clock in the 
Afternoon, we discovered eleven Topsail Vessels [Wolfe’s 
Fleet]: We still kept on under the South Shore: Soon after 
there springing up a fine Breeze of Wind, and about Dark we 
discover’d the Isle of Bic: The Tide being contrary, our Pris- 
oners advis’d us to drop Anchor till the Tide turn’d; accord- 
ingly we did: But we soon found ourselves in a very danger- 
ous Situation; for by some Fires on Shore, which was not 
more than 200 Yards from us, we discover’d a Number of the 
Enemy, which our Prisoners suppos’d would discover us and 
rescue them; for afterwards they inform’d us they were a 
French Guard. We immediately weighed, and order’d our Pris- 
oners to rowing. We pass’d the Isle of Bic; but in our Passage 
between the Isle of Bic and the South Shore, lay an armed 
Sloop, who hailed us; we ordered our Prisoners to answer 
them, that we were going to Ramaskee (a Place so called,) 
which was about three Leagues below St. Barnaby. They or- 
dered us to come too: We still kept on rowing, upon which 
they fired both Swivels and Small-Arms (the Tide being 
against us very strong) which gave the Enemy a very great 
Opportunity of firing at us; but by good Fortune no Person 
was hurt, but very wonderfully escaped. As soon as we passed 
the Island, the Wind proved very favourable to us, and the 
only Means of our Escape at last; for we discovered them in 
Pursuit of us with their Boat. (pp. 13-14.) 


[May] 21st. Fair pleasant Weather. As soon as the Tide per- 
mitted, Clark began upon the Boat [On the 17th a storm had 
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forced them ashore and “drove in one Plank” of the boat.], to 
see if any Thing more could be done to her; in the mean Time 
Lakin and Denbo went out aGunning, and returned with two 
Partridges. Soon after, we discovered the two Vessels return- 
ing: we then launched our Boat, which the Sloop discovered; 
upon which she sent off a Birch Canoe: I fired a Gun to let 
them understand we were Friends. I took with me Lakin and 
Denbo, and concealed ourselves in the Bushes, where we ex- 
pected they would land, but before they landed, Captain Stobo 
came to us; as soon as they landed (being three in Number) 
Capt. Stobo immediately told them they were our Prisoners, 
upon which they surrendered themselves. We then examined 
them very strictly relative to the Strength and Number of 
Hands on Board the two Vessels. They informed us, there was 
then on board Four in each Vessel. We then held a Consulta- 
tion, and resolved at Night to board them. In pursuance there- 
of, about Ten o’Clock in the Evening, we bound two of the 
Prisoners and left them under the Care of a Female Guard; 
the other Prisoner we took for a Pilot, and set out; but our 
Boat was so leaky that two Hands were oblig’d to keep con- 
stantly bailing out Water: Clark stood at the Helm, and I at 
the Bow, with a Grapling; Captain Stobo was plac’d in the 
Middle of the Boat, with a Gun, Pistol and Cutlass, in Order 
to board the Schooner first. Thus having prepared ourselves, 
we sat out, and about one o’Clock in the Morning we came 
along Side of her; as soon as I grappled her, I jump’d on Board, 
and found they were all asleep, I ran to the Companion Doors, 
upon which I heard somebody coming out of the Steerage; he 
immediately call’d for Quarters, which I readily granted. Clark 
was the next Person that came on Deck, who immediately ran 
and took the Candle out of the Binnacle. It was Capt. Stobo’s 
Misfortune getting upon Deck to get hung in the Shrouds, 
with the Loss of his Cutlass and Pistol; but as he came upon 
Deck, one of the Enemy was coming out of the Steerage (whom 
I had given Quarters to) which he immediately shot thro’; 
Clark run down into the Cabin, upon which, with Capt. Stobo’s 
Courage in killing the poor Prisoner, the Captain of the Vessel 
call’d for Quarters. I hope the Reader will excuse my being so 
very particular in this Affair, as Capt. Stobo has reported he 
was the first that boarded the Schooner, and the only Instru- 
ment in taking her—After we had secur’d our Prisoners, we 
weigh’d Anchor and sail’d along Side of the Sloop, and order- 
ed them to come on Board; they refus’d, upon which we fir’d 
about twenty Small Arms at her; they than call’d for Quarters, 
and came on board: we confin’d them all in the Hold, except 
the two Masters. I took the Master of the Sloop, Clark and 
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Denbo, and went on board; we found six Small Arms, one 
Swivel Gun, and Five Days Provisions for five Men: I took out 
the above Articles and then set her on Fire; I then return’d on 
board the Schooner. We then sail’d to our old Camp, sent the 
Boat on Shore, and bro’t off our Women and Prisoners, and 
what small Quantity of Provisions we had left. We set sail, 
and after we had sail’d about five Leagues, we put on Shore 
six of our Prisoners: We gave them three Days Provisions, one 
Gun, and some Ammunition. We kept on board the two Mas- 
ters, with three Prisoners more, whom we ordered to carry the 
Vessel to St. John’s Island, where we all safe arrived (thank 
GOD) May 27th, 1759. (pp. 17-18) 

In Louisburg they were greeted with great acclaim, and Captain 
Stobo, who found himself now a major, immediately entered 
upon an active role in the campaign already afoot against 
Quebec. Governor Whitmore forthwith wrote Lord Amherst, 
in an unpublished letter of June 10, 1759: 


Inclosed I also Send Copy of an Information taken Here from 
Capt. Stobo who Escaped from Quebec the Ist of May. His 
knowledge of the Country, of Quebec, and its strength must 
doubtless be of great use, I shall therefore Send Him and Lieut. 
Stevens (whose information is also inclosed) after the Fleet 
to Gen’. Wolfe; He Says the French Rendezvous their Prin- 
cipal Strength at Fort St. Johns on Lake Champlain, not mak- 
ing any great Dependence on the Defense They can make at 
Ticonderoga.*? 

No copy of the information about Stobo taken down by Whit- 


more has been found, but two communications published in the 
Maryland Gazette convey some impression of the stir Stobo 
created and apparently summarize the essentials in his story as 
he told it to Whitmore. Only the parts of two letters that sup- 
ply new information are here quoted. 


(July 12, 1759)—Extract of a Letter from Louisburg, June 
9, 1759,—I wrote you about a Gentleman who had escaped 


41 P. R. O, W. O. 34/17 (Correspondence Between the Governor of 
Cape Breton Island and the Commander-in-Chief, New York, January, 
1758-April, 1762), pp. 34-36 On the same day, June 1, 1759, Chas: 
Lawrence wrote from Halifax, apparently to Wolfe: “This I hope will 
find you securely possessed of the Environs of Quebec and being once 
well posted there I think you must speedily determine the fate of Can- 
ada if any credit can be given to Captain Stobo’s Account of their sit- 
uation.” (P. R. O., G. & D. 8/98 (Chatham Papers).) 

The unsuccessful search for a copy of the information taken down by 
Whitmore has been made in all the papers, including the Chatham and 
Amherst papers, bearing on the period in the Public Record Office, the 
British Museum, Library of Congress, the Virginia State Library. 
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from Quebec, after being five years a Prisoner; he is a Man 
of Most enterprising Genius; his name is Stobo, born in or 
near Glasgow, and was a Field Officer with Col. Washington; 
His Tale is very long and very romantic; I cannot give you the 
Particulars now, but will endeavor in my next, and would only 
observe; That he appears to be a sensible Gentleman, and his 
Information is relied on by every Body here; he immediately 
makes best of his Way to General Wolfe. 


(July 12, 1759)—Extract of a letter from our Correspondent 
at St. Kitts, dated June 15, 1759 . . . When Stobo arrived at 
Louisburg, he delivered a particular Account of what passed 
with him after he left Fort Duquesne in 1754, to the Time of 
his Escape, the which was taken by the Secretary, and sent 
Home to Sir William Pitt, by an Express Boat dispatched just 
after the sailing of Admiral Saunders; the Substance of which 
Account is as follows, to wit: That as an Hostage he could ex- 
pect for some considerable Time after he went as such :—That 
latterly they begun to use him at Quebec but very indifferently, 
frequently imprisoning him, and at length had condemn’d him 
to die, the Execution of which was suspended till Intelligence 
was received from Old France; that at length it arrived, and 
his Sentence broke, upon which he was set at Liberty ;—That 
an Opportunity offering, he, in Company with one Stephens, 
who was formerly Rogers’ Lieutenant on our Frontiers, and 
taken Prisoner in a Skirmish about 18 months ago, together 
with 3 other Englishmen, embarked on board a crazy Birch 
Canoe the Ist or 2d of May last;—That in coming down the 
River St. Lawrence, they seized a French Schooner, with 5 
Monsieurs on board, whom they secured, and set sail ;—that 
soon after they espied 14 Sail of large Ships under French 
Colours who fired 2 shot at the Schooner, but Stobo taking 
them to be what they appeared, and not imaging an English 
Fleet was up the River, stuck close in shore and came off ;— 
That soon after came across and overpower’d a French Sloop 
with five Hands more on board; and from that Time till they 
arrived at Louisburg with both Schooner and Sloop, they met 
with no Molestation ;—That the French had about 25,000 Men 
on command in the different Posts of Quebec, Montral and 
Crown-Point, (including 8 Regiments of Regulars, and 14 
Battalions of Independants) but that Monsieur Montcalm had 
ordered them all to Quebec to make the better Defence against 
the English Fleet and Armies ;—That the Enemy had also made 
very large Entrenchments at every Place down the River, 
where they thought our Forces could possibly Land, and had 
also built sundry large Floats, stored with immence Combus- 
tibles, in hopes thereby of setting our Fleet on Fire when they 
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made their Appearance. That notwithstanding the Care the 
Enemy had taken to entrench the landing Places aforemention- 
ed, he (Stobo) would undertake to lead his Majesty's Forces 
to a Place not many Miles below Quebec, where they might land 
with little or no Danger; Upon which Assurance the Governor 
of Louisburg (no doubt thinking he would be of Service to 
General Wolfe) immediately ordered a Vessel to be got ready 
to carry him up, after the Admiral, about the 10th or 12th of 
June. 

Captain Stobo reached Wolfe about July 10th, and from 
then on assisted him in many ways. Among other services he 
led the attack on Pointe-aux-Trembles where he conducted 
himself with gallantry towards the two hundred or so ladies 
(many of whom were former friends) who had gathered there 
for safety. It is also probable that he pointed out to Wolfe 
the Foulon as a desirable place to land for the ascent to the 
Plains of Abraham; the landing was not made until September 
10th, and Captain Stobo departed on the 7th with dispatches 
for Amherst and others.*? But before he left, he had had ample 
opportunity to make this very important suggestion, which 
contributed in no small measure to the victory above the city.** 
There has been a tendency to minimize Stobo’s services before 
Quebec, partly because he was not present at the battle, and be- 
cause Wolfe’s death denied him credit that only Wolfe could 
have given him. Certainly Stobo’s presence in the besieging 





42 “Journal du siege de Quebec du 10 mai au 18 septembre 1759,” ed. 
by Aegidius Fauteux, Rapport de l’Archiviste de la Province.de Quebec, 
1920-21 ({Quebec] 1921), (pp. 137-241) pp. 176, 231; “Memoire du Can- 
ada,” p. 159; Mgr. H. Tetu, “M. Jean-Felix Recher, cure de Quebec, et 
son Journal 1757-1760,” Bulletin des Recherches Historiques, IX (Octob- 
er-December 1903) ,(289-307, 321-346, 353-373) 345, 346. Recher suggests 
that when Stobo escaped he left behind a spy, either French or Canadian, 
who communicated with the English. O’Callaghan, Documents Relative to 
the Colonial History of New-York, X. 1025; Journal du Marquis de Mont- 
calm, pp. 580-581; “Journal Militaire tenu par Nicolas Renaud d’Avene 
des Meloizes,” Rapport de lV’ Archiviste de la Province de Quebec, 1928- 
29 ([Quebec] 1929), (pp. 29-86) p. 50; M. J. C. Panet, Journal du Siege 
de Quebec en 1759 (Montreal 1866), p. 13; Selections from the Public 
Documents of the Province of Nova Scotia, ed. by Thomas B. Akins 
(Halifax, N. S., 1869), p. 456: Letter from James Gibson to Gov. Law- 
rence, August 1, 1759. 

43 “The affairs of this army have taken a happy turn since I had the 
honor of writing you by Capt. Stobo.” S. Fraser to (?), Quebec, Oct- 
ober 25, 1759 (P. R. O., W. O. 34/78, p. 98). 

44 A, Doughty and G. W. Parmelee, The Siege of Quebec and the Bat- 
tle of the Plains of Abraham, (Quebec 1901), II, 114 note. 
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army caused consternation among the ranks of the French,*® 
and the commission to carry urgent dispatches to Amherst was 
hazardous and of utmost importance. On September 10th he 
fell into the hands of a French privateer, but succeeded in es- 
caping by a ruse from what would have been certain death.** 
Upon Stobo’s arrival in Boston, Governor Pownall ordered the 
treasurer to advance the Captain seven pounds four shillings, 
and wrote, on October 4, 1759, from Boston to Amherst, in part, 
as follows: 

Captain Stobo, the bearer of this, by a fatality that pursues 
him with repeated misfortunes acquaints me he was taken with- 
in 12 leagues of Halifax by a Pirate Schooner, as he was com- 
ing with dispatches for you, he had also letters for me all 
which he was forced to sink—I have done all in my power to 
forward him the best dispatch to you—& hope he will arrive 
safe.* 

By October he had reached Lord Amherst at Crown Point on 
Lake Champlain, and here served for a brief period as a vol- 
unteer. 

The campaign in Canada halted by the coming of winter, 
Captain Stobo returned on November 18th to Williamsburg to 
find that Virginia had not forgotten him and was eager to 
shower upon him the honors of a triumphant hero. Earlier on 
August 30, 1754, he, along with others, had received a vote of 
thanks from the House of Burgesses for his bravery in the 
battle of Fort Necessity.48 On March 30, 1756, the House ac- 
knowledged a letter from him “now an Hostage at Quebec,” 
and on April 30th in response to the letter took the following 
action : 

Resolved, That the sum of £300 be paid to the said Robert 
Stobo, in Consideration of his Services to the Country, and his 
Sufferings in his Confinement as a Hostage at Quebec, 

and ordered that the money be sent by the first safe convey- 
ance.*® Later in 1759, before his escape from Quebec, the Bur- 
gesses addressed to Colonel Peter Schuyler a vote of thanks 


45 See note 42. 

46 Lettres de U'Intendant Bigot au Chevalier de Levis, ed. by H.-R. 
Casgrain (Quebec 1895), pp. 77-78. 

47 P. R. O., W. O. 34/25, pp. 599, 603. 

48 Journals of House of Burgesses, VIII, 198. 

49 Journals of the House of Burgesses, VIII, 347, 390. 
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for “unparalleled Tenderness and Humanity to Captain Robert 
Stobo ... and several . . . other unfortunate Prisoners in Can- 
ada.*° In his absence Stobo had been continued on the rolls of 
the provincial militia and advanced to the rank of a major.®! 
The stage was all set for a cordial welcome recorded as follows 
in the minutes of the Burgesses: 


Monday, the i9th of November, 33 Geo. II. 1759. 

A Message from the Governor was delivered by M* Walthoe. 

M* Speaker, 

The Governor has commanded me to lay before this House a 
Letter his Honor has just received from his Excellency General 
Amherst, in Favor of Capt. Stobo, by whom it was sent, which 
with that Gentleman’s singular Sufferings, he recommends to the 
immediate Consideration of this House. 

The House immediately proceeded to the Consideration of 
the said Letter, and the same being read, 


Upon a Motion made, it was 

Resolved, That the Sum of £1000 be paid by the Treasurer 
of this Colony to Captain Robert Stobo, over and above the 
Pay that is due to him from the Time of his rendering himself 
A Hostage to this Day, as a Reward for his Zeal to his Country 
and a Recompense for the great Hardships he has suffered dur- 
ing his Confinement in the Enemy’s Country. 

Ordered, That the said Resolve be engrossed; and that Mr’ 
Bland do carry it up to the Council for their Concurrence. 

Upon a Motion made, 

Resolved, That an humble Address be made to his Honor 
the Governor, to desire that he will be pleased to take Capt. 
Stobo into his special Care and Favor, and promote him in the 
Service of this Colony; and that M* Richard Henry Lee do 
wait on his Honor with the said Address. 


Upon a Motion made, 

Resolved, That the Thanks of this House be given to Mr’ 
Robert Stobo for his steady and inviolable Attachment to the 
Interest of this Country; for his singular bravery and Courage 
exerted on all Occasions during this present War, and for the 
Magnanimity with which he has supported himself during his 
Confinement in Canada: And that he be congratulated in the 
Name of this House on his safe and happy Return to this Col- 
ony: And that M* Nicholas, M* Bland, and M* Washington, do 
wait on him for that Purpose. 





50 Journals of the House of Burgesses, 1X, 112. 
51 Hamilton, Letters to Washington, III, 198; Memoirs, pp. 78-82. 
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Stobo responded appropriately, on Tuesday, November 20, as 
follows: 
M' Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Burgesses, 

The distinguishing Tokens of Favor and Benevolence which 
you have vouchsafed voluntarily to confer on me, and that 
unanimously and immediately upon my happy Return to this 
Country, have administered to my Heart the greatest Consola- 
tion which it was susceptible of, gratified every Wish it was 
capable of entertaining, and imprinted upon it the most indelible 
Sense of gratitude it could be possibly affected with. 

To be informed by the Voice of the publick, that I have dis- 
charged my Duty to their Satisfaction, and merited their Thanks 
for my Conduct, is the highest Glory my Ambition could as- 
pire at, and will determine me, upon any future Occasion, to 
exert myself with all the Vigor and Alacrity which the united 
Ardour of Gratitude and Duty can inspire. 

Robert Stobo*? 

His old desire to settle in Virginia as a merchant was dead; 
his thoughts and hopes were now set on a military career. On 
February 18, 1760, he embarked for England bearing letters of 
recommendation to those in power ;®8 once again, he fell into 
the hands of a French privateer and escaped with his life and 
one letter which, by mistake, he still had on his person—the 
others he had thrown into the sea to avoid discovery, and what- 
ever that would have entailed.5* He did, however, have an 
audience with Pitt, and returned to New York in the spring 
carrying letters and recommendations to Amherst, who received 
him June 5th, and on the same day commissioned him a cap- 
tain in the Fifteenth Regiment of Foot, Amherst’s own.5® At 
the time he joined it, the regiment was advancing on Montreal, 
which surrendered unconditionally in September.5¢ Thus if he 
did not fight beside Wolfe on the Plains of Abraham, he was 





52 Journals of the House of Burgesses, IX, 150, 152. 

53 On the eve of his departure he apparently addressed another let- 
ter to the House of Burgesses which is acknowledged in the minutes 
of March 7, 1760 (IX, 162). 

54 Memoirs, pp. 74-75. The Memoirs end with his departure for 
America. 

55 The Journal of Jeffrey Amherst_1758-1763, ed. by J. Clarence Web- 
ster (Chicago, 1931) p. 207; P. R. O., W. O. 1/1 (In-Letters), p. 763. 

56 Richard Cannon, Historical Record of the Fifteenth, or, the York- 
shire East Riding, Regiment of Foot (London 1848), p. 44. 
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present at the surrender which marked the fall of La Nouvelle 
France, and he must have felt a thrill of satisfaction in parti- 
cipating in the successful termination of a long war which had 
cost him so dearly. From this point on, it is possible to follow 
Captain Stobo through the musters of the Fifteenth Regiment 
of Foot, many of which he signed.5? From September 30, 1760, 
to May 4, 1761, while the regiment was quartered in Montreal, 
he was in Quebec, doubtless renewing old acquaintances and 
visiting the scenes of his imprisonment. In the spring the regi- 
ment proceeded to New York by way of Lake Champlain and 
the Hudson; from there it sailed for the West Indies on Jan- 
uary 5, 1762, to serve under Major-General Monckton in the 
attack on the French islands of Martinique.°* After a very active 
and successful expedition, the Fifteenth returned to Canada 
late in 1763; and from then until it disembarked at Ports- 
mouth, England, in July, 1768, occupied several posts at Mont- 
real,>® Quebec, and the upper lake region.®° 


Near the close of his service in Canada, Captain Stobo ap- 
pears to have grown restless under the peace-time duties of a 
soldier, and, wishing once again “jouer au role du grand seig- 
neur,” on June 4, 1767, he purchased a parcel of land on Lake 
Champlain.*! The deed reads in part: 





57 P. R. O., W. O. 12/3228 Stobo signed the following musters, ex- 
cept where noted: Quebec, Sept. 30, Nov. 14, May 4, 1761; Quebec, Sept. 
13, 1763, absent recruiting, October 22; Montreal, August 6, 1765, May 
23, 1766, Aug. 1, 1767; Cirencester, Jan. 24, 1769, absent by the King’s 
leave; Stroud, July 21, 1769, January 4, 1770, absent by leave. 

58 Cannon, Record of the Fifteenth Regiment of Foot, pp. 44-45 

59 In an article entitled “Meade Family History,” William and Mary 
Quarterly, XIII (October 1904), 78, there is a reference to Stobo on Aug- 
ust 27, 1766, being in command at Montreal. There is also the statement 
that he later committed suicide. 

60 Cannon, Record of the Fifteenth Regiment of Foot, p. 46. The 
Journals of the House of Burgesses X, 212, record that on January 17, 
1764, Captain Stobo petitioned for pay as a major in the Virginia Regi- 
ment beginning during his absence in England in 1760. The petition was 
rejected. 

ve E.-Z. Massicote. “A-t-on tout dit sur Stobo?” Bulletin des Recherches 
Historiques, XXXI (December 1925), 553-556. The original grant to 
“Sieur Demuy Capitaine d’Infantrie en Canada” was made September 238, 
1752, by the Marquis Duquesne and Francois Bigot and contained among 
other provisions the “droite de chasse pesche et traitte avec les Sauvages,” 
and the requirement “de conserver et faire conserver par ses tenanciers 
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a Monsieur Robert Stobo Capitaine au quinzieme Regiment 
de sa majeste Britannique en Garrison en cette ville . . . sur le 
fief terre et seigneurie appellee vulgairement, (aux Loutres) 
situes sur le lac Champlain de la Contenance de trois lieues de 
frond sur quatre lieues de proffondeur, a prendre depuis la 
grande riviere aux Loutres, icelle Comprise en descendant au 
Nord Est le long dudit Lac avec les Isles et Islets qui se trou- 
veront audevant de la ditte seigneurie et ainsi que le tout se 
poursuit et comporte. . . . le prix et somme de quartre cent cin- 
quante livres ou shillings courants de cette province.® 


The proclamation of 1763 recognized the validity of the 
original French deeds to land, but in the negotiations of 1768, 
to mark the boundary at the 45° parallel of longtitude, Lake 
Champlain was found to fall within New York State, and as 
a result Captain Stobo’s title was open to dispute, as were 
other French deeds. Subsequent negotiations in 1773 recognized 
the French titles to New York land,®* but it was a result of the 
uncertainty that Stobo addressed a petition in 1769 to the Earl 
of Hillsborough. The petition is here published for the first 
time as the fullest biographical record found to date from 
Stobo’s own hand. The petition reads as follows: 


To the Right Honble the Earl of Hillsborough one of His 
Majestys principal Secretaries of State &c &c &c 


The Memorial of Captain Robert Stobo humbly sheweth, 


That your Memorialist served His Majesty during the whole 
Course of the Late war on the Continent of North America, 
and in the West India Islands—That in 1754 he was delivered 
as an hostage to the French, in which Situation he remained for 
twelve months, when a letter, found among General Braddock’s 
Letters after his defeat, pointed him out to them, as a person, 
whose Zeal had led him to make discoveries, and give informa- 
tion for the Service of his Country, which he thought himself 
at Liberty to do, as they had broken the Terms of Capitulation. 


les bois de Chesne propres pour la Construction des Vaisseaux du Roy.” 

Copies of the concession to Sieur Demuy and the deed given to Captain 
Stobo were made and certified by George Allsopp, Deputy Clerk of En- 
rollments, Quebec, on October 9, and November 27, 1773. (The original 
deeds apparently are in Montreal, in the French Register Letter F, and 
copies in the Library of Congress, C. O. 5:1106, pp. 221-231.) The copy 
of Etobo’s deed certified by Allsoap does not agree in all particulars with 
the original version published by M. Massicotte. 

62 Massicotte, “A-t-on tout dit sur Stobo?” pp 553-554. 

63 Daniel J. Pratt, Report of the Regents of the University on the Boun- 
daries of the State of New York (Albany 1874-1884), II, 1-36. 
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CAPTAIN ROBERT STOBO 265 


In Consequence of this he was kept in close Confinment for 
four years, tried for his life, and condemned; but by an extra- 
ordinary and dangerous Enterprise he effected his escape in 
1759; That in going down the River Saint Lawrence with the 
Assistance of four other Prisoners, he had the good fortune to 
surprize and take three armed provisions-Vessels going to supply 
the Enemy, by which he prevented three hundred Indians from 
joining the French at Quebec, and furnished Admiral Saund- 
ers’s fleet with four of the best Pilots he had. He afterwards 
joined General Wolfe, as a Volunteer, and gave him very ma- 
terial Intelligence, with Regard to the Situation of Canada and 
Quebec: That in 1760 he was appointed to a Company in His 
Majesty’s 15th Regiment of Foot, (after having been Major 
to the Virginia Regiment for five years,) since which time he 
served at the Reduction of Montreal, Martinique, and the Ha- 
vannah, and received several dangerous Wounds. That your 
Memorialist purchased a Tract of Land situated on Lake Cham- 
plain, and Otter Creeke from French Proprietors; and has in 
his possession their original Grants, the Confirmation of the 
Court of France, and a legal Conveyance from them. That your 
Memorialist made this purchase upon the faith of the Terms 
of Capitulation for Canada ratified by his Majesty, in which 
no Clause was inserted concerning disputed Lands; but the 
Canadians were left in possession of the property, and allowed 
to dispose of it—By a Line drawn since the Conquest of that 
Country to determine the Boundaries of the Province of Can- 
ada & New York, this Tract is fallen into the Latter, and has 
been granted away by the Governor of that province, as it ap- 
pears to your Memorialist, contrary to the Terms of Capitula- 
tion, whereby he is likely to lose an advantagious purchase, & 
become a very great Sufferer. Your Memorialist therefore 
most humbly prays, that your Lordship will be pleased to 
recommend it to his Majesty, that out of his great goodness he 
will order him restitution of his property, & he humbly hopes 
fourteen years faithful Service will plead in his behalf. 
All of which is most humbly submitted by your Lordships 
most obedient and 
most humble Servant, 
Robt. Stobo Cap" in the 
15th Regt. 


Whatever may have been his success,** he deserted his prop- 
erty and sailed for England with his regiment, which occupied 





64 The present war has prevented the pursuit of the outcome of the 
petition. Two letters, one from George Allsopp of October 15, 1773, anoth- 
er from Alexander McCaul, 1799, in the Public Record Office apparently 
concern the eventual disposal of the land in question. 
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various quarters in the southern and midland counties from July, 
1768, until the spring of 1771, when it marched into Yorkshire.® 
Sometime during this period, Captain Stobo and Smollett met. 
Smollet was in Bath, February 24, 1767 ;°* his next letter to 
David Hume, dated August 31, 1768°7, contains an account of 
his acquaintance with Stobo, who was not in England before 
July 1st. In this interval of one or two months, the Captain, 
coming up to London as an officer in an American regiment and 
as a Scotchman, quite naturally went to the Scotch coffee-houses 
at Charing Cross, either the British or Forrest’s, and here, either 
through mutual Glasgow friends or because of the fame of his 
exploits, he met Smollett. There is, of course, the possibility that 
Stobo went to Smollett’s lodgings, but it is more reasonable to 
believe that these two men enjoyed each other’s company amid 
scenes familiar to Smollett and to many a transient Scot. Smol- 
lett’s generous words commending Captain Stobo to David 
Hume are the finest estimate of the Captain’s character that has 
come down from the pen of a contemporary : 


Perhaps I overrate my own consequence when I presume to 
recommend to your acquaintance and good offices, the bearer, 
Captain Robert Stobo; a man whose very extraordinary services 
and sufferings in America, have merited, and obtained the most 
ample and honourable testimonials, which he will gladly submit 
toyour perusal. I can safely say from my own knowledge, that he 
is not less modest and sensible in the conversation and occurrances 
of civil life than enterprising and indefatigable in his military 
capacity. All these good qualities, united to an extensive know- 
ledge of our American concerns, cannot fail to engage the friend- 
ship and regard of Mr. David Hume, from what quarter soever 
they may come recommended.*®® 


There is no suggestion in the letter that he thought Stobo eccen- 
tric, conceited, vain, needy, or ambitious; rather, Smollett paid 
due tribute to his deeds and his manners, and enjoyed his com- 
pany and the stories of his many extraordinary adventures. Hume 
replied in much the same vein, from Ragley, September 21, 1768: 


65 Cannon Record of the Fifteenth Regiment of Foot, p. 46. 

66 The Letters of Tobias Smollet, M. D., ed, by Edward S. Noyes 
(Cambridge 1926), p 103. 

67 Noyes, Letters, pp. 103-104. 

68 Noyes, Letters, p. 103. 
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CAPTAIN ROBERT STOBO 267 


I did not see your friend, Captain Stobo, till the day before I 
left Cirencester, and only for a little time; but he seemed to be 
a man of good sense, and has surely had the most extraordinary 
adventures in the world. He has promised to call on me when 
he comes to London, and I shall always see him with pleasure.®® 
Both Hume’s testimony and Smollett’s refute the false impres- 
sion of the Captain conveyed by the absurd style of the Memoirs. 

Very little is known of the concluding years of Captain Stobo’s 
life. By 1770 he had risen, or survived, to be the senior captain 
of the Fifteenth Regiment, an honor he enjoyed but briefly, for 
according to the muster of his regiment at Chatham for August 
13, 1770, now for the first time published, he died on June 19, 
1770. His death did not remove his name immediately from Vir- 
ginia historical records. On February 19, 1754, when he first 
organized the Virginia militia, Governor Dinwiddie by procla- 
mation had promised a land bounty to all soldiers as an induce- 
ment to enlisting; Robert Stobo, enlisting as a captain, was en- 
titled to 9,000 acres. Part of this land was surveyed and the first 
grant made in 1771.7° Stobo was aware of the bounty due him 
and applied to George Mercer, a fellow officer at Fort Necessity, 
who was acting as an agent for Washington and the Ohio Com- 
pany in London, for his allotment.71 When Mercer’s letter, dated 
March 28, 1770, came to Washington’s hand, Stobo’s claim had 
already been entered. It was necessary, however, that he ad- 
vance some money to cover the expenses of the survey, concern- 
ing which Washington wrote him a long letter.72 By March 12, 
1773, Stobo’s heir had not yet made any contribution.7* On 
November 5th, when the final grant was made, this entry ap- 
pears: 

Robt. Stobo’s heir for his full proportion of the 

200,000 acres 9,000 acres.*4 


On November 22, 1771, Washington requested Robert 





69 J. Y. T. Greig, The Letters of David Hume (Oxford 1932), pp. 
185-186; also in Robert Anderson, The Miscellaneous Works of Tobias 
Smollett (Edinburgh 1806), I. 189. 

70 Fitzpatrick, Writings of Washington, III, 66-70. 

71 Fitzpatrick, Writings of Washington, III, 66. 

72 Fitzpatrick, Writings of Washington, III, 73-74. 

73 Fitzpatrick, Writings of Washington, III, 122. 

74 Fitzpatrick, Writings of Washington, III, 159. Among the annota- 
tions in Washington’s hand on a map of 28,400 acres on the Ohio and 
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Adams, if he went to England, to endeavor to purchase Stobo’s 
rights, and in December he wrote Daniel Richardson, who, in 
answer to Washington’s earlier letter to Stobo, said that he 
was Stobo’s representative, and described the location of the 
tract, the terms of occupancy, and the amount due the sur- 
veyors.7® Who eventually received a title to Stobo’s land on the 
Ohio or Little Kanawha river is not known. 


Fragmentary and incomplete as this must be, it concludes a 
brief resume of all that is known of Captain Robert Stobo. The 
story of his life has survived only because of his participation 
in a chain of events about which many accounts have been writ- 
ten; as a result of the historical nature and purpose of these 
records, he emerges as a rather neutral personality with only a 
few hints as to his personal tastes, social accomplishments, 
manners, habits, and ambitions. He is worthy, nevertheless, of 
an honored place among the less distinguished but brave and 
devoted soldiers who, at great sacrifice, furthered the cause of 
the Colonies and of the British in America in a formative 
period of American history. 


Little Kanawha rivers is the statement that Stobo’s heirs were among 
the patentees, but the precise position within this tract of Stobo’s 9,000 
acres is not given. The original of the map is in the Johns Hopkins 
Library, a facsimile in the George Washington Atlas (Washington, 
1932). Plate 22, See also The Virginia Magazine of History and Bio- 
graphy, V (April 1898), 461. 

75 Fitzpatrick, Writings of Washington, III, 75-76, 171-172. 


Note: A comparison of the “Copy” of the memorial or petition to the 
Earl of Hillsborough, 1769. with the letter of July 28, 1754 confirms the 
conjecture that the memorial is in Stobo’s hand. On the letter, one French 
annotation, apparently made when the letter was discovered in Braddock’s 
baggage, reads: “a Envoyee am” legeneral parce que ce plan est si exact 
quil est surprenant que cesoit des personne qui ny point Entre qui lait fait.” 
Five others made during the trial agree in general with the following: “parafe 
amontreal le 22 aout, 1756, enpresence dudit Stobo qui suivant que nous la 
explique le sieur langloisori adeclare nevouloir signe [signed] Langloiserie 
Joumonville.” 


The map of Fort Duquesne on the letter sent by Stobo to Washington, 
July 28, 1754, later carried by Braddock, and by the French made the basis 
of the trial and condemnation of Stobo for treason. Reproduced through the 
courtesy of the Archives in Montreal. 


It is a pleasure to acknowledge the generous assistance of Dr. Donald 
Dozer, of the Department of History in the University of Maryland; M. 
Pierre-Georges Roy, Archivist of the Province of Quebec; and Miss 
Elinore G. Girault for transcription from the Maryland Gazette. 
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WILLIAM BYRD TITLE BOOK 


(Continued ) 
Edited and Annotated by Mrs. ReseccaA JOHNSTON 


At a Court held at Varina for the 
County of Henrico the first Monday 
in April being the Seventh Day of 
the Month Anno Di. 1712. The with- 
in named William Soane appeared 
in his proper person & acknowledged 
this Deed to be his Act & Deed. Then 
Mary the Wife of the said Wm. 
Soane appeared personally & relin- 
quished her Right of Dower in the 
Land by the said Deed conveyed, & 
thereupon Ordered that the the said 
Deed & Relinquishment of Dower 
be Recorded & they are accordingly 
Recorded 


Test William Randolph Cl Cur 


Capt. William Soane’s Release to Mr. Byrd for 2200 Acres 
of Land near Falling Creek 


THIS INDENTURE MADE the 5th day of April in the 
Year of our Lord God One Thousand Seven Hundred & Twelve 
BETWEEN William Soane of the County & parish of Henrico 
Gentlemen of the One part & William Byrd of the County of 
Charles City Esq of the other part WITNESSETH That 
Whereas the said William Soane by Indenture bearing Date 
the day before the Date hereof & for the Consideration therein 
expressed hath Bargained & Sold unto the said William Byrd 
his Executors and Administrators One Tract or parcel of Land 
Scituate lying & being in the Parish and County of Henrico 
and on the South Side of James River Containing by Estima- 
tion Two Thousand Two Hundred Acres and bounded as in 
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the aforerecited Indenture is Expressed. TO HAVE AND 
TO HOLD the said Land & Premises with the Appurtenances 
unto the said William Byrd his Executors and Administrators 
from the Day next before the Date of the said Recited In- 
denture unto the End and Term of One Year from thence next 
following to the Intent that by Vertue thereof and of the 
Statute for transferring Uses into Possession the said Wil- 
liam Byrd might be in Actual possession of the said Land 
and Premises and be Enabled to accept of and take a Grant 
and Release of the Reversion and Inheritance thereof to him 
and his Heirs to the Use of him his Heirs & Assigns for 
ever as by the said Recited Indenture of Lease more at large 
appeareth, NOW THIS INDENTURE WITNESSETH That 
the said William Soane for and in Consideration of the Sum of 
Seventy Seven pounds Sterling to him in hand paid by the said 
William Byrd, whereof he doth hereby acknowledge the Receipt 
HATH granted remised released & confirmed and DOTH by 
these presents grant remise release & confirm unto the said Wil- 
liam Byrd in his Actual possession now being by Vertue of the 
said Recited Indenture of Bargain & Sale made to him of 
a Year & of the said Statute and to his Heirs & Assigns 
for ever the aforesaid Land & premises with the Appurtenances 
& all the Estate Right Title Interest Claim and Demand what- 
soever of the said William Soane of in & to the same and every 
part thereof, & the Reversion & Reversions Remainder and Re- 
mainders thereof and every part thereof TO HAVE AND TO 
HOLD the said Land and premises with the Appurtenances unto 
the said William Byrd his Heirs. 
(page missing) 
Stephen Sarazen!! having a Small 
Tract of Land on the North Side ot 
Falling Creek containing 109 Acres 
which was sold to Mr. Byrd by his 
Attorney William Randolph Gentle- 
man, by Lease and Release as follows. 





11 In the list of Henrico County Quit Rents for 1704 Stephen Sarra- 
gin pays a tax on 120 acres of land and in “An acct, of Land yt. hath 
been concealed” ten additional acres appear against him. (Va. Mag. 
XXVIII, 216, 218). 
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THIS INDENTURE made this Thirtieth Day of May in the 
Year of our Lord 1710 BETWEEN William Randolph Junr 
Attorney of Stephen Sarazin of the One Part And William 
Byrd Esqr of the other part WITNESSETH that the said 
William Randolph (by Verture of a Letter of Attorney from 
the said Stephen Sarrazin Dated the Eighteenth of June 1709 
and proved and ordered to be Recorded at Henrico Court the 
first Day of May 1710) for and in Consideration of the Sum of 
five Shillings Sterling to him in Hand paid by the said Wiliam 
Byrd whereof he doth hereby acknowledge the Receipt HATH 
Bargained & Sold & by these presents doth Bargain & Sell unto 
the said William Byrd his Executors and Administrators One 
Tract or parcel of Land containing by Estimation One Hundred 
& Nine Acres lying & being in the County of Henrico on the 
North Side of Falling Creek being the Land which by the last 
Will & Testament of Henry Trent Deceased was given unto 
his Son John Trent and by him sold to John Goode and by the 
said Goode sold to the said Stephen Sarrazin TO HAVE AND 
TO HOLD the said Land & premises unto him the said William 
Byrd his Executors and Administrators from the Day next be- 
fore the Date hereof unto the End & Term and for & during 
the term of One Year from thence next Ensuing, to the intent 
that by Vertue hereof and of the Statute for transfering Uses 
into possession the said William Byrd may be in the Actual 
possession of the said Land & premises and be enabled to take & 
Accept of a Grant & Release of the Reversion & Inheritance of 
the Same Lands & premises to him & his Heirs to the Use of 
him his Heirs & Assigns for Ever. IN WITNESS whereof the 
said William Randolph hath hereunto set his Hand & Affixed 
his Seal the Day & Year abovewritten. 


WILLIAM RANDOLPH Junr’? 


Signed Sealed and Deliver’d 
in the presence of 
Henry Randolph?* Junr 
Thomas Eldridge! 





12 William Randolph, Jr. (Nov. 1681-Oct. 19, 1742) was the son of 
William Randolph and Mary Isham Randolph his wife. He was ap- 
pointed clerk of Henrico Court May 1710 which office he held until May 
1720; was clerk of the House of Burgesses 1702-12; Justice of Henrico 
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At a Court held at Varina for the 
County of Henrico County the first 
Monday in June 1710. The afore- 
named William Randolph Junr At- 
torney of Stephen Sarrazin by Ver- 
tue of a power to him given ack- 
nowledged the aforewritten Deed to 
be his Act & Deed and thereupon 
the Same was Ordered to be Record- 
ed and it is accordingly Recorded. 
Test Wm Randolph Cl Cur 


William Randolph Junr’s Release to Mr. Byrd for 109 
Acres of Land on Falling Creek. 


THIS INDENTURE made this thirty first day of May in 
the Year of our Lord 1710 BETWEEN, William Randolph 
Junr Attorney of Stephen Sarrazin of the One part and Wil- 


1720, 1721, and represented Henrico in the House of Burgesses 1718, 
1720, 1722, 1723, 1726, and was appointed to the Council in 1728. He mar- 
ried June 22, 1709, Elizabeth (Jan, 1, 1690-Dec. 26, 1723) the second 
daughter of Peter Beverley. His tomb and that of his wife is at “Tur- 
key Island” and a copy of the inscriptions on both are cited in the Vir- 
ginia Magaine Vol. III, 262, 263, where the will of William Randolph, 
Jr., also is given. William and Elizabeth Randolph had issue: Beverley 
of “Turkey Island” who married Miss Lightfoot of “Sandy Point” and 
died without issue; Peter of “Chatsworth”, member of the Council 1750, 
and Surveyor-General of the Customs for the Middle District of North 
America, Burgess, married Lucy, daughter of Robert Bolling; William 
of “Wilton”, Burgess, clerk of House of Burgesses, 1741, married Anne, 
daughter of Benjamin and Anne (Carter) Harrison of ‘Berkeley’; a 
daughter Mary married John Price, and Elizabeth married Col. John 
Chiswell. (Va. Mag. III, 201-204; Slaughter’s Bristol Parish, 213, 215; 
Stanard’s Colonial Virginia Register). 

13 For Henry Randolph see note 9, Virginia Magazine XLVIII, 112, 
113, (April, 1940). 

14 The first authentic record of the Eldridge family we find in Vir- 
ginia is that of Thomas Eldridge who was living in Henrico County in 
1709 where he was a practising lawyer and where in 1716 he became 
deputy clerk of that county. He married before 1711, Judith (1692- 
1759) the daughter of Richard Kennon of “Conjuror’s Neck,” Hen- 
rico. In that year (1711) William Kennon deeded to his _brother-in- 
law Thomas Eldridge, a tract of land known as ‘Roxdale’ in what is now 
Chesterfield County. The said Thomas later removed to Surry County 
where he died in 1741. An abstract of his will preserved at the Virginia 
Historical Society is as follows: Thomas Eldridge, Gentleman—will dat- 
ed August 17, 1739, pr. May 20, 1741. Wife Judith, extr. Sons William, 
Richard Thomas; daus. Judith, Elizabeth, Mary Anne, Martha; grand 
children Thomas Eldridge and Jane Eldridge. The son Richard in- 
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liam Byrd Esqr of the other part WITNESSETH that the 
said William Randolph (by Vertue of a Letter of Attorney 
from the said Stephen Sarrazin dated the Eighteenth day of 
June 1709 and proved and Ordered to be Recorded at a Court 
holden for Henrico County the first day of May 1710) hav- 
ing by Indenture bearing Date the Day before the Date hereof 
and for the Consideration therein expressed Bargained & Sold 
unto the said William Byrd his Executors & Administrators 
One Tract or parcel of Land containing by Estimation One 
Hundred & Nine Acres Lying & being in the County of Henrico 
on the North Side of Falling Creek being the Land which by 
the last Will & Testament of Henry Trent 1° deceased was given 
unto his Son John Trent and by him sold to John Goode & by 
the said Goode sold to the said Stephen Sarrazin TO BE HELD 
by the said William Byrd his Executors & Administrators from 
the day next before the Date of the said recited Indenture unto 
the End & Term of One Year from thence next following to 
the intent that by Vertue thereof & of the Statute for trans- 
ferring uses into possession the said William Byrd might be in 
the Actual possession of the said Lands & premises and be En- 
abled to accept of and take a Grant and Release of the Reversion 
and Inheritance to him and his Heirs to the Use of him his 
Heirs & Assigns for Ever, as by the said Recited Indenture of 
Lease more at large appeareth NOW THIS INDENTURE 
WITNESSETH that the said William Randolph by Vertue of 
the Power aforesaid for and in Consideration of the Sum of 
Twelve pounds Sterling to him in hand paid by the said Wil- 
liam Byrd hath granted remised released and doth by these 
presents Grant Remise Release & Confirm unto the said Wil- 
liam Byrd in his Actual possession now being by Vertue of the 





herited ‘Roxdale’ a tract of 675 acres which was originally part of the 
settlement of Sir Thomas Dale in 1613. See note 2, Va. Mag. XLVIII, 
330 (Oct. 1940); XLVI, p. 173, and XII, 89; Wm. and Mary Quar. \st 
series X, 187). 

15 Henry Trent (1642-1701) is said to be the emigrant ancestor of the 
family and tradition has it that he was either the brother or uncle of Wil- 
liam Trent (1655-1724) for whom the city of Trenton, N. J. was named. 
His will proved Henrico Court, April 5, 1701, mentions eight children of 
whom Alexander was the eldest, and the four succeeding generations per- 
petuate the name. The wife of Henry Trent was Elizabeth the daughter 
of Henry Sherman. An interesting account of the Trent and Sherman 
families is given in Va. Mag., XXXV, 440-442. 
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said recited Indenture of Bargain & Sale made to him of a 
Year and of the said Statute, to him his Heirs & Assigns for 
Ever. the aforesaid Land and premises with the Appurtenances 
and all the Estate Right Title Interest Claim and Demand what- 
soever of the said Stephen Sarazin of in and to the same and 
every part thereof, and the Reversion and Reversions Remaind- 
er and Remainders thereof and every part thereof TO HAVE 
AND TO HOLD the said Land and premises with the Ap- 
purtenances unto the said William Byrd his Heirs and As- 
signs for Ever IN WITNESS whereof the said William Ran- 
dolph hath hereunto set his Hand and Affixed his Seal the 
Day & Year abovewritten. 

WILLIAM RANDOLPH Junr (Seal) 


Signed Sealed & delivered 
in the Presence of 
Henry Randolph Junr. 


Thomas Eldridge. At a Court held at Varina for the 
County of Henrico June the first 
1710 


The within named William Randolph Junr At- 
torney of Stephen Sarrazin by Vertue of a 
Power to him given, acknowledge the within 
written Deed to be his Act & deed, and there- 
upon the same was ordered to be Recorded 
and it is accordingly Recorded. 

Test William Randolph Cl Cur. 


Capt. Giles Webb dy’d seized of 408 
Acres of Land near Falling Creek 
and 132 Acres at the Upper End of 
Mr. Byrd’s Land Called Bacon’s 
Quarter on the North Side of James 
River. But dying without Issue these 
Two Tracts of Land descended to 
his Brother in England, who sold the 
same to William Randolph Gentle- 
man and he conveyed them to Mr. 
Byrd by Lease and Release as fol- 
lows 
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THIS INDENTURE made the Twenty Eighth Day of June 
1717 BETWEEN William Randolph of the County of Henrico 
on the One part and William Byrd of the County of Charles 
City Esq of the Other part WITNESSETH that the said Wil- 
liam Randolph for and in Consideration of the Sum of five shill- 
ings Sterling to him in hand paid by the said William Byrd the 
Receipt whereof he doth hereby acknowledge HATH Bargained 
and Sold & by these presents doth Bargain & Sell unto the said 
William Byrd his Executors and Administrators Two Tracts or 
parcels of Land (to wit) One containing Four Hundred and 
Eight Acres Scituate lying & being on the South Side James 
River near falling Creek lately in the possession of Giles Webb 
deceased and by him bought of Andrew Martin the other 
known by the Name of Stooping Hiccory Containing One Hiun- 
dred Thirty Two Acres lying & being on the North Side of James 
River between the Lands of the said William Byrd and was also 
lately in the possession of the said Giles Webb TO HAVE AND 
TO HOLD the said Two Tracts of Land with the Appurten- 
ances unto the said William Byrd his Executors and Adminis- 
trators from the Day before the Date hereof unto the End & 
Term for & during the Term of one year, from thence next En- 
suing to the Intent that by Vertue hereof & of the Statute for 
transfering Uses into possession the said William Byrd may be 
in Actual possession of the same Lands & be enabled to take & 
accept of a Grant & Release of the Reversion and Inheritance of 
the same Lands and premises to him & his Heirs to the use of 
him his Heirs & Assigns for Ever IN WITNESS whereof the 
said William Randolph hath hereunto set his Hand & Affixed 
his Seal the day & Year abovewritten. 
WILLIAM RANDOLPH (Seal) 

Signed Sealed & delivered 

in the Presence of 

Charles Griffin!® 

Richard Randolph!? 





16 In 1714 Gov. Spotswood collected a group of friendly Indians at 
Fort Christiana on the Meherrin River in what is now Brunswick County 
hoping they would act as a barrier against the hostile tribes. The General 
Assembly confined all trade with the Indians south of the James to this 
Place and granted to a Company the right to trade there on condition that 
a school house be built. The Rev. Charles Griffin was appointed master of 
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At a Court held for Henrico County 
the first Day of July 1717 

William Randolph acknowledged this 
Deed to be his Act & Deed and the 
same was thereupon admitted to Rec- 
ord. Then Elizabeth his Wife being 
first privately examined Relinquish- 
ed her Right of Dower in the Land 
hereby conveyed which was also ad- 
mitted to Record. 

Test William Randolph Cl Cur 


William Randolph’s Release to Mr. Byrd for 540 Acres 
of Land 


THIS INDENTURE made the Twenty Ninth day of June 
1717 BETWEEN William Randolph of the County of Henrico 
of the One part and William Byrd of the County of Charles 
City Esq of the other part WITNESSETH that the said Wil- 
liam Randolph having by Indenture bearing Date the Day be- 
fore the Date hereof & for the Consideration therein expressed 
Bargained & Sold unto the said William Byrd his Executors 
or Administrators Two Tracts or parcels of Land (To Wit) One 
Containing four hundred & Eight Acres Scituate Lying and be- 
ing on the South Side of James River near Falling Creek lately 
in the possession of Giles Webb Gentleman deceased and by 


the school by the Governor and at one time as many as seventy-seven chil- 
dren were taught to read, write and say their prayers, this being done 
at the sole expense of the Governor. This plan did not long abide and Mr. 
Griffin was transferred to the College of William and Mary where he 
taught the Indians. (Va. Mag. XXXIII, 183-184; Virginia Historical 
Register, IV, 19, 20) 

17 Richard Randolph (1690-1748) of “Curles” was the fifth son of 
William Randolph of “Turkey Island” and his wife Mary Isham. He 
represented Henrico County as a Burgess 1736, 1738, 1740, 1742, 1744, 
1745, 1746, 1747, 1748, and was Treasurer of the Colony 1736-1738, He 
married Jane (1703-1766) the daughter of Col. John Bolling and among 
their six children was John Randolph (1741-1775) who married Frances 
Bland (1752-1788) and was the father of John Randolph of Roanoke 
(1773-1833). The interesting wills of Richard Randolph and Jane his 
wife are cited in Va. Mag. XXII, 441 et seq, as is also a copy of the 
inscription on the monument erected at “Turkey Island” by their son 
John. Pictures of Richard Randolph and Jane his wife also are given 
in this issue of the Magazine. (Va. Mag. XXIII, 440-444; Robertson’s 
Descendants of Pocahontas, 32, 33, 37; Stanard’s Colonial Register). 
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him bought of Andrew Martin The other known by the Name 
of the Stooping Hickory Containing One Hundred Thirty Two 
Acres lying on the North Side James River Between the Lands 
of the said William Byrd and was also lately in the Possession 
of the said Giles Webb both which Tracts of Land were by the 
last Will & Testament of the said Giles Webb devised to his 
Brother Thomas Webb!® of the City of Gloucester Esqr and by 
him Conveyed with several other Lands to the said William 
Randolph in fee TO BE HELD by the said William Byrd his 
Executors & Administrators from the day before the Date of 
the said Recited Indenture unto the End & Term of One Year 
from thence next following To the Intent that by Vertue hereof 
& of the Statute for transfering Uses into Possession the said 
William Byrd may be in actual possession of the said Land and 
be enabled to accept of and take a Grant and Release of the In- 
heritance & Reversion thereof to him & his Heirs to the Use of 
him his heirs & Assigns for Ever as by the said Indenture of 
Lease may more at Large Appear NOW THIS INDENTURE 
WITNESSETH that the said William Randolph for & in Con- 
sideration of the Sum of Seventy five Pounds Sterling to him in 
Hand paid by the said William Byrd the Receipt whereof he 
doth hereby acknowledge, the said Lands with the appurtenances 
hath granted remised Released & Confirmed & by these pres- 
ents doth Remise Release & Confirm unto the said William 
Byrd in his Actual Possession now being by Vertue of the said 
Recited Indenture of Bargain & Sale made to him & by Vertue 
of the said Statute and to his Heirs & Assigns for Ever TO 
HAVE AND TO HOLD the said Land with the Appurtances 
unto the said William Byrd his Heirs & Assigns for Ever in as 
ample Manner as the said William Randolph might do by Ver- 
tue of the aforementioned Conveyance from the said Thomas 





18 An interesting letter written by William Byrd July 30, 1688 to A. 
& E. Allen states that he has been requested by Mr. Thomas Webb in 
England to advance to his brother Giles Webb the sum of £100 the said 
Giles having recently purchased of Mr. John Pleasants 700 acres of 
land—and “now Giles being woeing one of Colo. Swans Daughters and 
they inquisitive what Giles may be worth I have promised Giles the 
other £100 xxxx which you may intimate to his brother”. (See note 5, 
Va, Mag. XXVI, 21, (Jan, 1908) and Vol. XXV, 262). 
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Webb IN WITNESS whereof the said William Randolph hath 

hereunto set his Hand & affixed his Seal the Day & Year above 

written. 

WILLIAM RANDOLPH [SEAL] 

Sign’d Seal’d & deliver’d 

in the presence of 

(the said Lands with the 

Appurtenances being first 

interlined ) 

Charles Griffin 

Richd. Randolph 

June 29th 1717. 

Received the Consid- 

eration within men- 

tion’d. 

William Randolph 

At a Court held for Henrico County the first 
day of July 1717. 
William Randolph acknowledged this Deed 
with the Receipt Endorsed to be his Act & Deed 
& thereupon the same was admitted to Record. 
Then Elizabeth his wife being first privately 
examined Relinquished her Right of Dower 
in the Land hereby conveyed which was also 
admitted to Record 


Test William Randolph Cl Cur 


(To be continued) 
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RICHMOND’S PUBLIC PROCLAMATION OF THE DECLARA- 
TION OF INDEPENDENCE. “On Monday last [August 5, 1776] being 
court day, the Declaration of Independence was publicly proclaimed in the 
town of Richmond, before a large concourse of respectable freeholders of 
Henrico county, and upwards of 200 of the militia, who assembled on that 
grand occasion. It was received with universal shouts of joy, and re-echoed 
by three vollies of small arms. The same evening the town was illuminated, 
and the members of the committee held a club, when patriotic toasts were 
drank. Although there were near 1000 people present, the whole was con- 
ducted with the utmost decorum, and the satisfaction visible in every count- 
enance sufficiently evinces their determination to support it with their lives 
and fortunes. 

Now will America’s sons her fame increase 
In arms and science, with glory, honour, and peace.” 


From: The Virginia Gazette [Saturday] August 10, 1776, Williamsburg: 
Printed by Dixon & Hunter, page 6, column 1. 


GLOUCESTER JULEP: This is both a “Note” and a “Query.” Some- 
time since three manuscript recipe books came to the Society with the Clai- 
borne Papers, The books into which the recipes were written by several 
ladies of earlier days show marked age in themselves, while the recipes 
which they record are evidently treasures of the housekeeper’s art which 
had been handed down from earlier generations, We trust we may be able 
at some future time to find someone who will undertake a careful study of 
these books and their contents and supply us with a comprehensive article 
on ancient Virginia recipes. In the meantime we give here a recipe which, 
in the heated summer season, even in its reading, inspires one to “dream 
dreams and see visions,” regardless of age or sex. In publishing this notable 
recipe we request that anyone who may know anything of its origin (evident- 
ly in Tide-water Virginia) will communicate that information to us. The 
recipe is for making a 

“GLOUCESTER JULEP 

A gill of good Liquor, good French or Apple brandy, & Rum in equal 
parts — say a small wine glass of each, with a dash of good Peach brandy 
to flavour — to a half pint goblet (silver if you have it) Put the Sugar in 
the spirit & let it dissolve & stand until clear — Use little or no water & 
then fill the goblet with powdered ice & put the sprigs of mint in last 
without bruising them. Crown with a few strawberries if you have them.” 


LEE TREASURES. The Virginia Historical Society has recently ac- 
quired, by gift and purchase, three bibliographical items which are of in- 
comparable value owing to their association with members of the Lee fam- 











280 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE 


ily. The first of these items, the generous gift of Cazenove G, Lee, Jr., of 
Washington, D. C., is a copy of John Mayer’s “An Epistle entitled, to the 
twelve tribes in dispersion.” The upper half of the title-page of this book 
is missing, and the title as here given is from the preface. The lower half 
of the title-page is, however, preserved and carries the author’s name: 
“John Mayer, Doctor in Divinity,’ and the imprint: “At London Printed 
by I. B. for Robert Bostocke, and are to be sold at his shop in St. Paul’s 
Churchyard at the sign of the King’s head 1629.” The book is badly worn 
and evidently experienced “hard times” in full force during some of the 
years of its long, long life. A number of pages, together with the back 
cover, are missing. On the inside of the front cover appears in an ancient, 
unidentified, handwriting: “To Colo. Thos. Lee.” In the margin of one of 
the pages, well over in the body of the book, appears the autograph of 
“Richard Henry Lee,” and on another page the autograph of “Francis 
Lightfoot Lee.” Thus we have in this ancient and worn volume a book 
that once was in the library of “Stratford” and a book that was once in 
the hands of Thomas Lee, the builder of “Stratford,” and of two of his 
illustrious sons, Richard Henry Lee and Francis Lightfoot Lee, both of 
whom were signers of the Declaration of Independence from Virginia, 


The second of the items, an unbound pamphlet of fifteen pages, is an 
early imprint of the “Funeral Oration on the death of General Washing- 
ton, Delivered at the Request of Congress by Major General Henry Lee, 
Member of Congress from Virginia, Boston: Printed for Joseph Mancrede 
and Manning & Poring. Sold by them respectively.” It is in this oration 
that General Henry Lee refers to General Washington as “First in war, 
first in peace, and first in the hearts of his countrymen.” This copy of the 
“Funeral Oration” bears the autograph “R. E, Lee” on the title page. It 
was evidently General Robert E. Lee’s personal copy of his honored fath- 
er’s great tribute to Washington. 


The third of these items (which like the second was purchased by the So- 
ciety) is a book entitled “The Wisdom of God Manifested in the Works 
of Creation . . . By John Ray, late fellow of the Royal Society. The 
Eleventh Edition, Corrected. London: Printed for W. Innys, at the West- 
End of St. Paul’s. MDCCXLIII.” The back of the fly-leaf of this book 
carries the following in the handwriting of General Henry Lee: “Stratford. 
Henry Lee,” while in the hand writing of his son, General Robert E. Lee, 
there appears on the same leaf: “To William H. Fitzhugh Lee, with much 
love, your affectionate father, R. E. Lee.” As one looks upon this hallowed 
page his heart surges as he pictures in imagination the great trinity of 
military commanders: “Light Horse Harry” Lee and his son, Robert Ed- 
ward Lee (whose veneration of his father is one of the gems in the 
treasury of human devotion) and the latter’s son, William Henry Fitzhugh 
Lee (affectionately called “Rooney’’). 


As these rare treasures rest in ones hands he feels the great spirit of 
patriotism of their once possessors penetrate his flesh and enter his heart: 
the spirit of liberty’s defenders from generation to generation; men who 
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with living minds and stainless blades informed by great power fought the 
good fight of freedom’s faith. “Lord God of hosts be with us yet; Lest 
we forget, lest we forget.”—C. T. 


MAY. Wanted information about the family of Orpha May, (born Bed- 
ford Co., Va., May 6, 1784, died Dec, 4, 1834) married, about 1818, Thomas 
Hall, (born Bedford Co., Va., Jan. 8, 1786; died Aug. 28, 1856) of “Bed- 
ford,” Jefferson Co., Miss. Thomas Hall was son of William Hall of Bed- 
ford Co., Va. The dates here given are from tombstones in Greenwood 
Church-yard near Stanton, Miss, Address: C. Wickliffe Throckmorton, 156 
East 79th St., New York, N. Y. 


HAYS. A family Bible carried to Natchez, Miss., about 1820 by Mrs. 
Elizabeth McCamay Hays, contains the following records: “James Hays 
and Elizabeth McCamay married November 26, 1776.” [issue] “Ester Hays 
born September 26, 1777. Mary Hays, born March 18, 1781; died Decem- 
ber 13, 1781. Jane and Mary Hays, born January 25, 1784. John Hays, born 
April 14, 1786. Robert Hays, born June 18, 1789. Emily Hays, daughter of 
Robert Hays, born October 25, 1816.” Other entries, not children of James 
and Elizabeth, evidently. “Bothven Scott [entry faded; not certain of cor- 
rectness of this] born July 7, 1801. Elizabeth Lapsley, born March 10, 
1803.” This Bible bears date of 1816, printed by one Collins, of New York, 
and “Sold at Bookstores of Benjamin Warner in Philadelphia, or Rich- 
mond, Virginia.” At Mrs. Elizabeth McCamay Hays’ death shortly after 
arriving in Natchez with her granddaughter Emily Hays, all trace of the 
place from which she came was lost. There is no indication in the family 
Bible of the place from which Mrs, Hays came. News of her death was 
written to an address, found among her belongings, believed to have been 
in Tennessee or Virginia, but no answer was ever received by the people 
who were caring for her granddaughter, Emily Hays, whom she had 
brought with her, Any information that may assist in locating the fore- 
fathers of James Hays and Elizabeth McCamay will be greatly appreciated. 
Please address Miss Florence LcC, Eisele, 609 Washington St.. Natchez, 
Mississippi. 


HANDY — HOPKINS: Information wanted to complete my genealogy. 
Ancestors of Mary King Handy who died February 23, 1834 (first hus- 
band Dr. George Gunby) and of her second husband Benjamin Burton 
Hopkins, born January 4, 1795 and died December 18, 1828, and married 
at Snow Hill, Maryland, August 17, 1820. Address: Mrs. Jennie Waters 
Abercrombie, 10 Whitfield Road, Baltimore, Maryland. 
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HAYES FAMILY 


Every branch of the Hayes family carries the tradition that their ances- 
ter James Hayes, born circa 1759; died 1804, was an Englishman who 
came to this country in early manhood settling in Richmond, Virginia, not 
many years after the seat of government of the Commonwealth had been 
transferred to and established in that city. This tradition is traceable to 
statements made by his older grandchildren and is found in a written state- 
ment made by his grandson Herbert Augustine Claiborne II (1819-1902). 
So far no evidence has been found which contradicts this statement.1 


James Hayes’ (1759-1804) first appearance in records as in Richmond 
was in January 1781 when he is referred to as preparing to engage in the 
work of printing official publications of the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
In a letter to Governor Jefferson dated January 18, 1781, James Hayes 
writes: “I intended for Philadelphia this week in order to forward the 
Printing Apparatus for the use of the state,’ and requests that a horse 
and necessary funds be supplied him for the journey and the purposes there- 
of. In February 1781, Joseph Jones and James Madison writing from Phil- 
adelphia to Governor Jefferson tell him that “Mr. Hays [Hayes] informed 
us this morning he should be ready to set out for Virginia with the print- 
ing materials in abt. a week.” In 1783 Hayes was post-master of Richmond 
and 1783-1786 Public Printer of Virginia.? 





1 This statement appears in an account of his family written by Mr. Clai- 
borne on blank leaves in the original journal of his great grandfather Wil- 
liam Black (circa 1720-1785) of the Falls Plantation, Chesterfield County, 
which is in the manuscript collection of the Virginia Historical Society. 


The Hayes family may have had its American origin in Baltimore, Mary- 
land, to which city John Hayes (brother of James Hayes, (1759-1804) went 
from Richmond. Through the courtesy of William B. Marye, of Balti- 
more, who is most learnedly informed in regard to matters of Maryland 
genealogy, we have been supplied with this significant item. The Maryland 
Journal, January 22, 1788, carried a notice of the death of one James Hayes, 
“formerly a citizen of Liverpool in England,” who died in Baltimore Jan- 
uary 18, 1788 in the 84th year of his age. His body was interred in the 
Presbyterian Burying Ground, Baltimore. Mr. Marye informs us that the 
court records of Baltimore do not give any will, inventory or adminis- 
trator’s account of this James Hayes. Though this James Hayes cannot be 
traced as to descendants, yet the item in regard to his death seems to us to 
be significant in regard to probable connection between him and the broth- 
ers James and John Hayes, of Richmond, the latter of whom went to Bal- 
timore to live where he became a prominent citizen. 


2 Palmer’s Calendar of Virginia State Papers, Vol. I, pages 445 and 549. 
See also other references to James Hayes, [bid., Vols. I and II, and Official 
Letters of the Governors of Virginia, Vol. III (June 1781-February 1783) 
pages 37, 418 and 442. 
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In a “List of inhabitants and property in the city of Richmond, 1782” 
appears the entry that James Hayes, age 23, printer by occupation, had at 
that time been residing in Richmond two years (evidently he settled there 
in 1780) and owned one slave and one horse subject to tax. Immediately 
following James Hayes’ name appears the name of John Hayes, age 22 
years, but whose occupation, length of residence in Richmond, and personal 
property are not listed.3 James and John Hayes were brothers; John Hayes 
later moving (or most probably returning) to Baltimore where he con- 
tinued to reside until his death in 1822.4 


James Hayes (1759-1804) was evidently a man of some means when he 
settled in Richmond; while through the remaining years of his life, though 
dying a comparatively young man, he amassed a considerable amount of 
property, a substantial portion of which came to him through marriage with 
Mrs. Ann Dent (Black) Hardyman. James Hayes appears to have im- 
mediately established himself in the printing business on his settling in Rich- 
mond, contracting for public printing and publishing a weekly newspaper (of 
which he appears to have been the owner) the Virginia Gazette or Ameri- 
can Advertiser, the first issue of which appeared December 22, 1781; the 
paper continuing under his management until 1786.5 


About 1785, or 1786, James Hayes married Mrs, Ann Dent (Black) Hardy- 
man, widow of William Hardyman, Jr., of Charles City County,® and 


3 U. S. Census 1790. Heads of Families in Virginia 1782-1785, page 118. 


4 Mr. William B. Marye, of Baltimore, has supplied the following in- 
teresting information that John Hayes, printer and Custom’s-house officer, 
died in Baltimore September 30, 1822, aged 65 years. The will of this John 
Hayes, designating himself as “of Baltimore County” (but evidently a Bal- 
timore City man), was dated July 25, 1822 and proved October 5, 1822, de- 
vised considerable property, naming as heirs his sister Jane Hayes; his 
sons James Hayes and John Hayes and daughter Phebe Ann Hayes. (Balti- 
more City Wills, Liber XI, folio 464). 

It will be noted that the “List of inhabitants ... in Richmond, 1782” 
(quoted above) gives John Hayes as age 22 years in 1782; therefore indi- 
cating his birth as in 1760. The obituary notice quoted by Mr. Marye (see 
above) states that John Hayes died in 1822 aged 65 years; therefore indi- 
cating his birth as in 1757. There is no explanation of the discrepancy in 
these statements. It will be noticed (by referring to footnote 10 post) that 
there are discrepancies in the three statements that we have of the age of 
James Hayes, the brother of John Hayes. 


® Clarence S. Brigham, Bibliography of American Newspapers 1690-1820, 
page 133; Westcott and Ramage, A Check List of United States News- 
papers (and Weeklies before 1900) in the General Library [of Duke Uni- 
versity, Durham, N. C.,] Part VI, Virginia-Wyoming . . . page 1069. 


6 Ann Dent Black (circa 1755-1831) married first, in May 1774, William 
Hardyman, Jr., of Charles City County (Chesterfield County Marriage 
Register, page 4; Division of Archives, Virginia State Library). Ann Dent 
Black and her husband, William Hardyman, Jr., had an only child, Lucy 
K. Hardyman, who married, November 10, 1800, James Greenhow, and had 
issue: (1) John Gilchrist Greenhow, born Oct. 4, 1801. (2) Angelina Green- 
how, born March 8, 1803. (3) Lucy Greenhow, born Dec. 9, 1804; died ........ ; 
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daughter of William Black (circa 1720-1785) of the Falls Plantation, Ches- 
terfield County.7 Mrs, Hayes became heir to a large part of her father’s 
estate, including the Falls Plantation, a notably large and well stocked 
plantation on the south side of James River in Chesterfield County just 
beyond the then limits of the town of Manchester and immediately oppo- 
site Richmond. This plantation James Hayes continued to operate very 


successfully 

James Hayes died in Richmond, October 6, 1804, having, it is said, pro- 
vided for the erection of a handsome home in that city by setting aside 
funds for that purpose. After his death his widow, Mrs. Ann Dent Hayes, 
erected the Hayes house at Leigh and 8th Streets, a once notable residence 
of early Richmond.§ Mrs. Ann Dent (Black) Hayes died in Richmond, 
November 13, 1831, having survived Mr. Hayes twenty seven years, 

In the Virginia Gazette and General Advertiser, Richmond, October 10, 
1804 (page 2, column 4) the following notice appeared: 


married March 10, 1828, James Clark McFarland. (4) Ann Eliza Green- 
how, born Oct. 28, 1806. (5) Martha Frances Samuella Greenhow, born 
Feb. 10, 1809. (6) James William Greenhow, born Sept. 16, 1810. (7) Mary 
Ella Greenhow, born .......... (8) Samuel Greenhow, born July 1, 1816 (Fam- 
ily Bible of Herbert Augustine Claiborne I [1784-1841] of Richmond; now 
in possession of Herbert Augustine Claiborne III, of Richmond; also state- 
ment of Herbert Augustine Claiborne II [1819-1902] written in manuscript 
dairy of William Black, now owned by Virginia Historical Society, Rich- 
mond. ) 


7 William Black (born circa 1720; died 1785) was a Scotsman of Mont- 
ross, and a graduate of University of Aberdeen, who, coming to Virginia, 
became a wealthy planter. He settled first in Westmoreland County where 
he owned land (Armis, Stratford Hall: Great House of the Lees, pages 
134, 147); later purchased the Falls Plantation on the south side of the 
James River, in Chesterfield County. This plantation he named “Aberdeen” 
erecting a stone mansion house thereon and developing its large acreage. 
Black was secretary to the Virginia Commission to treat with the Six Na- 
tions (Indians) in June 1774, and his interesting diary kept while he was with 
the commission (the original now owned by the Virginia Historical So- 
ciety; the gift of Black’s great grandson, Herbert Augustine Claiborne II, 
1819-1902, of Richmond) was published in the Pennsylvania Magazine of 
History and Biography, Vols. I and II. 

William Black (1720-1785) married first, Ann Dent (of an old Southern 
Maryland family); second, Frances (probably Taylor, of Prince George 
County, Virginia). William Black and his first wife, Ann Dent, had is- 
sue: (1) William Black, Jr., (2) Ann Dent Black married first William 
Hardyman, Jr., second, James Hayes (as above). William Black and his 
second wife, Frances, had issue: (1) Frances Taylor Black. 

William Black, Jr., married, in April 1778, Elizabeth, daughter of Alex- 
ander Trent, of Chesterfield County (Chesterfield County Marriage Regis- 
ter, page 6). William and Elizabeth (Trent) Black had an only child, Wil- 
liam Black III, who died young. William Black Jr. died in Chesterfield 
County about 1785 or 6. Mrs, Elizabeth (Trent) Black married second, 
Willis Wilson, of Bonbrook, Cumberland County. 

8 James Hayes’ home in Richmond was on the west side of Ninth Street 
beyond Leigh Street. However, he contemplated building a much more ex- 
tensive home and at his death had laid aside a large sum for that purpose. 
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“Died on Saturday last, the 6th inst., James Hayes, Esq. in his 44th 
year. The virtues of hospitality and benevolence were conspicuous traits in 
this gentleman’s character. He was ever just and correct in all his various 
dealings with the world—a tender husband, an affectionate parent, a humane 


master and a kindly neighbor.® 


In The Whig, Richmond, November 14, 1831 (page 3, column 1) appear- 
ed this brief notice: “Died . . . yesterday, Mrs. Ann Dent Hayes.” 


James Hayes (1759-1804) and Ann Dent Black (circa 1755-1831) had 
issue : 
1. Ann Dent Hayes (1787-1861) married Alexander McRae. — 2. John 
Hayes (circa 1790-1834) married Ann Somerville Knox. — 3. Delia 
Hayes (1794-1838) married Herbert Augustine Claiborne I. 


Ann Dent Hayes (daughter of James and Ann D, [Black] Hayes) born 
1787; died January 28, 1861, in the 75th year of her age; married Septem- 
ber 22, 1807, Hon Alexander McRae (son of the Reverend Christopher Mc- 
Rae) a distinguished lawyer in Richmond; member of the Vigilance Com- 
mittee of Richmond 1813; member of the Virginia Legislature; lieutenant- 
governor of Virginia (Va. Mag., Vol. VII page 240; Brock, Huguenot 
Emigration to Virginia, page 132.) Alexander and Ann Dent [Hayes] Mc- 


Rea, had issue: 


1. Amanda Pamela McRae, born July 20, 1808; died ........ ; married 
first, February 7, 1827, John G. Robert; second, October 14. 1841, 
John J. Werth. — 2. James Hayes McRae, born November 11, 1809; 


Soon after Mr. Hayes’ death his widow, Mrs. Ann Dent (Black) Hayes, 
and son Dr. John Hayes “erected the handsome and commodious house on 
Leigh Street [corner of 8th St.]. The lot extended from Leigh to Clay Sts. 
and was doubtless laid out into a pleasant garden. The house was of spa- 
cious size with a high basement, two stories and attic, and with a tall pil- 
lared portico fronting the garden.’’ This handsome property was later pur- 
chased from the Hayes family by Thomas Green, a prominent lawyer and 
business man of Richmond, who was of the Fauquier-Culpeper county fam- 
ily of that name. Mr. Green made notable improvements to the property. 
Finally the property passed into the ownership of the McCance family and 
in 1888 was purchased by Mann S. Valentine. This charming old house and 
its gardens are now things of the past; the house has been removed and the 
ground converted to other uses. See W. G. Stanard’s “Historic Homes of 
Richmond: The Hayes-Green-McCance House” published in The Richmond 
News Illustrated Saturday Magasine, Sept. 15, 1900, pages 12-13. 


9 The Enquirer, Richmond, Oct. 10, 1804, page 3, column 5, also carried 
a notice of James Hayes’ death. It will be noted that the “list of inhabitants 
... in Richmond” (quoted at the beginning of this note) gives James 
Hayes’ age as 23 years in 1782, thereby placing his birth as 1761. The Clai- 
borne family Bible (before referred to in these notes) records that he died 
Oct. 6, 1804 in the 43rd year of his age, thereby placing his birth in 1762. 
We have found no explanation of the discrepancies in these statements, but 
have adopted circa 1759 as a most probably true statement of the time of 
James Hayes’ birth, 
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CS Baer — 3. Richard McRae, born November 26, 1812; died ......... 
— 4, Alexander McRae, born March 10, 1815; died .......... — 5. Ann 
Dent McRae, born September 11, 1817; died ........ ; married June 15, 
1843, James Dunlop. 


Dr. John Hayes (son of James and Ann D. [Black] Hayes), born circa 
1790; died October 26, 1834. He studied medicine in Philadelphia and en- 
tered on the practice of his profession in his home city of Richmond, Vir 
ginia. He was surgeon’s mate, 19th Virginia Regiment, War of 1812, after 
which service he continued to reside in Richmond where by his distinguish- 
ed professional activities and his kind and generous nature, he endeared 
himself to all classes in the city’s population. He died Sunday morning, 
October 26, 1834, of cholera contracted while attending patients suffering 
from that dread disease.1° Dr. John Hayes married September 21, 1826, 
Ann Sommerville Knox (1796-1879), of Fredericksburg, Virginia, and had 


issue : 


1. James Hayes (1828-1908) married Elizabeth Travers Green. — 2. 
Sarah Stuart Hayes, born September 29, 1830; died infant. — 3. 
Mary Ann Hayes (1833-1926) married William Yates Downman, — 
4. John Hayes (1835-1913) married Susan McKim Gordon. 


Delia Hayes (daughter of James and Ann D. [Black] Hayes) born Dec- 
ember 27, 1794; died August 2, 1838, age 44 years. She was the writer of 
the letter to Maria Roy, July 1813, which appears at the beginning of the 
article, “War’s Wild Alarm” (see ante). Delia Hayes (1794-1838) mar- 
ried March 13, 1816, Herbert Augustine Claiborne I (born March 5, 1784; 
died August 5, 1841) of “Chestnut Grove,” New Kent County and Rich- 
mond, Virginia, son of Herbert Claiborne (1746-1814) and his wife, Mary 
Burnet Browne, (1765-1805). Herbert Augustine Claiborne I (1784-1841) 
was a student at William and Mary College, read law, afterwards becom- 
ing a prominent member of the Richmond bar. Herbert Augustine Claiborne 
I (1784-1841) and his wife, Delia Hayes, (1794-1838) had issue: 


1. Presley Claiborne, born February 22, 1817; died September 21, 1822. 
— 2. Herbert Augustine Claiborne II (1819-1902) married first, Mary 
Anna McGuire; second, Carrie Carter Hall; third, Katherine Hamilton 
Cabell. — 3. Mary Burnet Claiborne, born June 2, 1821; died January 
18, 1844. — 4. John Hayes Claiborne (1823-1890) married first, Anna 
Virginia Bassett; second, Henningham Elizabeth Blair. — 5. William 
James Claiborne, M. D., born June 5, 1825; died November 22, 1906, 
of Petersburg, Virginia, Surgeon, C. S. A, He married April 15, 1875, 
Mrs. Frances Louisa (Sturdivant) Quillen, and had two children, James 


10 The Claiberne family Bible gives the date of Dr. John Hayes’ death 
as Sunday, October 26, 1834 at 4 o’clock a. m. An obituary of him in the 
Richmond Whig and Public Advertiser, Tuesday, October 28, 1834, page 
4, column 5, states that he died “on yesterday [Monday. October 27] at 4 
a. m in the meridian of life and usefulness.” 





g, 
1g 
6, 
id 








GENEALOGY 287 


William Claiborne, died in infancy, and Mary Burnet Claiborne, — 6. 
Gilbert Burnet Claiborne, born January 22, 1827; died ........ ; married 
April 10, 1900, Mrs. Florence M. Austin, — 7. Virginia Howard Clai- 
borne, born November 15, 1828; died May 19, 1830. — 8. Delia Herbert 
Claiborne, born September 23 and died September 30, 1830. — 9. Cor- 
nelia Augusta Claiborne, born October 14, 1831; died June 17, 1837. — 
10. Virginius Howard Claiborne, born August 10, 1833; died February 
1, 1897; married December 15, 1864, Lucy A. Perry. — 11. Ann Hayes 
Claiborne, born September 10, 1836; died ........ 


James Hayes (son of John and Ann S. [Knox] Hayes) born April 15, 
1828; died March 8, 1908; of Richmond and Fredericksburg; was in the 
commissary department, C. S. A., and after the war went to Fredericksburg 
where he engaged in business as a merchant. James Hayes (1828-1908) mar- 
ried June 1861, Elizabeth Travers Green (born July 30, 1839; died May 
18, 1829) daughter of the Hon. William Green (1806-1880) of Fredericks- 
burg and Richmond, a lawyer, and one of Virginia’s most distinguished 
scholars, and Columbia Slaughter, his wife. James and Elizabeth T. (Green) 
Hayes, had issue: 


1. John Green Hayes, married Mildred Coles Boyd. — 2. Sarah Stuart 
Hayes, died in infancy. — 3. James Hayes, died in infancy. — 4. Ann 
Somerville Hayes, died October 14, 1928; married Urban Ewing 
Eaches, (died June 4, 1917). — 5. Etta Brockenbrough Hayes, mar- 
ried John Hyatt Wight. — 6. Columbia Stanard Hayes, married Wil- 
liam James Walker (1854-1904). — 7. Elizabeth Travers Hayes. — 8. 
Mary Stuart Hayes, married Axel Gustave Mathiason (1873-1932). 
— 9. Virginia Carter Hayes, married Francis Wheatley McCullough. 
— 10. William Green Hayes. — 11. Lucy Green Hayes, married 
Thomas Dudley Stokes. 


Mary Ann Hayes (daughter of John and Ann S. [Knox] Hayes) born 
March 31, 1833; died 1926; married April 17, 1852, William Yates Down- 
man (born January 1830; died December 10, 1864) of Lancaster County, 
Virginia, son of Dr. Joseph H. Downman (1805-1831) and his wife, Sophia 
Elizabeth Chinn. (See Hayden's Virginia Genealogies, page 12). William 
Yates and Mary Ann (Hayes) Downman, had issue: 


1. Ann Hayes Downman, born April 1853; died March, 1935; married 
October 3, 1876, R. Innes Taylor. — 2. Sophia Chinn Downman, born 
February 1855; died June 1936; married Marion J. Dimmock. — 3. 
Joseph Henry Downman, born 1857; died in infancy. — 4. The Rev. 
John Yates Downman, D. D., born May 1858; for many years rec- 
tor, and now rector-emeritus, of All Saints Protestant Episcopal 
Church, Richmond, Virginia. — 5, Rawleigh William Downman, born 
July 1860; died August 1881. — 6. James Hayes Downman, born 
October 1862; died May 1911. 
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John Hayes (son of John and Ann S. [Knox] Hayes) born 1835; died 
1913; married 1866, Susan McKim Gordon (born 1841; died 1911) daugh- 
ter of Alexander B. Gordon and Margaret McKim, his wife. 


John Hayes was a Major on the staff of General Cooke, C. S. A., and 
in 1865 moved to Baltimore from Richmond where he continued to reside 
until his death; and where he engaged in the grain business, 


John and Susan McK. (Gordon) Hayes, had issue: 


1. Alexander Gordon Hayes, born 1867. — 2. Susan Hayes, born 1869. 
— 3. Ann Hayes, died age 17 years, — 4. Mary McBryde Hayes, born 
1875. — 5. William McKim Hayes, born 1879. — 6. Harold Knox 
Hayes, born 1880. — 7. Margaret McKim Hayes, born 1888. 


Herbert Augustine Claiborne II (son of Herbert A. and Delia [Hayes] 
Claiborne) born July 11, 1819; died February 5, 1902, of Richmond, Vir- 
ginia; graduate of William and Mary College; lawyer, captain, commissary 
department, C. S. A., president Mutual Assurance Society of Virginia 1869 
until his death. 


Herbert Augustine Claiborne II (1819-1902) married first, January 30, 
1845, Mary Anna McGuire (born 1817; died June 19, 1864) daughter of 
the Rev. Edward C. McGuire, of Fredericksburg, Virginia; second, Feb- 
ruary 20, 1868, Carrie Carter Hall (died November 24, 1868), daughter of 
Dr. John Hall, of Fredericksburg. There was no issue by either of these 
marriage. Herbert Augustine Claiborne II (1819-1902) married third, 
February 1, 1882, Katherine Hamilton Cabell (born September 15, 1854; 
died December 25, 1925) daughter of Colonel Henry Coalter Cabell (1820- 
1889), of Richmond, Virginia, and his wife, Jane Alston, of South Car- 
olina. Mrs. Katherine H. (Cabell) Claiborne married second, General Wil- 
liam Ruffin Cox, of North Carolina. Herbert A. and Katherine H. (Cabell) 
Claiborne had issue: 


1. Jeannie Alston Claiborne, born July 18, 1883; died November 18, 
1890. — 2, Herbert Augustine Claiborne III, born February 20, 
1886; married first, December 4, 1912, Eleanor Hazard Lindsay (died 
April 21, 1915); second, February 19, 1920. Virginia Watson Chris- 
tian. — 3. Hamilton Cabell Claiborne, born October 10, 1888; died 
August 25, 1928; married September 2, 1924, Cornelia Ensign. 


John Hayes Claiborne (son of Herbert A. and Delia [Hayes] Claiborne), 
born February 4, 1823; died December 18, 1890. After receiving his educa- 
tion he entered mercantile life and during the War Between the States 
served as major commissary department C. S. A. After the war he was 
called upon to accept the office of chief of police for the city of Richmond, 
which he exercised with greatest effectiveness through the trying period of 
1865-1867. Some years later when again called on to exercise this office he 
declined. For some years before his death he was engaged in the insurance 
business. (Obituary, The Dispatch, Richmond, December 19, 1890, page 1). 
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John Hayes Claiborne (1823-1890) married first, May 13, 1852, Anna 
Virginia Bassett (born 1833; died August 25, 1862) daughter of George 
Washington Bassett, of New Kent and Hanover Counties; second, August 
5, 1868, Henningham Elizabeth Blair (born July 18, 1834; died December, 
1905) daughter of Walter Dabney Blair, of Richmond, John Hayes Clai- 
borne and his first wife, Anna Virginia Bassett, had issue: 


1. Herbert Washington Claiborne, born May 21, 1853, of Richmond, 
died unmarried, — 2. Delia Hayes Claiborne, born December 8, 1854; 
died July 1855. — 3. Burnet Lewis Claiborne, born April 27, 1856; 
died unmarried. — 4. Delia Hayes Claiborne, born July 22, 1857; 
died March 4, 1932; married June 10, 1885, General Simon Bolivar 
Buckner (1823-1914) C. S. A., of Kentucky. Their only child is Briga- 
dier General Simon Bolivar Buckner, Jr., now commanding the De- 
partment of Alaska, U. S. A. — 5. Virginia Basset Claiborne, born 
August 17, 1858; died infant. — 6. Landon Carter Claiborne, born 
August 21, 1862, of California; married, but died without issue. 


John Hayes Claiborne and his second wife, Henningham Elizabeth Blair, 
had issue: 


1. Louisa Wills Claiborne, married George Arnold Frick. — 2. Ellen 
Blair Claiborne, married Thomas Nelson Williamson. — 3. Walter 
Blair Claiborne. 


Note. Besides the specific references given for statements in this account 
of the Hayes family we are indebted to records in the family Bible of 
Herbert Augustine Claiborne I (1784-1841), now in possession of his 
grandson, Herbert Augustine Claiborne III, of Richmond, Virginia, who 
has generously encouraged us in the compilation of this account; to Wil- 
liam Green Hayes, of Richmond, who has shown constant and patient inter- 
est in this compilation, supplying the data in regard to his branch of the 
family; to the Rev. John Yates Downman, of Richmond, and Miss Susan 
Hayes, of Baltimore, Maryland, for kindly supplying information about 
their respective branches of the family. 





Pickett Nores to be concluded 
in the October Magazine 











BOOK REVIEWS 


CHARLESTON, AN Epic or Caroina, by Robert Goodwyn Rhett. Richmond, 
Garrett and Massie. 355 pages. Price $5.00. 


In this book a first citizen has written a careful and detailed account of 
Charleston as the leader and the focal point of South Carolina. It is a val- 
uable store house of information, not only on the story of Charleston but of 
the South and the Nation, for Mr. Rhett takes care to paint in the back- 
ground of national conflict. Though written in the form of a history—al- 
most of annals—the book is really the biography of a city. 

The author writes as a devoted son, who is in the succession of Charles- 
ton’s leaders, but he writes without sentimentality, with concern for his- 
toric detail, Trained himself in the law, in banking and public administra- 
tion, his style is one of dignity and restraint. But a devoted son could 
hardly write a completely objective biography of a man who consciously 
sets different values for his life from those of his contemporaries, who in 
his youth was a lusty hot-head and in maturity frankly eschewed the ma- 
terial success sought by other men. 

To this reviewer the book, valuable as it is, would have been stronger 
were there less effort to be factual and detailed and more elaboration of the 
spiritual values in the city’s history. In one respect the objectivity seems 
to break down: in the relative emphasis—approximately half of the total 
volume—upon the economic and slavery issues from the Constitutional 
Convention to the Civil War, upon the War itself and Reconstruction. The 
part of Charleston in the War was highly important and the winning of 
white rule under Hampton’s Red-shirts in 1876 as dramatic as anything in 
American history, but the early history of Carolina under the Proprietors 
and its role in the Revolution seem to deserve treatment in as much detail. 
In the respect of emphasis, this treatment seems a defense of Carolina’s 
course in the Civil War. But who today believes an apology is necessary? 

Mr. Rhett completed this book a short time before his death in 1939. He 
was one of Charleston’s most distinguished and best loved citizens. He was 
born in 1862 and received his education at the University of Virginia, from 
which he won the M. A. and LL. B. degrees. After practicing law for a 
dozen years he went into banking, holding successively the presidency of 
several institutions, He was Mayor of Charleston for eight years and later 
President of the Charleston Chamber of Commerce. At one time he was 
President of the League of American Municipalities and again President 
of the United States Chamber of Commerce. 

It is difficult to find any omissions in a volume such as this, but maps 
would have added to it, especially a chart of Charleston Harbor whose en- 
gagements in the Revolution and the Civil War are described in detail. The 
end papers carry an interesting plan of Charles Town of 1704. The book 
is handsomely printed by Garrett and Massie—Thomas Pinckney. 


WiuiaMssusc, OLp AND NEw. By Hildegarde Hawthorne. Illustrated by 
E. H. Suydam. D. Appleton-Century Company, Inc., New York-London, 
1941. Price $4.00. 


This is a fairly bulky guide book of nearly three hundred pages, but it is 
easy to read, and will not weary either the traveller who wishes to ac- 
quaint himself with his surroundings, or the student who wishes to refresh 
his memory of things seen. 

The approach to Old Williamsburg is very well done. The road down 
through the ages from the landing of Raleigh’s three little ships and found- 
ing of the “desperate venture” which brought a nation into being, of Wil- 
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liamsburg life during Colonial Days, the Revolution and the days that 
followed, Miss Hawthorne writes very sympathetically, although she seems 
to have an unwarrantable grudge against Thomas Jefferson whom she 
blames unduly for the depression which ensued in Williamsburg after 
Richmond was made the Capital of Virginia, and she even suggests a jeal- 
ousy toward Jefferson’s creation, the University of Virginia on the part 
of Williamsburg, of which there is no sign in the annals of the little 
city. Indeed pride in the young University was eloquently expressed in a 
number of letters written by students and faculty of William and Mary. 


When Miss Hawthorne’s narrative reaches Williamsburg of the present 
day, and the wonderful work lately undertaken by the Restoration, there is 
a distinct falling off from the style in which the pictures of the more dis- 
tant past are recalled. That, however, is easily understood. The Restora- 
tion has not yet become accurate history and rumours and speculation are 
still rife, among the on-lookers, of the work done or planned. 


That visitors should become a little confused by all they hear on the 
street or in private houses, where sympathies and opinions vary is not 
to be wondered at. And yet this mode of collecting material is so much 
more appealing than applying to blue-prints and research offices for accu- 
rate information, that it is usually followed by writers, and is certainly 
popular amongst readers. 


In nothing has Miss Hawthorne been so fortunate as in the illustrator of 
her book. Mr. Suydam’s exquisite drawings—of which there are an im- 
mense number—are really beautiful. It is greatly to be regretted that 
these drawings had to be so much reduced in size, and also are so faintly 
printed that they appear at a first glance almost insignificant. To see Mr. 
Suydam working, as Williamsburg often did last year, was to see an un- 
forgetable performance. He stood carelessly supporting his sketching block 
on his left arm, while his rapid pencil delicately and lightly traced archi- 
tectural perspective and detail with perfect precision. His sudden death 
must have been a great loss to his collaborateur, and probably accounts 
for some confusion in the listing of his drawings, which were barely 
completed when he died. That they were completed is a matter for rejoic- 
ing, though the rejoicing is saddened by regret that we cannot now hope 
for further work from his skilful hand—M. H. C. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE CLARKE County HistoricaL AssocraTIon, Volume I, 
1941. Published by The Clarke County Historical Association, Berryville, 
Virginia. 39 pages. Price $1.00. 

The work being done by local historical societies in various parts of Vir- 
ginia constitutes a notable contribution to the study of county and town his- 
tory. The Clarke County Historical Association, with headquarters in 
Berryville, is one of the most active of these societies and has done parti- 
cularly fine work in its chosen field, by collecting data relative to the his- 
tory of the county and its people and in making a collection of objects illus- 
trating the life of the community through several generations. Clarke 
County in itself is only something over a century in age; but its people 
represent a settlement considerably older; a settlement in whose formation 
and development some of the most notable families of ancient Tide-water 
Virginia took part, when scions of their stock were transplanted to the 
wonderfully rich and beautiful lower section of the Valley of Virginia, then 
comprised in the boundaries of Frederick County. We cordially welcome 
the slight, though valuable publication of the “Proceedings” of this asso- 
ciation which has been recently published as the first volume of its pub- 
lications, and sincerely trust that it may be followed by many others. 

This publication gives valuable lists of pictures, documents, books, fam- 
ily grave-yards, and old homes connected with the history of Clarke County 
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and copious extracts from Charles Varle’s “Topographical Description of 
Frederick, Berkeley and Jefferson Counties . . . 1810: Winchester: Publish- 
ed by W. Heiskell” together with a splendid reproduction of the (later) 
Clarke County area of the map published in Varle’s work. As illustrations 
we find pictures of John Holker (1743-1820) of “Springsbury,” who was 
appointed French Consul General and Agent of the Royal Marine by the 
government of Louis XVI; of Colonel Nathaniel Burwell (1750-1814) of 
“Carter Hall,” and of Mary Churchill (1687-1751), Duchess of Montague, 
these three respectively from oil paintings by Gilbert Stuart, King, and 
Charles Bridges (attributed); while there is a most charming picture of 
John Esten Cooke (every Southerner’s ideal story writer) from the crayon 
portrait made about 1857 by his cousin David Hunter Strother (“Porte 
Crayon”.) 

The Clarke County Historical Association is to be most heartily con- 
gratulated on this splendidly prepared and printed booklet.—C, T. 


THREE VIRGINIA Frontiers. By Thomas Perkins Abernethy, Richmond 
Alumni Professor of History at the University of Virginia. Louisiana 
State University Press. University of Louisiana, 1940. Price, $1.50. 


This volume of ninety-six pages traces the migrations of early Vir- 
ginians from Jamestown through Tidewater to the uplands of Piedmont, 
and then to the third stage beyond the Mountains. In tracing these stages 
of development westward this treatise reveals the manner in which the 
love of freedom and the influences of the frontiers were frequently hind- 
ered by such prevailing factors as European customs and traditions, British 
legal systems, and the methods adopted in parceling out the public lands. 
This volume is pleasant reading, abounding in history, fascinating in its 
references to the progress and dispersion of families, all of which is from 
the labor and versatility of an author of wide reading and study and equip- 
ped with splendid scholarship.—E. L. R. 


IowaA—Lanp oF Many Mitts. By Jacob A. Swisher. Published at Iowa 
City, Iowa, in 1940, by the State Historical Society of Iowa. Athens Press, 
Iowa City, Iowa. Price, $3.00. 

From a reading of this history, lowa is indeed a land of many mills, It 
is withal a fascinating study, as full of romance, disasters and successes as 
all that went with the history of our own James River and Kanawha Canal. 
From out of the West of late there have come many volumes, showing that 
all the history and doings of and in that vast region are being preserved by 
worthy and devoted authors. From this volume comes the idea that the 
history of our Virginia mills might well be written, unless the number is 
too great to be catalogued. This volume is a gem of the printing and bind- 
ing arts, illustrated with many engravings, and represents the work of many 
years of investigation, travel and facts making up a book of 317 pages. 
Iowa is preserving its history, and its mills have been named and numbered 
by one who must have been a lover of his thesis.—E. L. R. 


LAws AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS OF THE LAsT SESSION OF THE CONFEDERATE 
Concress. November 7, 1864—March 18, 1865. Together with the Secret 
Acts of the Previous Congresses. With an Introduction and a Biographi- 
cal Note by Charles W. Ramsdell, Professor of History in the Univer- 
sity of Texas. Duke University Press. Durham, North Carolina. Price, 
$2.50. 

This is a volume that should prove of special interest and value to stu- 
dents of legal history, Confederate history, and to all who wish to know 
what happened in the Confederate Congress under the fearful crumbling of 
a nation hastening to its fall under the impact of an unprovoked war. Here 
is set down the death struggle of the Confederate civil government. The 
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editor does not pretend that the volume contains the complete set of the 
hitherto missing laws of the Congress, but it is of the greatest value from 
the fact that it contains the unpublished secret acts and resolutions of the 
previous congresses. This work was made possible by the labors of the late 
Professor William Kenneth Boyd, of Duke University. who spent many 
years in bringing together the source material for this collection. As the 
result of these labors the editor is assured that the work contains nearly 
all of the unpublished laws of the Confederacy. It should be on the Southern 
history reference shelf of every library, and the Virginia Historical Society 
is fortunate to receive this copy, for which this brief review is a token of 


its appreciation —E. L. 
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“Vashington Ou La Liberte Du Nouveau Monde.” Tragedie en quatre actes 
par Billardon de Sauvigny. By Gilbert Chinard. Princeton University 
Press, Princeton, N. J. Illustrated. 75 pages. Price $3.50. 

“Records of The Moravians in North Carolina,” Vals II and V. Edited by 
Adelaide L. Fries. Publications of the North Carolina Historical Com- 
mission, Index. 

“The Morning of America.” By Frank J. Klingberg. D. Appleton-Century 
Company, Inc., New York, 1941. Illustrated. Index. Price $3.00. 

“Who’s Who in America.” Vol. 21, 1940-1941. Edited by Albert Nelson 
Marquis. The A. N. Marquis Co., Chicago, 3016 pages. Price $10.00. 


“A Brief Sketch of The Preston Family in America—The Quaker Branch.” 
By W. H. VanFossan, Lisbon, Ohio. 10 mimeograph pages. 

“Wills and Administrations of Elizabeth City County, Virginia, and Other 
Genealogical & Historical Items, 1610-1800." Abstracted and compiled by 
Blanche Adams Chapman. Index. 302 mimeograph pages. 

“Virginia Gazette 1775.” Alexander Purdie, Williamsburg. 

“Justice in Grey: A History of The Judicial System of The Confederate 
States in America.” By William M. Robinson, Jr. Harvard University 
Press, Cambridge, Mass., 1941. Index. 713 pages. Price $7.50. 

“Benjamin Franklin Shambaugh As Iowa Remembers Him, 1871-1940.” 
Published by the State Historical Society of Iowa. 229 pages. 

“Pennsylvania Politics, 1817-1832, A Game Without Rules,” by Philip 
Shriver Klein. University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. Index. 430 
pages. 

“South Carolina in The Confederation.”” By Charles Gregg Singer. Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. Index. 183 pages. 

“Benjamin and Ambrose Powell of Culpeper County, Virginia.” Compiled 
by Katherine Lee deVeau, 259 pages. Index. Price $5.00. 

“The Trinity College Historical Society, 1892-1941,” by Nannie M. Tilley. 
Duke University Press, Durham, N. C, Index. 132 pages. Price $1.00. 
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“Dedication of Building of Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia, Jan- 
uary 6, 1941.” Richmond Press, Inc., Richmond. 46 pages. 


“Graham Family of Virginia and Kentucky.” Compiled by Lockwood Barr, 
Pelham Manor, N. Y. Typewritten pages. 


“A History of The Historical Society of Pennsylvania,” by Hampden L, 
Carson. Vols. I and II published by the Society at Philadelphia. Vol. I, 
440 pages. Vol. II. Index. 498 pages. 


“Robert Dinwiddie: His Career in American Colonial Government and 
Westward Expansion.” By Louis Knott Koontz. The Arthur H. Clark 
Co., Glendale, Calif. 1941. Index. 429 pages. Price $6.00. 


“Prince William: The Story of Its People and Its Places.” Compiled by 
workers of Writers’ Program of W. P. A. in the State of Virginia. 
Sponsored by The Bethlehem Good Housekeeping Club of Manassas, Va. 
Index. 261 pages. 

“General Washington’s Correspondence Concerning The Society of The 
Cincinnati.” Edited by Lieutenant-Colonel Edgar Erskine Hume. John 
Hopkins Press, Baltimore, Md. 1941, Index. 472 pages. Price $4.50. 


“The First Gentleman of Virginia.” By Louis B. Wright. The Huntington 
Library, San Marino, Cal. Index. 373 pages. Price $3.75. 


“Letters of Robert Carter, 1720-1727.” Edited by Louis B. Wright. The 
Huntington Library, San Marino, Cal. Index. 153 pages. Price $2.50. 


“Historic Restorations of The Daughters of The American Revolution.” 
By Lewis Barrington. Richard A. Smith, New York, 1941. 209 pages. 
Index. Illustrated. Price $3.50. 


“The Territorial Papers of The United States.” Compiled and edited by 
Clarence Edwin Carter. Vol. IX. The Territory of New Orleans. U. S. 
Government Printing Office. For sale by the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, Washington, D. C. Price $2.50 (cloth). Index. 1092 pages. 


“The Hammond-Harwood House and Its Owners,” by Rosamond Randall 
Beirne and Edith Rossiter Bevan, Annapolis, Maryland, 1941. 68 pages. 
Privately printed. 

“Hereward Records and Papers, 1620-1940.” Published by Susan W. At- 
kins, William Rogers Herod and Maude Huntington Darrach. Press of 
Wm. Mitchell Printing Co., Greenfield, Ind. 445 pages. Price $10.00. 

“The Light Burns On, 1841-1891-1941.” Centennial Anniversary of Con- 
gregation Beth Ahabah. Golden Jubilee. Dr. Edward N. Calisch. Rich- 
mond, Virginia, 1941. Old Dominion Press, Inc., Richmond. 80 pages. 

“Proceedings of The Fifty-First Annual Meeting of The Virginia State 


Bar Association, Aug. 8-10, 1940.” Edited by Cassius M. Chichester. 
Richmond Press, Inc. Index. 408 pages. 

















No. 1—Drawing of arrangement of target for Ordnance Experi- 


ment, and effects of certain shots. (See text of Report, page 298.) 








